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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL 
OF THE EVANGELICAL AND REFORMED CHURCH 


Bellevue Stratford Hotel, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
October 20, 21 and 22, 1959 


RECORD OF ATTENDANCE 
General Council members present: 


Dr. James E. Wagner, Chairman; Dr. Sheldon E. Mackey, Secretary; Mr. Allan 
G. Aigler, Mr. Samuel C. Bond, Jr., Mrs. E. Roy Corman, Dr. Donald C. Dearborn, 
Dr. John W. Flucke, Dr. Thomas D. Garner, Dr. John R. C. Haas, Dr. Robert C. 
Kienle, Dr. Emil N. Krafft, Dr. Willard A. Kratz, Mrs. Milton C. Lang, Dr. John 
W. Mueller, Mr. J. Milton Rasche, Mr. Harold F. Webber, Mr. Joseph C. Wetzel. 


General Council members-elect; 


Mr. Charles H. Lockyear (Treasurer-elect of the Church), Dr. Arthur W. Newell, 
Rev. Paul R. Surbey. 


Advisory members; 


Dr. Purd E. Deitz (National Missions), Dr. Franklin I. Sheeder (Christian 
Education and Publication), Dr. Norman C. Zulauf (Business Management), Dr. Silas 
P. Bittner (Pensions and Relief), Dr. James W. Bright (Evangelism), Dr. Henry C. 
Koch and Dr. Huber F. Klemme (Christian Social Action), Dr. Otto R. Gerber (Higher 
Education), Rev. Paul E. Strauch (Stewardship), Dr. Harold H. Wilke (Church and 
Ministry), Rev. Helmuth C. Buchmueller (Health and Welfare Services), Dr. Carl W. 
Klein, Dr. L. C. T. Miller, Dr. Perry L. Smith, Rev. Porter Bower and Mr. Adolph 
J. Koch (United Promotion), Miss Frances Kapitzky and Miss Florence A. Partridge 
(Women's Guild), Dr. J. Kenneth Kohler (Churchmen's Brotherhood), Dr. Theodore C. 
Braun (United Church Herald), Dr. Alexander Toth (Reformatusok Lapja). 


Visitors present at one or more sessions: 


Dr. Henry Tani, Mr. Loren Walters, Rev. Willard S. Rabert, Jr. 


Tuesday, October 20 


The General Council was called to order by the chairman, President James E. 
Wagner, at 9:35 a.m. 


First Vice-President Haas conducted the devotional service. After reading 
Hebrews 10:32-11:3 and 12:1-2 he spoke upon the subject “Bulwarks of Faith," 
choosing as his text Isaiah 26:1. In this connection he told of his experiences 
as representative of the Evangelical and Reformed Church and the United Church of 
Christ at the Reformed-Presbyterian anniversary celebrations which had been held 
in Europe the latter part of May and the first week of June. 


The attendance having been recorded, President Wagner stated that Treasurer 
F. A. Keck, Rev. George P. Ellerbrake, Dr. Albert G. Gonser and Dr. Ben M. Herbster 
were absent because of illness, either on their part or that of a member of the 
family. He suggested that Secretary Mackey be requested to send to each of the 
absentees a telegram expressing the good wishes of the General Council. This was 
done by common consent. 
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Dr. Wagner greeted the advisory members of the General Council, after which 
he extended a cordial welcome to Dr. Arthur W. Newell and Rev. Paul R. Surbey, who 
had been elected as members of the General Council by the 1959 General Synod. The 
President stated that although the newly-elected members of the Council would not 
assume office until February 1, 1960, all had been invited to attend this meeting 
for purposes of orientation. Only Dr. Newell and Mr. Surbey, however, had been 
able to come. 


Dr. Wagner then introduced Miss Marjorie Hyer, Associate Director of the 
Office of Communication, who was in charge of publicity for this meeting. Miss Hyer 
presented Miss Kapitzky with a book of press clippings concerning her election as 
moderator of the eleventh General Synod of the Evangelical and Reformed Church 23.d 
the second General Synod of the United Church of Christ. 


At the President's request the Director of the Department of United Promotion, 
Dr. Carl W. Klein, introduced Mr. Adolph J. Koch, who on September 1 had succescéea 
Mr. Matthias K. Schwarz as Director of the Department's Church Finance Advisory 
Service. 
AGENDA 

Secretary Mackey presented the agenda for this meeting. The General Council 


VOTED: to adopt the agenda as presented. 
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HOURS FOR THE SESSIONS 


The Secretary then presented a schedule for the sessions to be held on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. This was approved by common consent. 


MINUTES 


Dr. Mackey presented the minutes of meetings held by the General Council on 
February 3, 4 and 5, June 30 and July 3, 1959. It was 


VOTED: to adopt these minutes. 
59-10-GC=2 | 


REPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 


Dr. Mackey presented as the report of the Administrative Committee the minutes 
of meetings held by the Committee on March 10, May 27 and July 5, 1959. The 
General Council 


VOTED: to adopt these minutes as the report of the Administrative Committee. 
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COMMITTEE ON THE REPORTS OF THE PRESIDENT AND THE SECRETARY 


Dr. Wagner announced that Dr. Dearborn, Mr. Bond and Dr. Kienle had been 
appointed as the Committee on the Reports of the President and the Secretary. 
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 


After delegating the chairmanship of the meeting to First Vice-President Haas 
President Wagner presented his report to the General Council. The Council 


VOTED: to receive the report of the President and refer it to the 
59-10-GC-4 Committee on the Reports of the President and the Secretary. 


Typhoon relief in Japan. Dr. Wagner stated that Dr. Reginald H. Helfferich, 
in a letter sent from Japan, had told of the promptness and efficiency with which 
Japan Church World Service, an organization originally established through the 
efforts of our Commission on World Service, had provided relief for the inhabitants 
of the area recently devastated by a typhoon. 


Proposed publication of the lectures of Director William Becker. The President 
informed the General Council that he had recently received a letter from Rev. Walter 
Merzdorf asking if funds of the Continuation Committee of the Evangelical Synod of 
North America were available for subsidizing the publication of lectures delivered 
at Eden Theological Seminary by Director William Becker in the scholastic year 
1912-13. Mr. Merzdorf, having translated the lectures from the original German 
into English, proposed that they be issued in book form with an introduction, 
pictures and possibly an index. 


The General Council 


VOTED: to refer this matter to the Committee on Publication. 
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 
Secretary Mackey presented his report. The General Council 


VOTED: to receive the report of the Secretary and refer it to the Committee 
59-10-GC-6 on the Reports of the President and the Secretary. 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER 


On behalf of Dr. Keck, Mr. Lockyear presented the report of the Treasurer 
of the Church. The General Council 


VOTED; to receive the report of the Treasurer and refer it to the Committee 
59-10-GC-7 on Finance and Budget. 


REPORT OF THE COUNSELOR 


First Hungarian Church, Miami, Florida. Dr. Mueller reported that Magyar Synod 
had requested the General Council to pay half of the expenses - approximately 
$2,000 - of the suit filed against the First Hungarian Church of Miami, Florida, 
and that an item concerning this matter would be included in the report of the 
Committee on Finance and Budget. 


Immanuel Church, Saginaw, Michigan. The counselor informed the General Coun- 
cil that a majority of the congregation of Immanuel Church had been won over to the 
American Lutheran Church by a supply pastor holding membership in that denomination. 
With the encouragement of Michigan-Indiana Synod a minority loyal to the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church had filed suit to recover the church property and other assets. 
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Dr. Mueller stated that he had assisted the local attorney in every possible way. 
Quite recently he had received a full report on the trial, together with a request 
of Michigan-Indiana Synod for assistance in meeting the costs involved. This 
request would be considered by the Committee on Finance and Budget, which would 
have an item concerning the matter in its report to the General Council. 


United Church of Christ: Lawsuit. The counselor reported that our attorneys 
in New York had filed a brief setting forth their contention that the basic issue 
in the suit entered against the Evangelical and Reformed Church and the General 
Council of the Congregational Christian Churches by opponents of the union was the 
same as the issue involved in the suit brought by the Cadman Church of Brooklyn 
against the Congregational Christian General Council some years ago. if the court 
upheld this position, there would be a preliminary trial to determine whether or 
not the decision of the Appellate Court in the Cadman trial was applicable in the 
present instance. An affirmative ruling would result in the dismissal of the case; 
a negative ruling would necessitate a full trial, lasting about a month. 


The General Council 


VOTED: to receive the report of the counselor 
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REFERENCES FROM THE 1959 GENERAL SYNOD TO THE GENERAL COUNCIL 


A compilation of references from the 1959 General Synod to the General Council 
was presented by Secretary Mackey. 


1. Proposed implementation of the work of the Church through agencies on the 
synodical level (1959 GS: p. 100, item 7). By common consent this was referred to 
the Committee on Correlation and Promotion for study and report. 


2. Correlation of promotional and resource materials mailed by boards and 
agencies to pastors and local church officers (1959 GS: p. 101, item Oo). By com- 
mon consent this was referred to the Committee on Correlation and Promotion for 
study and report. 


3. Retirement pensions for members of the "E" and "R" Funds (1959 GS: p. 297 
item 6). It was 


VOTED: to refer to the Committee on Finance and Budget the matter of providing 
59-10-GC-9 the Board of Pensions and Relief with a guaranteed advance sufficient 
to enable it to carry out the General Synod's directive in this matter. 


4. Proposed reestablishment of a plan of equalization of the premium to 
the Ministers’ Retirement Annuity Fund (1959 GS: p. 297). It was 


VOTED: to request the Board of Pensions and Relief to give consideration to 
59-10-GC-10 this proposal and report to a later meeting of the General Council. 


5. Group insurance plan for ministers (1959 GS: p. 377). Dr. Wilke stated 
that the matter of a group insurance plan for ministers had been given further 
study by the Commission on Church and Ministry and the draft of a letter to be 
sent to all ministers and consistories of our Church had been submitted to the 
Committee on Correlation and Promotion. 
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6. Form for acceptance of a call (1959 GS: 


VOTED: to refer this matter to the President of the Church in consultation 
59-10-GC-11 with the Conference of Synod Presidents. 


7. Program for the training and commissioning of licensed lay leaders (1959 


GS: p. h29, B-2). By common consent this was referred to the Theological Committee 
and the Commission on Church and Ministry for study and report to the General 
Council. 


8. Relationship of our hospitals to the Church (1959 GS: pp. 381-382, items 
and 6). The Secretary was requested to transmit to the Commissions concerned 
the two actions taken by the General Synod on the report of the Committee to Study 

the Relationship of Our Hospitals to the Church, and, further, to remind these 
Commissions of the necessity for consultation with the General Council concerning 


the implementation of the Study Committee's proposals. 


9. Implementation of the formula for allocations from the benevolent budget 
to the colleges and academies of the Church (1959 GS: p. 344, item 2). Dr. Wagner 
stated that a section of his report was devoted to this matter and recommendations 
concerning it would be presented to the General Council later in this meeting. 


10. Campaign to raise $2,000,000 for the theological seminaries in the next 
biennium (1959 GS: p. 3h, items 3 and 4). Dr. Haas was requested to report on 


the United Seminary Appeal at a later session of this meeting. 


li. Implementation of recommendations contained in the Supplementary Report of 
the Committee sa Study the Programs and Facilities of the Theological Seminaries 


Dr. Wagner stated that this matter was covered in his 
report and eotenabedietone concerning a continuation of the study of the proposed 
relocation of Mission House Seminary would be presented to the General Council 
later in this meeting. 


i2. Appointments: 


(a) Board of Directors, Foundation of the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church (1959 GS: pp. 169 L02 


(b) Committee on Liturgics (1959 GS: pp. 171, 182) 
(c) Committee on Theological Education (1959 GS: pp. 171, 162) 


(a) Ecumenical representatives of the Church (1959 GS: p. 455) 


Dr. Wagner stated that recommendations concerning these appointments would 
be presented by the Committee on the Reports of the President and the Secretary. 


13. Presentation of resolutions on social issues to the General Synod (1959 
GS: p. 320). It was 


VOTED: to refer this matter to the Administrative Committee. 
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ITEMS FROM THE BOARD OF NATIONAL MISSIONS 


Field worker for Rocky Mountain and Dakota Synods. Dr. Deitz reported that 
with the approval of the Administrative Committee the Board of National Missions 
had appointed Rev. Arthur R. Achtemeier as full-time field worker in Dakota and 
Rocky Mountain Synods. Mr. Achtemeier, who began work on September 15, will be 
assisted by the two Synodical Councils serving as a joint advisory committee. He 
attended the fall meetings of Rocky Mountain and Dakota Synods and was favorably 
received in each instance. 


Race Relations Secretary. Dr. Deitz informed the General Council that the 
Rev. Chester Marcus,Race Relations Secretary for the Board of National Missions 
and the Commission on Christian Social Action, had been challenged by the Board 
of International Missions to give a year of service in Ghana. Plans were being 
completed for him to spend the year 1960 in such service and for his responsi- 
bilities as Race Relations Secretary to be carried in his absence by Rev. Rudolph 
W. Raber, pastor of Hough Avenue Church in Cleveland. Mr. Raber's congregation 
had agreed to an arrangement whereby he would devote 75% of his time to his 
duties as Race Relations Secretary and a competent worker provided by the Board 
of National Missions and the Commission on Christian Social Action would carry on 
the community program of the Church. 


RECESS 
The General Council recessed from 12:25 p.m. until 2:10 p.m. 
VISIT OF DR. KLEMME TO WEST GERMANY 


Dr. Wagner called upon Dr. Klemme to tell of a journey overseas which he would 
begin within the very near future. Dr. Klemme stated that as part of our govern- 
ment's cultural exchange program he had been invited by the government of West 
Germany to spend a month in that country. In granting him leave of absence the 
Commission on Christian Social Action had extended the time to two months so that 
he might make an intensive study of church and secular activities abroad. 


Dr. Wagner assured Dr. Klemme that on this journey he would carry with him 
the prayers and good wishes of the General Council. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE REPORTS OF THE PRESIDENT AND THE SECRETARY - I 

With Dr. Haas presiding, the report of the Committee on the Reports of the 
President and the Secretary was presented by Mr. Bond and Dr. Dearborn. Mr. Bond 
presented the items dealing with the report of the President and Dr. Dearborn 
presented those dealing with the report of the Secretary. 


The report was acted upon item by item and was adopted as presented except in 
the following instances; 


Items 4 and 9 were adopted after suggested changes in them had been accepted 
by the Committee. 


Item 13 was not adopted but was referred to the Administrative Committee. 


Item 21 was deleted. This necessitated renumbering the remaining items of 
the report. 
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Item 35 was amended and adopted as amended. 


Item 36 was referred back to the Committee on the Reports of the President 
and the Secretary. On Wednesday evening the Committee presented in place of this 
item two new items, numbered 36 and 37 respectively, which were adopted by the 
General Council. 


To rectify an omission from the report of the Committee it was 


VOTED: to accept with regret the resignation of Mrs. Vincent J. Bartell 
59-10-GC-13 as a member of the General Council. 


When item 15 was adopted Dr. Wagner agreed to provide for these minutes a 
paragraph on the distinction between the Committee on Theological Education and 
the Theological Committee. This explanatory note has been inserted after item 15. 


Item 30 was adopted by a rising vote and applause. 


In its final form the report of the Committee on the Reports of the President 
and the Secretary is as follows: 


1. The General Council expresses its gratitude to President Wagner for his 
continued participation in ecumenical meetings and for his interpretation to the 
Council and to the Church of their implications. It congregatulates him upon his 
election as one of the vice-presidents of the World Alliance of Reformed and Pres- 
byterian Churches. 


2. The General Council expresses its appreciation to those men and women who 
served as delegates of the Evangelical and Reformed Church to the meeting of the 
World Alliance in Sao Paulo, Brazil, during the summer of 1959. 


3. The General Council concurs in the proposal of the delegation to the meet- 
ing of the World Alliance, "that we should be giving more adequate support to the 
Alliance," and refers their two recommendations to the Finance Committee for 
report to the February meeting of the Council. 


4, The General Council adopts items 1-9 on pages 6 and 7 of the President's 
report dealing with the World Council of Churches, and refers those items requir- 
ing such consideration to the Committee on Finance and Budget. 


5. The General Council records its sincere appreciation of the contributions 
made to the ongoing life and work of the Church by its six members now retirizz. 
We shall miss not only their wisdom, but their fellowship in our meetings. 

At the same time we welcome to the Council the newly elected members and 
express to them our conviction that they will find joy and satisfaction in this 
service to our beloved Church. 


6. The General Council requests the Administrative Committee to present at 
least two nominations for the vacancy on the General Council created by the resig- 
nation of Mrs. V. J. Bartell for election by a mail vote prior to the February 
meeting. 


7. The General Council approves the committee appointments as listed on pages 
9 and 10 of the President's report. 
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8. The General Council receives with appreciation the communication from the 
General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. and refers it 
to the Executive Council of the General Synod of the United Church of Christ. 


9. The General Council commends the experimental programs undertaken in 1959 
in the Lay School of Theology and the School of Graduate Study for Ministers and 
urges their continued development and expansion. 


10. The General Council expresses its opinion that employment of a management 
consultant as recommended by the Executive Committee of the Board of National 
Missions is inappropriate at this time. 


11. The General Council refers the nomination of the Evangelical and Reformed 
members of the Commission on Christian Unity and Ecumenical Study and Service to 
the Administrative Committee for report at the February meeting. 


12. The General Council refers to the Administrative Committee for consideration 
and report to the February or a later meeting the election of delegates to the 
National Council of Churches and the World Alliance of Reformed and Presbyterian 
Churches. 


13. The General Council requests a ruling by the counselor of the Church as to 
whether Dr. David Dunn is eligible to serve on both the Board of International 
Missions and the Executive Committee of the Historical Society. 


14. The General Council refers to the Administrative Committee for report to 
the February meeting the appointment of the Board of Directors of the Foundation 
of the Evangelical and Reformed Church, the Committee on Theological Education 
and the Committee on Liturgics. 


15. The General Council expresses its judgment that the Theological Committee 
is not supplanted by the Committee on Theological Education but should be continued 
as a separate instrumentality. 


Note: This action of the General Council was predicated on a difference of 
responsibility which can be described as follows. The duties of the Committee on 
Theological Education are defined by the new By-Law as follows: "To engage in con- 
tinuing exploration of the purpose and content of theological education in the life 
of the Church, to interpret to the Church the needs of the seminaries, and to inter- 
pret to the seminaries the concerns and needs of the Church with respect to those 
who serve it in full-time vocation." The Theological Committee, on the other hand, 
since its appointment first in 1953, has demonstrated its distinctive functions ia 
the life of the Church as including the responsible and competent concern for the 
theological undergirding of the Church's life and work, and as the appropriate group 
to which has been and can be referred theological issues, or issues in which theo- 
logical considerations are basically involved, as such issues arise in the life of 
the Church or are referred to the Church from the confessional and ecumenical 
bodies with which it is affiliated or from any other source. The Theological Com- 
mittee has already rendered distinctive service to the Church in defining concepts 
related to such matters as ordination and commissioning of full-time Church-related 
workers. The respective functions of the two committees thus conceived are more 
than sufficiently different to justify the existence and functioning of both. 


1% 
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16. The General Council approves the election of Mr. Harold C. Kropf and Mr. 
Robert D. Smink to the Commission on Christian Social Action and the election of 
Miss Marie E. Helland and Mr. Richard A. Howard to the Board of Christian Education 
and Publication. 


17. The General Council approves the appointment of Miss Florence Vail to the 
staff of the Board of Christian Education and Publication, subject to final action 
of the Board. 


18. The General Council favors the request of the International Greek New Tes- 
tament Project that our contribution to this project be made now rather than over 
a ten-year period, and refers the matter to the Committee on Finance and Budget. 


19. The General Council requests the Committee on Finance and Budget to give 
careful consideration to its schedule of staff salaries, especially as problems 
are raised by the merger of agencies with their Congregational Christian counter- 
parts, and to make such recommendations as seem appropriate to the February meeting. 


20. The General Council approves a campaign within the bounds of Southern Synod 
for a proposed Church Nursing Home, subject to the approval of the Commission on 
Health and Welfare Services. 


21. The General Council expresses its pleasure that Dr. Haas and Dr. Goebel 
have accepted positions of leadership in the United Seminary Appeal. 


22. The General Council refers to the Committee on Finance and Budget the 
query of the Commission on Christian Social Action as to change of its fiscal year. 


23. The General Council expresses its gratitude to President Wagner for his 
revision of the pamphlet "So You're a Consistoryman," especially in view of other 
strenuous demands upon his time and energy, and commends its use to the congrega- 
tions of the Church. 


eh, The General Council urges the Committee on Liturgics to proceed with pub- 
lication of the "Book of Stated Prayers" on which it has been working. 


25. The General Council requests the Treasurer of the Church to secure annually 
the data necessary for application of the Formula for Allocations to the Colleges 
and Academies of the Church. 


26. The General Council directs the President of the Church to call to the 
attention of the Commission on Higher Education the proposals of the Formula Commit- 
tee, with the request that their implementation as aspects of the Commission's 
By-Law responsibility be assigned to a committee of the Commission chosen from 
those persons elected to the Commission by the General Synod. 


27. The General Council declines the request of Lakeland College for alteration 
of the Formula for Allocation of Funds as it applies to that college for the next 
bienniun. 


28. The General Council approves the change in the Articles of Incorporation of 
of Lakeland College providing for an increase in membership of the Board of Trustees 
and a change in the proportion to be elected by the General Synod. 


2) 
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29. The General Council favors the continuation of the study of the proposed 
relocation of Mission House Theological Seminary and appropriates to the Commission 
on Higher Education an additional amount not to exceed $1,000 toward the expensé of 
such study, this item to be referred to the Committee on Finance and Budget for 
implementation. 


30. The General Council expresses anew its appreciation and admiration of the 
President of the Church for his leadership, ranging as it does from events of 
importance to single congregations to ecumenical activities. The Council especially 
commends his leadership in the merger proceedings and prays that he will be given 
the strength and good health to continue his forceful efforts. Without appearing 
to offer gratuitous advice it would urge him to conserve his energies for these 
most important concerns. 


31. The General Council heartily commends the Secretary of the Church for the 
very faithful and efficient discharge of the duties of his office. It particularly 
recognizes and regrets the tremendous amount of detail work that the two past meet- 
ings of General Synods required. It also expresses its gratitude to the members of 
his staff who gave him their complete cooperation to the end that this work was 
accomplished in such a commendable manner. 


32. The General Council, recognizing the considerable additional work placed 
upon him by his election as Secretary of the United Church of Christ, requests the 
Secretary and the Administrative Committee to study means of providing additional 
staff assistance for certain specific duties such as the management of General 
Synod meetings and other agreed upon areas. | 


33. The General Council approves the use of the Qualification Form subject to 
such rearrangement as judged appropriate by the Secretary and the Congregational 
Christian representatives. | 


34. The General Council refers overtures 1, 2 and 3 to the Committee on Corre- 
lation and Promotion, and overture 4 to the Administrative Committee. 


35. The General Council, in response to overture 5, requests the Committee on 
Constitutional Matters to make every effort, in the future, to have its report 
included in the Blue Book for the Synods in the year in which a General Synod meet- 
ing is to be held. 


36. The General Council approves the appointment of the Rev. Mr. Lee W. Rock- 
well as Executive Secretary of the Commission on Health and Welfare Services at 
the annual salary ($8,000 plus $1,500 house allowance) listed in the previously 
approved budget, such appointment to be effective as soon after January 1, 1960, 
as he can be released from his present position. 


37. The General Council recommends that, because of the necessarily intimate 
relationship of the Commission on Health and Welfare Services to the Commission 
on Church and Ministry and theCommission on Christian Social Action, and because 
of the locations of the institutions related to the Commission, its office be 
located in Cleveland; and further requests that any other choice of location be 
made only with the approval of the Administrative Committee. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE AND BUDGET - I 


With Dr. Wagner presiding, the first seven items of the report of the Committee 
on Finance and Budget were presented by the chairman, Dr. Mueller. After these 
items had been acted upon, further consideration of the report was deferred in order 
that the members of the General Council might view an exhibit of recent publica- 
tions of the Board of Christian Education and Publication. 


RECESS 
The General Council recessed at 4:52 p.m. 


In the evening the Council and its advisory members were the guests of Phila- 
delphia Synod at a dinner meeting held in Trinity Church. 


Wednesday, October 21 


The General Council reconvened at 7:40 p.m. At Dr. Wagner's request, 
Dr. Braun offered prayer. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTER ON THE REPORTS OF THE PRESIDENT AND THE SECRETARY - If 


At this point the chairman of the Committee on the Reports of the President 
and the Secretary presented the two items which, as recorded on page 7 of these 
minutes, were adopted by the General Council in place of what had originally been 
the concluding item of the Committee's report. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATION 


The report of the Committee on Publication was presented by the chairman, 
Dr. Dearborn. Items 1 and 2 were adopted as presented. Item 3 was received as 
information. Item 4 was amended and adopted as amended. 


Dr. Dearborn stated that an item regarding a matter in which both the Conm- 
mittee on Publication and the Committee on Correlation and Promotion had a concern 
would be presented to the General Council by the latter Committee. 


In its final form the report of the Committee on Publication is as follows: 


1. The General Council refers the letter of the Rev. Mr. Merzdorf to the Con- 
tinuation Committee of the Evangelical Synod of N. A. and the Historical Society 
with the suggestion that if publication of the lectures of Director William Becker 
does not seem desirable, typed copies be made available to the seminary libraries. 


2. The General Council's attention is called to the fact that the United 
Church Herald has completed one year of publication with a circulation of 38,000 
copies - New York office, and 110,000 copies - St. Louis office. The United Church 
Herald has made a distinctive contribution to the United Church of Christ this year 
and the General Council congratulates its co-editors, Dr. Theodore C. Braun and 
Dr. Andrew Vance McCracken, and their staffs. 


12 
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3. The attention of the General Council is called to the fact that the United 
Church Herald staff has been enlarged by the addition of Mrs. Mary Harrington, 
formerly of the midwest Office of Communication, as part-time reporter of lay 
activities. This has been made possible through earmarking gifts from the Women's 
Guild and the Women's Fellowship of the respective constituencies of the United 
Church of Christ. : 


4. The General Council is pleased with the suggestion of President Wagner that 
he might find time to prepare a treatise on mission strategy, based on his reports 
to the General Council and the General Synod. The General Council suggests that he 
confer with Dr. Jerome Fussell, missions editor for the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion and Publication, as to the possibilities for distribution and use of such a 
booklet. 


"United Church Herald." Dr. Dearborn informed the General Council that the 
contracts for printing the United Church Herald would expire in October 1960. 
Before entering into a new contract or contracts the Joint Publication Committee 
would make a careful study of the whole matter of printing the merged Church paper. 
Fach member of the Committee would receive a copy of the New York edition and the 
St. Louis edition for purposes of comparison. The two editions also would be 
evaluated by a printing expert to be chosen by the Joint Publication Committee's 
Administrative Committee, a body composed of the co-chairmen of the Joint Committee 
and the co-editors of the United Church Herald. 


At Dr. Wagner's invitation, Dr. Braun, co-editor of the United Church Herald, 
spoke concerning the paper, referring partirularly to the cost of publishing it 
and to plans for including in future issues more news regarding lay activities. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE AND BUDGET - IT 


Dr. Mueller completed the presentation of the report of the Committee on 
Finance and Budget. In presenting item 22 he explained that the phrase "At 
present" should be interpreted as signifying "As of the effective date of this 
directive." 


The record of actions taken upon the report is as follows: 


With the exception of items 6, 16 and 17, all items were adopted as presented. 
Item 6 was referred back to the Committee on Tuesday and a substitute offered by 
the Committee on Wednesday was adopted. Items 16 and 17 were amended and adopted 
as amended. 


In its final form the report of the Committee on Finance and Budget is as 
follows: 


1. The Committee on Finance and Budget regrets the absence of Treasurer Keck 
from this meeting, due to illness, and prays for his speedy and full recovery. 


2. The General Council has received all reports of audits except that of the 
Commission on Stewardship. These have been reviewed and certain items in question 
have been discussed with the boards and agencies. 


13 


14 


General Council, October 20, 21 and 22, 1959 - page 13 


3. The General Council directs the Treasurer of the Church to transmit to the 
boards and agencies not using the officially designated auditor for the Church - 
Lybrand, Ross Bros. and Montgomery - a list of the suggestions and proposals which 
the Church auditor recommends, with the direction to comply with same. If these 
suggestions are adopted, the boards and agencies may continue to use their own 
auditors. This is in accord with the General Council action taken in February, 


1999. 


h. The General Council directs that if an agency selects an auditor other than 
that designated by the denomination, such auditor must follow the method of auditing 
set forth by the General Council, but having selected its own auditor, the agency 
must pay for same. 


5. The General Council notes the action taken by the Board of Investments at 
its September meeting, in which it voted to dispense with an outside audit. The 
Council directs that the Board of Investments have an audit made by the Church 
auditing firm as heretofore, which includes payment of same by the Church. 


6. The General Council modifies its action taken in February 1959, item 14 of 
the report of the Committee on Finance and Budget, by the adoption of the following 
statement of policy: Properly elected Evangelical and Reformed representatives 
attending meetings of the Board for Home Missions, the American Board of Commission- 
ers for Foreign Missions, or constituent units of these Boards, shall have their 
expenses paid from the Church Union Fund, but executives or staff personnel of 
Evangelical and Reformed agencies counterpart to these groups shall have their 
expenses paid from the resources of their agencies. In the light of this policy 
the Treasurer's office is authorized to make reimbursement in the amount of 
$2,863.60 from the Church Union Fund for certain expenses already incurred. 


7. The General Council directs that it is mandatory for all new employees of 
boards and agencies becoming employed after February 1, 1960 on a monthly or 
annual salary basis, after six months of service, to become members of the Retire- 
ment Fund for Lay Workers. | 


8. The General Council, having authorized preparations for the observance of 
the Quadricentennial (1963) of the Heidelberg Catechism under the auspices of 
Lancaster Seminary, directs that the seminary shall from time to time present its 
requests for expenses incurred up to the maximum subsidy which has been voted 
and authorizes the Treasurer to pay those requests, from the Contingent Fund, as 
they are received. | 


9. The General Council agrees that $400 shall be advanced from the Administra- 
tion Fund to the Magyar Synod to apply on the expenses in the Miami lawsuit, rein- 
bursable to the treasury of the Church when the case is adjudicated. The General 
Council directs the counselor of the Church to keep fully informed of all develop- 
ments in the case and to secure copies of all documents filed in the pleadings. 
Since responsibility in this matter rests primarily with the Magyar Synod, that 
synod should note that the participation of the Church in the expenses of this svit 
must be rigidly limited. | 


10. The General Council directs that the sum of $6,284.30 be paid from the 
Contingent Fund to the Board of National Missions to provide funds for the balance 
of the current fiscal year for the Dakota-Rocky Mountain Synods project. 
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ll. The General Council directs that the gift of $10,000 from Eden Publishing 
House be placed in the Apportionment Surplus Account. 


12. The General Council endorses the special effort to be made by the President 
of the Church to solicit special gifts for the new headquarters of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches. 


13. The General Council recommends that the matter of the payment of $2,700 to 
the International Greek New Testament project be deferred until the February meet- 


ing. 


14. The General Council advises the Commission on Christian Social Action that 
it may use the calendar year for its own operations; however, in its relationship 
to the Church it will necessarily adhere to the fiscal year as defined in the 
By-Laws. 


15. The General Council directs that since the annual procedure of securing 
the necessary data from the academies and colleges and then applying the formula 
to arrive at the allocations to these institutions is an administrative procedure 
solely, this responsibility shall be assigned to the Treasurer of the Church. 


16. The General Council approves the suggestion that the President of the 
Church arrange to send a copy of the Reformed and Presbyterian World with an 
accompanying letter to all active ministers of our Church, payment for this to be 
made from the Contingent Fund in the sum of approximately $600. 


17. The General Council acknowledges with appreciation the receipt of a legacy 
of $1,000 from Mrs. Clara L. Harms and an annuity of $16,000 from Mrs. T. A. Giese, 
to be deposited for the present in the Memorial Fund. 


18. The General Council receives with appreciation the Assistant Treasurer's 


report on Student Loans, which shows genuine progress in the collection, administra- 


tion and reactivation of loans. 


19. The Assistant Treasurer reported requests from Northern Synod and Susque- 
hanna Synod for reimbursement due to the lack of one delegate from each synod at 
the General Synod meeting. The General Council rules that we adhere to the past 
policy of not making any refunds. 


20. The General Council coneurs in the suggestion that the monthly statements 
on apportionment receipts from the Treasurer's office should list the churches in 
accord with the listing in the Year Book. 


21. The General Council by proper resolution authorizes the addition of the 
name of C. H. Lockyear at the Mercantile Trust Company, St. Louis, Missouri, for 
the St. Louis office account of the Bureau of Audio Visuals. 


22, The General Council requires the signatures of the Treasurer of the Church 
and the Chairman of the Committee on Finance and Budget on checks covering the 
General, Administration and World Service Accounts, effective not later than 
February 1, 1960. At present the names of those officers are respectively C. H. 
Lockyear and John W. Mueller. 
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23. The General Council authorizes the Treasurer's office to pay froin the | 
Contingent Fund an appropriation not to exceed $1,000 to the Commission on Higher 
Faucation to cover the continuation of the study of the proposed relocation of 
Mission House Theological Seminary. 


oh. The General Council, having received a report on the lawsuit involving 
Immanuel Church, Saginaw, Michigan, commends the local plaintiffs, the president 
of Michigan-Indiana Synod, the synod and the legal counsel for their conduct of 
this case, expresses the hope that the plaintiffs and the synod may have additional 
resources to apply to any further expenses that accrue, and assures them of our 
support within the limits of our resources. The General Council directs the 
Treasurer of the Church to transmit to the Michigan-Indiana Synod, from the Admin- 
istration Fund, $2,000 toward the expenses thus far incurred in this case. 


25. The General Council directs that C. H. Lockyear be authorized as one of 
those to have access to the safe deposit box of the Church. 


Dr. Wagner stated that item 23 of the foregoing report paralleled an action 
taken by the Congregational Christian Board of Home Missions and that the appro- 
priation authorized by the General Council would not be needed until 1960. He 
added that the proposed joint study of the matter of establishing a seminary of 
the United Church of Christ in the Northwest had the wholehearted concurrence of 
Dean Gunnemann and the Board of Trustees of Mission House Seminary. 


ADDITIONAL REPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 


Dr. Mackey presented as an additional report of the Administrative Committee 
the minutes of a meeting which the Committee had held on October 18. The General 
Council te 


VOTED: to adopt these minutes. 
59-10-GC-14 


THE WOMEN'S GUILD 


Dr. Wagner invited the president of the Women's Guild, Miss Frances Kapitzky, 
to say a few words. Miss Kapitzky spoke first of her election as moderator of the 
General Synod of the Evangelical and Reformed Church and co-moderator of the 
General Synod of the United Church of Christ. She then spoke of the work of the 
Women's Guild and concluded by announcing the appointment of Miss Dorothy Nyland 
to the staff of the Guild, succeeding Miss Jane Lebold as Secretary of Promotion. 


The General Council 


VOTED: to approve the appointment by the Women's Guild of Miss Dorothy 
59-10-GC-15 Nyland as Secretary of Promotion, with an annual salary of $5,000. 


Dr. Wagner stated that as the Executive Council of the United Church of Christ 
had taken action providing that the co-moderators of the second General Synod 
should be the presiding officers for the adjourned session to be held at Cleveland 
next July, Miss Kapitzky would again be called upon to serve in that capacity. 


RECESS 


The General Council recessed at 9:22 p.m. after the benediction had been 
pronounced by Dr. Wagner. 
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Thursday, October 22 


The General Council assembled at 9:05 a.m. Prayer was offered by Mr. Lockyear. 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CORRELATION AND PROMOTION 


The report of the Committee on Correlation and Promotion was presented by the 
chairman, Dr. Haas. 


Items 14 and 15 of the report were received as information. Items 5, 7 and 19 
were amended and adopted as amended. A substitute for item 12 was adopted. All 
other items were adopted as presented, item 10 being adopted by a rising vote. 


In its final form the report of the Committee on Correlation and Promotion is 
as follows: 


1. (a) The General Council expresses deep gratitude to Mr. M. K. Schwarz for 
his efficient and effective work as Director of Church Finance Advisory Service of 
the Department of United Promotion and extends good wishes to him as he enters upon 
his new responsibilities. 


(b) The General Council welcomes Mr. A. J. Koch to the office of Director of 
Church Finance Advisory Service and looks forward to continuing progress under his 
leadership in this area of promotional work. 


2. The Committee on Correlation and Promotion calls the attention of the 
General Council to a deficit of approximately $25,000 incurred by the Department 
of United Promotion in the first eight months of the current fiscal year through 
printing and mailing Christian Enlistment materials to local churches, the number 
of orders received being larger than was anticipated at the beginning of the year. 
The Committee on Correlation and Promotion requests the General Council to refer 
this matter to the Committee on Finance and Budget for consideration and report to 
the Council at its meeting next February. | 


3. The Committee on Correlation and Promotion calls the attention of the 
General Council to the interesting information concerning Religion in American 
Life which is given on page 3 of the report of the Assistant Director of the 
Department of United Promotion. The Committee suggests that the denominational 
representatives present this information to the synods at their meetings next 
spring. 


hk, The General Council expresses its desire to cooperate with the Congrega- 
tional Christian Churches in the production of a Directory of Promotional Materials 
for 1960-1961 and names Dr. L. C. T. Miller as its representative in this matter. 
The Council requests Dr. Miller to inform Rev. David Sandstrom of its desire that 
he report by December 1 the name of the person who will be given responsibility and 
authority to work with Dr. Miller in the production of this Directory. 


5. (a) On behalf of the General Council the Committee on Correlation and 
Promotion expresses appreciation to Dr. James E. Wagner for his splendid work in 
preparing a revision of his pamphlet "So You're a Consistoryman.” 


(0) It is the understanding of the Committee on Correlation and Promotion 
that the financial responsibility for "So You're a Consistoryman" has rested with 
the Department of United Promotion. The Committee recommends to the General Council 
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that henceforth this financial responsibility be lodged with the General Council. 


6. The Committee on Correlation and Promotion, having discovered that the 
Committee on Program for the Fall Meetings of the Synods did not deal with the 
matter of making the fall meetings optional, requests the President of the Church 
to appoint a new Committee on Program for the Fall Meetings on the same membership 
basis as the other committee, and recommends that the new committee be instructed 
not only to plan for the fall meetings of 1960 but also to deal with the suggestion 
of the Synod Presidents' Conference that the fall meetings of synods be made option- 
al and to report at the meeting of the General Council next February. 


7. In view of the fact that the Board of Business Management regards the 
editorship of Reformatusok Lapja as a part-time position for which the Board is 
willing to pay an annual salary of $3,600 plus house allowance, the General Council 
authorizes the Department of United Promotion to employ the editor of Reformatusok 
Lapja, Dr. Laszlo Harangi, as a part-time member of its staff, with special respon- 
sibility for promotional work in Magyar Synod, at an annual salary of $1,400 plus a 
proportionate share of his house allowance. It shall be clearly understood that _ 
Dr. Harangi's promotional work shall be assigned to him by the Director of United 
Promotion, to whom he shall be responsible and to whom he shall report on all 
assignments given him. To avert any possible misinterpretations the General Council 
emphasizes that such employment shall be for a two-year, trial period and shall be 
subject to review at the end of that period. The General Council directs that in 
this two-year, trial period Dr. Harangi shall accept no other employment, but shall 
devote his full time to his duties as editor of Reformatusok Lapja and member of 
the United Promotion staff. | 


8. The General Council urges the Committee on Permanent Headquarters for the 
United Church of Christ to proceed with all possible haste, taking into account 
the needs of all instrumentalities, and that it consult with the same; and that 
consideration be given also to the relationship of this study to the establishment 
of conference headquarters and new regional headquarters of instrumentalities of 
the Church. 


9. The General Council approves the appointment of Mr. A. J. Koch as Director 
of Church Finance Advisory Service at an annual salary of $7500. 


10. The General Council expresses its appreciation of the very careful work 
done by the Director and staff of the Department of United Promotion and the 
dedication they are giving to their particular tasks. This Department is one of 
the strong and mighty factors in the progress that is being made in the life and 
work of the Church. 


ll. The General Council protests the action of the National Council of Churches 
in designating Sunday, October 25, as Reformation Sunday, and points out that the 
Sunday nearest to October 31 is traditionally observed as Reformation Sunday. 


12. The General Council requests the President of the Church to invite four 
synod presidents, on a geographic basis, to attend each meeting of the General 
Council in the capacity of advisory members. 


13. For the years 1960 and 1961, the General Council designates Reformation 
Sunday and Pentecost Sunday as special offering days for the United Seminary Appeal. 
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14. The Committee on Correlation and Promotion informs the General Council that 
it has requested the Secretary to correspond with the president of Southeast Ohio 
Synod and seek clarification of the synod's overture requesting the General Council 
and the Cabinet on Correlation and Promotion “to consider more satisfactory ways of 
enlisting pastors, lay men and lay women in the development of policy and program 
for synods and congregations." 


15. With respect to the overture of Philadelphia Synod that there be a change 
of emphases in the Weekly Bulletins, the Committee on Correlation and Promotion 
informs the General Council that emphases of the kind recommended by Philadelphia 
Synod have been given favorable consideration by the joint committee on a Sunday 
bulletin for the United Church of Christ. 


16. The General Council instructs the President and the Secretary of the Church 
to prepare a form to be used by an institution or agency or synod of the Church in 
requesting approval of a financial campaign within the boundaries of a synod or a 
group of synods. 


17. The General Council urges the Commission to Prepare a Constitution for the 
United Church of Christ to reconsider By-Law 99 with a view to providing that the 
names of persons proposed for the Nominating Committee shall come from the confer- 
ences rather than from the instrumentalities of the Church. 


18. The General Council urges the Commission to Prepare a Constitution for the 
United Church of Christ to revise By-Law 101 to read as follows: "When selecting 
candidates for offices the Nominating Committee shall consider all names sub- 
mitted for existing or imminent vacancies. All instrumentalities and conference 
executives shall be invited to submit names of possible candidates to the Nominat- 
ing Committee." 


19. The General Council reports to the Commission to Prepare a Constitution for 
the United Church of Christ the following observation developed in a conference of 
the executives of the boards and agencies of the Evangelical and Reformed Church: 


With reference to the proposed Stewardship Council provided for in 
the proposed Constitution and By-Laws of the United Church of Christ, 
it was voted: 


(a) That the task of stewardship education and stewardship cultivation 
is so important that, no matter where responsibility for this 
task is lodged in the structure of the United Church, provision 
should be made for a committee of representative pastors and lay 
people and an adequate staff to carry on this work in the life of 
the Church. 


(>) If responsibility for stewardship education and stewardship cul- 
tivation is lodged under the Board for Home Missions, the name 
“Stewardship Council" does not seem to be a suitable name for the 
agency charged with the task of interpreting the benevolent needs 
of the United Church to its churches and members. 


20. The General Council directs that all boards, commissions and agencies of 
the Church shall pay the 4 of 1% administrative cost for employees included in the 
Retirement Fund for Lay Workers, in addition to the 8. 
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21. The General Council requests the Administrative Committee to give consider- 
ation to the guaranteed advance for 1960 and report to the General Council in Feb- 
ruary. 


22. The General Council approves the election of Mr. John W. Cooper to complete 
the unexpired term of Mr. William C. Mingle as a member of the Board of Business 
Management, and the election of Mr. Fred C. Smith to complete the unexpired term of 
Mr. George W. Hummel as a member of that Board. 


23. The General Council requests the Board of Business Management to discuss 
the matter of its continued representation at the fall meetings of the synods and 
report to the General Council next February. 


2h, The Committee on Correlation and Promotion informs the General Council that 
it has reviewed all reports received from boards and agencies of the Church and has 
noted with gratitude the many indications of the expanding work of these instrumen- 
talities of the Church. 


UNITED SEMINARY APPEAL 


Dr. Haas, reporting on the United Seminary Appeal, stated that the General 
Council was represented on the Planning Committee by the chairman and the secretary 
of the Committee on Correlation and Promotion, Dr. Haas and Dr. Mackey, while the 
Department of United Promotion was represented by its Director, Dr. Klein. Each 
of the seminaries was represented by its executive officer, by two alumni, one of 
them a full-time synod president and the other a pastor, and by a layman drawn 
from its geographical constituency. Specifically, Eden Seminary was represented 
by Dr. Frederick W. Schroeder, Dr. Paul C. Kehle, Dr. Emil H. Bassler and Mr. Fred 
Busse; Lancaster Seminary was represented by Dr. Robert V. Moss, Jr., Rev. James 
W. Mcyer, Rev. Gordon H. Sperry and Mr. Paul Hafer; Mission House Seminary was 
represented by Dr. Louis H. Gunnemann, Dr. Harry W. Bredeweg, Rev. George A. Mohr 
and Mr. Norman Schowalter. 


The Planning Committee chose the following officers: Chairman, Dr. Haas; 
Vice-Chairman, Dr. Bredeweg; Secretary, Mr. Busse; Treasurer (ex officio), Mr. 
Charles H. Lockyear. These officers, together with Dr. Klein and the director 
of the United Seminary Appeal, Dr. L. W. Goebel, were designated as the Executive 
Committee of the Planning Committee. 


At a conference held in St. Louis on July 13 the program and plan of the canm- 
paign were agreed upon, and it was decided not to engage the services of a profes- 
sional fund-raising firm. Thereafter, Dr. Haas and Dr. Mackey met with the synod- 
ical Kingdom Service Chairmen, who accepted quotas for their respective synods. 

The total amount to be secured through the campaign is $2,000,000. In each year of 
the biennium two special days will be designated for receiving offerings to meet 
the congregational quotas. 


Plans for the campaign include a budget committee, a speakers bureau, pulpit 
exchanges, tours of the seminaries, concerts by the seminary choirs, consistorial 
meetings at which representatives of the seminaries will be present, the use of 
seminary students during holiday periods, and the training of volunteer lay workers 
by the Department of United Promotion. 


A campaign leaflet, "Serving the Church Through the Ministry," was used at the 
fall meetings of the synods this year. There will be other campaign aids, such as 
a symbol for the United Seminary Appeal, filmstrips with sound, posters and pledge 
cards. 
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Although the campaign will not begin officially until February 1, 1960, the 
first contribution has already been received. This was a gift of one hundred 
shares of Pennsylvania Power and Light Company stock. The first contribution from 
@ congregation also has been received. This was a gift of $100 from a church in 
Northern Synod. All advance contributions from congregations will be credited to 
those congregations after February l. 


OFFICE OF COMMUNICATION 


United Church Board for World Ministries. Miss Hyer informed the General 
Council that Dr. Everett C. Parker of the Office of Communication had attended a 
joint meeting which the Board of International Missions and the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions had held in Akron on October 20, and that 
he had sent her word that at this meeting the two boards had taken action to foxn 
the United Church Board for World Ministries. (In accordance with prior consulta- 
tions and agreements with the Congregational Christian Service Committee and the 
Evangelical and Reformed Commission on World Service, the action taken at Akron 
united these service agencies with the two foreign mission boards in the United 
Church Board for World Ministries. ) 


Publicity for General Synod meetings. Miss Hyer displayed a collection of 
press clippings covering the meetings held by the eleventh General Synod of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church and the second General Synod of the United Church 
of Christ last July. In conclusion she reported that the Office of Communication 
had prepared a news release concerning the second General Synod's action referring 
the proposed constitution of the United Church of Christ to the congregations, 
associations, conferences, synods and instrumentalities of the uniting communions 
for study and comment prior to the adjourned meeting of the second General Synod 
next July. 


ADJOURNMENT 

President Wagner stated that he spoke not only for himself but also for the 
continuing members of the General Council in assuring those whose terms would 
shortly expire of a deep sense of gratitude for their twelve years of service on 
the Council. He expressed confidence that he could call upon them, when occasion 
required it, for the help they were peculiarly fitted to give to the Church. 


After a brief closing statement the President offered prayer, concluding with 
the Lord's Prayer in which all present united. He then pronounced the benediction. 


The General Council adjourned at 11:47 a.m. 


James E. Wagner, Chairman Sheldon E. Mackey, Secretary 
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Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, October 20, 1959 


To the General Council of the Evangelical and Reformed Church: - 


This has been a strenuous summer. The period June 29 to July 10 was 
spent in Oberlin, Ohio, attending the Eleventh General Synod of the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church and the Second General Synod of the United Church of Christ. 
After a hurried trip home, Monday, July 13, was given to a meeting in St. Louis 
of the initial planning committee of the United Seminary Appeal, in order not 
to delay until fall initiation of adequate steps toward effective prosecution 
of the quest for $2,000,000 in capital funds to implement General Synod's 
approval of this effort to strengthen our theological seminaries. 


Dr. Hoskins, Dr. Mackey and I spent July 15 together in Philadelphia 
pulling together loose ends requiring most immediate attention following the 
General Synod of the United Church of Christ, and just one week later, on 
July 22, I left on a 40-day journey which took me to Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, the island of Sal in the Cape Verde group, Lisbon, Rome and Athens, to 
the Island of Rhodes, Greece, for the annual meeting of the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches. 


By the time I got home I had travelled 18,830 miles, most of it by 
air, 534 miles of it by sea on the voyage from Athens to Rhodes and return, 
660 miles by bus on tours which took me to Pompeii and Corinth among other 
places, while I was "killing time" en route. It was in many respects the most 
exacting of the six overseas journeys I have now had in the past four years. 
Thirteen days were occupied by meetings of the World Alliance of Reformed and 
Presbyterian Churches, nine by meetings of the Central Committee of the World 
Council. There were miscellaneous engagements in between. immensely inspiring 
and illuminating were the "time-killing' days which afforded the visits to 
Pompeii, Rome, Athens, Corinth, Rhodes and the Island of Patmos, all of which 
are identified with significant aspects of New Testament tradition. It would 
not be appropriate to burden this report with details of the journey. They 
will be reflected in one story on the Sao Paulo meeting of the World Alliance, 
and at least three of my "Co-Presidents' Viewpoint" columns, in the United 
Church Herald, as well as in sections here following on the World Alliance and 
the World Council; reflected also, I hope, in my preaching and in other phases 
of whatever spiritual leadership I am capable of giving, as both are rooted 
and grounded in the Scriptures into which this journey has given me freshly 
deepened insights. 


The World Organizations - A Strategy in Missions 


I came home from the meetings in Sao Paulo and Rhodes seeing more 
clearly than ever the nature and work of the World Alliance and the World 
Council as being part of the contemporary missionary strategy of the member- 
Churches, of vital and important worth especially for the Churches of western 
Europe, the British Isles, and North America. 


Classification of those present at the Sao Paulo meeting will help to 
illustrate the point. Of 367 persons attending, 212 were voting delegates, 
eleven fraternal delegates, and 144 were classified as observers, consultants, 
staff members, and accredited visitors. 


| Staff included a considerable number of translators temporarily 
engaged since, with IBM equipment, each speaker's words were immediately relayed 
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to those present in their choice of the meeting's four official languages, 
English, German, French and Portuguese. The latter was included this time 
among the four because it is the common language of Brazil, although every 
other Latin American country uses Spanish. 


Africa was well represented with delegates from Egypt, Nigeria, Kenya, 
the Camerouns, Portuguese East Africa, Ghana, and the Union of South Africa. 


Asia was represented by delegates from Japan, Korea, India, Ceylon, 
Formosa, West Java, Thailand, the Philippines, Syria and Lebanon. New Zealand 
was also represented. 


Four Communist-controlled countries were represented: Czechoslovakia, 
Roumania, Yugoslavia and Poland,- the presence of their delegates making all 
the more conspicuous and eloquent the absence of delegates from Hungary. (This 
troubled land where the Churches appear to be heading for new troubles, was 
rather fully represented at the Central Committee meeting in Rhodes. ) 


Nine Latin American countries were represented at Sao Paulo: 
Guatemala, Honduras, Venezuela, Columbia, Brazil, Uruguay, Argentina, Chile, 
and Ecuador; and four from the Caribbean area,- Trinidad, Puerto Rico, Cuba 
and Jamaica. 


Part of the world mission of the Church today is to strengthen 
evangelical witness in countries historically dominated by the Roman Catholic 
Church. Part of the mission, by witness and service as well as by persistent 
fellowship possible because the Orthodox Churches are members of the World 
Council of Churches, is to help lift Orthodoxy, in the countries where it 
predominates, out of its peculiarly limited concept of the nature and mission 
of the Church,- moving and wonderful as are some aspects of Orthodoxy. Part 
of the mission is to sustain, by fellowship, service ministries, and prayer, 
our Christian brethren in Communist-controlled lands. Part of the mission is 
to feed and nurture and guide the "younger Churches" in historic mission lands 
where more and more of these Churches are making the effort on fledgeling 
wings to fly alone, and to do so while being tiny minorities in the midst of 
almost overwhelming surroundings of non-Christian religious traditions where 
they are not the surroundings of animism and sheer paganism. 


On the other hand, we must be clear that we are blessed to be on the 
receiving end of the Christian mission in its present-day totality,- one 
giving participation in which may be described as in the previous paragraph. 
From Eastern Orthodoxy the Churches of the West are enriched by the stolid 
anachronisms which have within them so much of the mystical, the simple piety 
and devotion, the appreciation of tradition, the "“other-worldliness", which 
western Christianity in its very aggressiveness and contemporaneousness has 
tended to lose. From the "younger Churches" we are constantly receiving a 
freshness of insight in doctrine and evangelism which they exhibit unhampered 
by age-old traditions and a certain matter-of-factness characteristic of the 
West. From Churches in lands where they are numerical or ideological (as in 
Communist countries) minorities we receive new lessons in how to endure for 
Christ's sake. And together with all these we are blessed to bear some measure 
of united witness in the midst of paganism and of the non-Christian religions 
and of a secularism which is perhaps more dominant in the "Christian West" 
than anywhere else in the world. 
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Viewed in such light, our participation in the World Alliance and 
the World Council, our increasing support of their budgets, and our World 
Service program, must be conceived, not as optional commitments from which we 
may just as readily withdraw, but as basic aspects of the strategy of the 
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The World Alliance of Reformed and Presbyterian Churches 

The 18th General Council of the World Alliance met in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, July 27 to August 6, with meetings of the Executive Committee, of which 
I am a member, July 24-25 and again August 7. Many delegates, like myself, 
remained over the following week-end to participate in services celebrating the 
centennial of the Presbyterian Church of Brazil. Sunday, August 2, I was 
privileged also to attend and preach in the Christian (Hungarian) Reformed 
Church in Sao Paulo, the Rev. Janos Apostol, pastor, with which we have had 
some limited contacts in the past. 


Churches in 50 or more countries of every continent and New Zealand, - 
Australia not represented this time,- had delegates at Sao Paulo. ‘The 
Evangelical and Reformed Church was represented by Dr. Silas P. Bittner, 
President A. R. Keppel, Dr. Allen 0. Miller, Mrs. Reuben J. Schroer, Dr. Bela 
Vassady, and the President of the Church. Drs. Bittner, Keppel and Miller were 
accompanied by their wives, Mrs. Schroer by her husband, these’ four being seated 
as Accredited Visitors. Dr. Miller took occasion en route to visit theological 
schools in the Caribbean area, Dr. Vassady to visit Buenos Aires in the 
interests of World Service. The Keppels, Millers and Schroers planned to visit 
our missions in Ecuador and Honduras on the way home. Missionaries Paul H. 
Streich and Harold N. Auler, Jr., and a Honduran pastor, also were among those 
attending. 


"The Servant Lord and His Servant People" was the theme of the Sao 
Paulo meeting, the main theme and four sub-themes (the Service of Theology, of 
the Church, of the Christian, and of the State) constituting the material for 
study by the five sections into which the delegates were divided. Encouraging 
reports were received of the Alliance's work since the 17th General Council at 
Princeton in 1954. The Sao Paulo meeting reaffirmed Alliance policy of working 
within the framework of the larger ecumenical movement, and within this 
orientation took steps to extend and strengthen the work of its Theological and 
Information Departments. 


Since the Alliance has to reckon with the worldwide inflationary trend 
as do we here at home, and in order to strengthen the program it desires to 
continue, the 18th General Council adopted a budget for the next five years 
approximately double the budget effective since Princeton. Before adoption, 
the proposed budget was referred to the respective denominational delegations 
for consideration and action. Our six delegates met and discussed the program 
and budget proposals. They were fully aware that they were not empowered to 
make any commitments, but with that understood by and of them and the other 
delegations, they voted to approve the proposed program and budget for the 
period 1960-64. And, to this end, they unanimously agreed on a memorandum to 
General Council which is submitted herewith:- 


"The delegates representing the Evangelical and Reformed Church 
at the 18th General Council of the World Presbyterian-Reformed 
Alliance take the liberty of bringing to General Council their concern 
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"that we should be giving more adequate support to the Alliance. 
Other North American member-churches have accepted a .006 per 
member quota. Our present contribution falls far short of that. 
All member-churches are being asked to double their support for 
what we believe to be a vital and worthy program. 


"We realize that our recent General Synod has budgeted the 
Alliance for $3,800 annually again for the 1960-61 biennium. We 
urge that General Council consider 


"(1) supplementing from contingent resources that amount by 
$1,000 annually for the biennium, which would then total, 

at $4,800, only a rough approximation of the .006 per member 
quota; and 


"(2) recommending to the General Synod of 1961 a regular budget 
allocation of $7,000 per annum for 1962-63. This step would 
appear all the more desirable in that it would have established 
an adequate budget item to be considered when a unified budget 
is prepared for the United Church of Christ." 


Perhaps I should add only that the President of the Church was elected 
one of the seven regional Vice-Presidents of the Alliance. 


World Council of Churches - The Central Committee Meeting 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches met August 19-27 
at Rhodes, as guests of the Royal Hellenic Government and the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople. It was the first time since the organization of 
the Council in 1948 that either its Central Committee or that Committee's 
smaller Executive Committee had met in a predominantly Eastern Orthodox area. 


Make-up of the Committee's annual meeting is suggested by the personal 
statistics of this one. Of a total attendance of 185, there were five present 
Presidents of the World Council, 53 members of the Committee, 14 substitutes 
(as Dr. Stanger substituted for me in 1956), six representatives from member- 
Churches not otherwise represented, five observers from non-member Churches, 
approximately 35 guests from various Orthodox Churches, 12 fraternal delegates 
from National Councils of Churches in as many countries, eight consultants 
from fraternal bodies such as the World YMCA, United Bible Societies, etc., 

36 members of World Council staff, two observers from the Roman Catholic Church, 
and others. For the first time the Patriarchate of Moscow was represented by 
observers. 


Presence of approximately 35 guests from Orthodox Churches offered an 
unusual opportunity for deepening acquaintance between Orthodoxy and other 
communions in the World Council. To a westerner Orthodoxy appears to be 
strongly marked by an "“other-worldliness" and an isolation from the common life 
of society, which is confronted thus in World Council associations by the 
missionary nature of western Christianity and the latter's concept of 
responsibility for the redemption not only of individuals but of the social 
order. Orthodoxy's sensitivity to what it calls “proselytism" reflects its 
more immediate sensitivity to evangelical Protestantism's instinct for the free 
proclamation of the Gospel and each individual's right of free response to the 
same. 
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Variety and extent of World Council interest and concern were 
reflected in major papers presented before the Central Committee: "The Use of 
the Bible in the Churches"; "A Theology of Evangelism", 32-page report resulting 
from a 10-year study in this field; two excellent papers on "The Significance of 
the Eastern and Western Traditions Within Christendom". There was a progress 
report on the study of Religious Liberty. The 4-year study project on "Christian 
Responsibility in Areas of Rapid Social Change", launched in 1955, has involved 
twelve areas in Africa, Asia, the Middle Fast, and Latin America. It is hoped. 
to extend these studies if resources can be found to make this possible. My own 
conviction is that the World Council has sponsored perhaps no program so 
productive of the ferment out of which worldwide redemptive concern, insight and 
activity is being born and developed as has been this study in “Rapid Social 
Change". 


From the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs were 
reported efforts and witness toward such ends as indefinite suspension of all 
nuclear weapons testing, international control of outer space activities, free 
negotiations between the French government and rebel leaders in Algeria. The 
Rev. Richard M. Fagley presented a special report on "the population explosion" 
which he characterized as "the most neglected of the world's great social 
problems". 


Plans for integration of the International Missionary Council with 
the World Council of Churches continue to move forward in hope of consummation 
at the Third Assembly of the World Council in 1961. Favorable action has been 
reported by 44 of the World Council's 173 member-Churches and by 22 of the 
IMC's 38 National Councils. Two WCC member-Churches (the French Reformed Church 
and the Anglican Church of Ireland) have voted against integration, as have 
three National Councils of Churches (Norway, Belgium, Brazil) belonging to the 
IMC. The Congo Council of Churches has withdrawn from the IMC over the issue. 
The other 127 WCC member-Churches and 12 IMC member-Councils have not reported 
formal action. Both WCC and IMC leaders are even more confident than they were 
a year ago of favorable action. 


Definitive steps were taken toward beginning construction early next 
year of the new headquarters buildings for the World Council. Bishop Henry 
Knox Sherrill has been leading the appeal for funds, and reported approximately 
$1,500,000 already in hand and sufficient assurances of further gifts to warrant 
letting contracts totalling slightly more than $2,000,000. It is my hope that 
from Evangelical and Reformed sources, in addition to our initial denominational - 
gift of more than $9,000 already given we may be able to secure personal gifts 
totalling somewhere between $25,000 and $50,000, with two purposes in mind: 

(1) that they be designated in memory of Dr. George W. Richards and in honor of 
Dr. L. W. Goebel, two of the founders of the World Council; and (2) that these 
funds be transmitted through the World Alliance of Reformed and Presbyterian 
Churches just as, from Lutheran sources, certain similar gifts are being 
transmitted through the Lutheran World Federation. This procedure in both 
instances is prompted by the fact that both world confessional bodies now 
occupy office space in World Council headquarters and will continue to do so in 
the new headquarters buildings. 


; The Central Committee gave further endorsement of the observance of 
World Refugee Year now in process. In this connection it was reported that 
WCC member-Churches had in 1958 contributed a total of $68,000,000 for material 
aid, emergency relief, and service to refugees; and that the Division of Inter- 
Church Aid and Service to Refugees had in 1958 helped resettle 10,190 refugees, 
another 6,122 in the first half of 1959. 
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"The final accounting for aid given by the Churches to Hungarian 
refugees following the 1956 revolt totals $1,470,076. Of this amount, 
$847 ,399 went directly to those refugees, and $622,677 toward emergency 
rehabilitation projects in Hungary and Poland." 


Looking Toward the Third Assembly 


Due to uncertain political conditions in Ceylon where the Third 
Assembly of the World Council was originally scheduled to be held, decision has 
now been taken to meet, rather, in New Delhi, India, approximate dates being 
November 19 to December 5, 1961. 


The Evangelical and Reformed Church has been allocated four delegates. 
That is one more than our original allocation for Evanston, two less than our 
final allocation of six at that time. There is a possibility that our final 
allocation for New Delhi may be increased, and that member-Churches may be 
permitted to have others attend as advisers (consultants ), youth participants, 
or observers. 


Theme for the Third Assembly will be "Jesus Christ: The Light of the 
World", with sub-sections on Unity, Witness, and Service. It is proposed to 
publish one pre-Assembly study booklet, hopefully at 25 cents per copy and 
perhaps less in quantity, the booklet to contain Bible and expository material 
on the main theme and sub-sections plus brief descriptions of the work of the 
wcc in unity, witness and service. The booklet is to be available by 
January 1, 1961, an announcement leaflet by fall, 1960, to aid pastors in 
planning study groups for Lent or the Easter-to-Pentecost season in 1961. 


Closely related to plans for the Third Assembly is the matter of 
future financial support of the World Council. Widespread favorable response 
has been received to the request made a year ago that member-Churches increase 
their contributions by 15 per cent effective in 1960 and so far as possible in 
1959. We have already complied with that request. The Central Committee's 
special Committee on Program and Finance has continued its work which has 
followed the strategy of saying to the member-Churches: "If you wish the World 
Council to strengthen and expand its work, this is what it will cost, and the 
member-Churches must decide whether they wish and are able to support such a 
program." On that basis the Committee is now prepared to present to the New 
Delhi Assembly a program the budget for which will exceed by 68 per cent the 
budget approved by the Evanston Assembly. In the case of those Churches, like 
our own, which have already adopted an item 15 per cent above their previous 
contribution, a further increase of 51 per cent of the new amount will be needed 
for the period 1962-67. Since our General Synod of 1959 adopted a WCC item of 
$14,375 annually for the 1960-61 biennium, we should anticipate, and General 
Council recommend, that the General Synod of 1961 adopt an item of $21,706 
($21,700 in round numbers) annually for the period 1962-67. Central Committee 
delegates from the member-Churches, so far as I could see with no dissent, 
seemed to be convinced that this type of budget proposal represented a realistic 
and fully warranted approach to WCC program and finance for the 6-year period 
following the New Delhi Assembly. 


In light of all the foregoing Third Assembly details I venture to 
recommend : 


1. That we plan to send a maximum delegation to the Third Assembly, 
four as presently allocated, additional delegates, "advisers", "youth 
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participants", or "observers", to as many as four more, if such additional 
allocations are made to us. 


2. That, in accord with a reference from the General Synod, General 
Council, on nomination by the Administrative Committee, elect four delegates 
and four "alternates", this classification of "alternate" being effective for 
the annual meeting of the U.S. Conference of World Council Member-~Churches. 


3. That the basic delegation of four include, in addition to the 
President of the Church, a pastor, a layman, and a laywoman, contingent on 
persons of competence and devotion being found who will be able and willing to 
serve. 


4. That the four and their "alternates" be elected, if possible, at 
the February, 1960 meeting, so that all may have ample time to arrange their 
schedules in tentative anticipation of going to New Delhi. 


2. That the President of the Church be authorized to encourage, 
privately and without general promotion, gifts toward the new WCC headquarters 
buildings, to be designated in memory of Dr. Richards and in honor of Dr.Goebel, 
and to be transmitted through the World Alliance. 


6. That a copy of the preliminary announcement and the pre-Assembly 
study booklet, each at the appropriate time, be sent to our pastors, and that 
organized study by local church groups during Lent or EKaster-to-Pentecost, 
1961, be encouraged. 


~. That the Board of Directors of the Women's Guild be asked to con- 
sider possibility of a gift of $2,500 or $3,000 toward enabling "younger 
churches" to send delegates to the Third Assembly. 


8. That General Council recommend to the General Synod of 1961 
adoption of a WCC budget item of $21,700 annually for the period 1962-67, 
bearing in mind that due account must be taken of this item if a United Church 
budget becomes operative before that period ends. 


9. That, to encourage their early orientation toward the World 
Council of Churches, the President of the Church be authorized to secure an 
adequate supply of the 44-page Handbcok on the World Council mailed to all our 
pastors a year ago, and include a copy for each in his annual letter to our 
Seminary Seniors. 


It will be apparent that these detailed recommendations reflect the 
conviction of the President of the Church expressed earlier in this report, 
namely, that the World Council, and only in lesser degree the World Alliance, 
constitute not only the effective media through which the divided Churches move 
toward closer cooperation and step by step to union, but also a basic pattern 
of missicnary strategy in our time. These agencies merit not only our fullest 
financial and moral support but also, in their behalf, our persistent efforts 
to keep aglow the commitment and enthusiasm of our pastors and lay people with 
regard to these agencies. 


And now I turn in this report to matters "closer home". 
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Farewells, and New Faces 


For six members of General Council this will be the last regular 
meeting they will attend, at least as regular members,- a phrase which 
presupposes that one or another of them may find occasion to drop in as a 
visitor at some future meeting. 


Dr. Fred A. Keck retires from his long service as Treasurer of the 
Church,- an event of which we hope to take more significant notice at our 
February meeting in St. Louis. 


(There are at least a few things on which Dr. Keck and I differ, but 
at least one which we have in common:- we are the only surviving members of the 
first General Council elected by the General Synod of 1938, and we have both 
been in continuous service since that time. The present General Council may be 
interested in a reminder of the make-up of that first General Council. It 
included: Rev. L. W. Goebel, President; Rev. George W. Richards, First Vice- 
President; Judge D. J. Snyder, Second Vice-President; Rev. William E. Lampe , 
Secretary; F. A. Keck, Treasurer; and the Revs. Gerhard W. Grauer, Paul Press, 
D. A. Bode, Paul M. Schroeder, John Lentz, Scott R. Wagner, James E. Wagner, 
Edwin F. Mayer; and Messrs. Herbert D. Schaeffer, Henry Schlundt, John H. 
Eisenhauer, Howard R. Omwake, George Schlessinger, Marshall R. Anspach, Fred H. 
Diehl and Ralph Jordan. It should be noted that there were no women in that 
first General Council!) 


Samuel C. Bond, Jr., and Joseph C. Wetzel, whose first terms of 
membership are coming to a close, declined to allow their names to be 
renominated at the General Synod due to the pressure of business responsibilities. 


The Rev. Ben M. Herbster, D.D., the Rev. Emil N. Krafft, D.D., and 
Mrs. Milton C. Lang, were ineligible for re-election due to their having served 
two full terms successively. 


Fach of these retiring members,- all terms ending officially next 
January 31,- has served the Church with a competence, a devotion, and a generous 
stewardship of time and energy, in a measure far beyond what the Church at large 
can possibly know, and all, respectively, have made major contributions to the 
spiritual life of the Church and the direction it has taken in witness and 
service for Christ. We shall miss their fellowship greatly. 


Re-elected to their second terms by the General Synod were 
Mrs. E. Roy Corman,- Dr. Corman, we are pleased to remember ,- the Rev. Thomas D. 
Garner, D.D., and the Rev. Albert G. Gonser, D.D. 


Six new members of General Council were elected by the recent General 
Synod. They include: Mrs. V. J. Bartell, Louis H. Goebel, Charles L. Gordon,Jr., 
Charles H. Lockyear, Treasurer of the Church, the Rev. Arthur W. Newell , D.D., 
and the Rev. Paul R. Surbey. We are confident that each would bring to General 
Council talents and devotion which will maintain the level required for 
leadership of the Church's life. 


One of them,- Mrs. V. J. Bartell,- after considerable soul-searching 
such as we would expect of her, presents her resignation as a member-elect, in 
@ letter dated September 15 and reading as follows: 
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"To the General Council of 
The Evangelical and Reformed Church 


"Dear Friends: 


"After many weeks of earnest and prayerful consideration, 
endeavoring to sense what God's will might be for me in the dual 
challenge which confronts me to serve His Kingdom through the work 
of our E. and R. Church, I have come to the conclusion that the 
Board of National Missions presents the strongest challenge to my 
particular talent and abilities at this point. 


"While I realize the signal honor and the expression of 
confidence indicated in election to the General Council, and do not 
minimize in the least degree the tremendous importance of the tasks 
which face the General Council in these crucial times, my response 
to the call to serve is directed to the area of work where I feel 
I can make the most significant contribution. 


"Please accept my resignation as a member elect of the General 
Council with my deep regret for any confusion which is thus created 
and for adding to your burdens the necessity of filling a vacancy. 


"May I most humbly and respectfully suggest that one of the 
many qualified women in our Church be chosen to fill the vacancy. 


"Warm greetings to each of you and my earnest prayers in 
behalf of your every effort, both individually and unitedly, toward 
the Cause of our common Lord. 


"Sincerely yours, 


/s/ 
Mrs. V. J. Bartell" 


In view of the desirability of thought and consultation to be given 
to naming a successor to Mrs. Bartell, and the like desirability that that 
successor might be named so as to attend the February meeting, I venture to 
suggest that General Council may wish to refer this responsibility to the 
Administrative Committee with power to act in the Council's behalf. 


Proposed Committee Assignments 


In order that we might be prepared for our regular committee 
meetings at the February meeting of General Council, after preliminary 
consultation with Dr. Mackey and on the basis of a mail vote requested of the 
Administrative Committee before I left for overseas on July 22, I recommend 
the following committee assignments for the biennium:- 


Administrative Committee: Wagner, Mackey, Haas, Garner, Aigiler, 
Lockyear, Mueller. 


Committee on Finance and Budget: Mueller, Gordon, Surbey, Garner, 
Aigler, Lockyear, Rasche, Webber. 
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Committee on Correlation and Promotion: Haas, Mackey, Flucke, Newell, 
Goebel, Gonser, the successor to Mrs. Bartell. 


Committee on Publication: Dearborn, Ellerbrake, Kienle, Kratz, Corman. 
Committee on Constitutional Matters: Mueller, Kratz, Mackey, Goebel. 
sen esaen hatha non Mden<Aleti abesyvsnconrt rine esol 


Newly-elected members of General Council were invited to attend this 
meeting as observers and to sit in with the committees to Which they were 
being appointed. 


Communication from United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 


The press on May 21 reported a communication authorized by the General 
Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. addressed to member 
churches of the North American Area of the World Alliance of Reformed and 
Presbyterian Churches. There were some who misunderstood what the communication 
implied. I am therefore including in this report the communication as it was 
received in my office on June 11 and my reply thereto under date of June 2h. 
The reply will suggest (item 2a) the response which it would seem appropriate 
for General Council to make. 


"Evangelical and Reformed Church 
1505 Race Street 
Philadelphia 2, Penna. 


"TO OUR SISTER CHURCHES OF THE REFORMED FAITH 
AND PRESBYTERIAN ORDER 


"Greetings in the Lord Jesus Christ: 


"One of the richest blessings of God's Spirit that has ever 
been ours to enjoy has come to us this year in the merging of two 
streams of tradition into our new Church 'The United Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America.! Never before, we believe, 
has the bringing together of two proud traditions in the stream of 
Church history been accomplished with a more manifest unity of 
spirit. Of the nearly 10,000 congregations comprising a communicant 
membership in excess of 3,000,000, only two congregations , 
representing less than 500 members, have defected, and these 
without resorting to litigation. Humbly we acknowledge that this 
union was no product of our own labors. This is the Lord's doing, 
and it is marvelous in our eyes. 


"With the Psalmist we confess, ‘Behold how good and how pleasant 
it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.' From the very moment 
when two lines of General Assenbly Commissioners, representing the 
two former Churches, met in the rain on a street corner in Pittsburgh, 
and marched arm in arm into the great hall to be guests together at 
the Lord's Table, the Spirit of the living God has manifested Himself 
among us in new harmony and power. Throughout the General Assembly He 
moved mightily in all our deliberations; and in the months that have 
followed, each of us in the new Church has been encouraged and 
strengthened by the faith and witness of all his brethren. Our sights 
have been lifted to broader horizons as we face together opportunities 
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"and challenges in the United States, and in the more than forty 
countries overseas where God has been pleased to give us 
responsibilities in mission. The joys of discovering one another 
in Christian fellowship at synod, presbytery and local community 
levels, have lifted us to new heights in the Spirit. The deep 
satisfactions that arise from laboring together in the Lord's work 
have filled our lives to overflowing with an abundance of blessing 
which all human standards of measurement fall short of defining. 


"But we cannot be the recipients of such blessings without 
feeling anew a deeper sense of our stewardship under God. His 
blessings are not to be hoarded to oneself, but are to be shared 
as widely as possible with others. The author of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews urges us to neglect not to do good, and to share what 
we have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. The Apostle Paul 
reminds us that the Spirit manifests Himself to each for the common 
good, and admonishes us in the spirit of Christ to be a blessing to 
all men, and especially to those who are of the household of faith. 
He also suggests that when one member of the body of Christ is 
honored it is fitting for all the members to rejoice with it. 


"We desire earnestly, therefore, to share our joys and 
blessings, particularly with you, our Sister Churches in Christ, 
and to let you know how earnestly we yearn in the spirit for a 
closer fellowship with you all in the bonds of Christ. For our 
experience together has impressed upon us afresh the overruling 
purpose of His Spirit in the Church for building up the body of 
Christ until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ. It is not that we think 
we have already obtained, or are already perfect--we are under no 
illusions--but we press on to make the life of the risen Christ 
our own, because Christ has made us His own. 


"There is so much that you and we have in common in our 
Reformed heritage. We are sprung from a common roct and stock. 
We hold a Biblically founded, reasonable faith, centering in Him 
Who is God's final revelation of Himself to men--the eternal Word 
made flesh. Ours is the faith of a risen, reigning Lord, Who has 
already won the battle against the hordes of wickedness, and He 
must reign until He has put all enemies under His feet. 


"Our hearts and our arms are open to you. May we be so bold 
as to express our fervent hope that the day may quickly come when, 
for the sake of Christ and His Kingdom, you and we, recognizing 
that there is one body as well as one Spirit, may present our wit- 
ness to the reconciling love of God in Christ to the world with one 
voice in one Church. 


"Now to Him Who by the power at work within us is able to do 
far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, to Him be glory 
in the Church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and 
ever. Amen. 


"The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. 
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"/s/ 


Arthur L. Miller, Moderator 


/s/ 


Eugene C. Blake, Stated Clerk 


/s/ 
Theophilus M. Taylor, Chairman 
Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations" 


"Arthur L. Miller, Moderator 
Eugene Carson Blake, Stated Clerk 


Theophilus M. Taylor, Chairman 
Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations 


"Dear Brethren: 


"This will acknowledge the commmication dated June 8, 1959 and 
headed 'To Our Sister Churches of the Reformed Faith and Presbyterian 
Order'. 


"I have read this communication with more than ordinary interest 
and with warm sentiments to the body from whirh it comes. I am not 
in any position at present to make any official response to this 
communication, but I did want you to know that it had been received, 
and that at the present moment it seems to me the following procedures 
are likely to be followed: 


"lL. I shall include this communication in its complete form in 
my report to the October meeting of the General Council of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church, since it is this body which is a 
member of the World Alliance of Reformed and Presbyterian Churches. 


"2. I shall probably recommend to the General Council that it 
receive and acknowledge this communication and that it refer this 
communication to either (a) the Executive Council of the General 
Synod of the United Church of Christ, or (b) to a body the 
establishment of which may be authorized by the forthcoming Second 
General Synod of the United Church of Christ, a body which presently 
we are preposing should be called the Commission on Christian Unity 
and Ecumenical Study and Service. I need not tell you that we our- 
selves feel the weight of the extremely long name we are at present 
proposing for this commission. If this commission is authorized by 
the Second General Synod, it would seem to be the most appropriate 
reference for the communication itself. 


"I hope it will be clear why we are likely to follow this procedure. 
As I said in response to a press inquiry at the time the news story of 
your communication to sister Churches was reported on May 21, every 
Such communication is a cause for rejoicing, but at this point the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church could not consider this communication 
alone but in consultation with the Congregational Christian 
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"constituency in the United Church of Christ. 


"I venture one further observation. The fact that conversations 
have already been launched between representatives of the World 
Alliance of Reformed and Presbyterian Churches and representatives of 
the International Congregational Council, may itself suggest and 
indeed provide some warranting foundation for any move which might be 
made by the proposed commission of the United Church of Christ in 
response to this message from the United Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A. 


"With kindest personal regards, I am 
"Yours sincerely, 
James E. Wagner” 


Life and Work Behind the Scenes 
Perhaps one of the functions of the President's report should be to 

give significant glimpses of the inovement of life and work within our fellow- 
ship as it goes on incessantly, unobtrusively, all the time. Sometimes we 
forget that, in the structure of our denominational life with its appropriate 
divisions of labor and responsibility, our Boards, Commissions and Auxiliary 
Organizations press forward day by day in the discharge of their tasks. Some- 
times it has seemed to me that to become an executive or a staff person in one 
of our agencies is to lose oneself in a group of servants of the Church whose 
lot is to be largely un-named, un-honored and un-sung. I share with you 
several glimpses of what is going on behind the scenes. 


Education and Publication. At my request Dr. Franklin I. Sheeder 
recently provided me with a memo from which I glean the following: 


"You will be glad to know that Christian Education Press is in 
the process of filling an order from the United States Air Force 
for 240 sets of fourteen of our curriculum filmstrips which are 
being sent to all Air Force chaplains around the world. A list of 
the filmstrip titles for this crder includes: How and Why We 
Worship (Black and White), The Life of Christ (Color) Part #1, The 
Life of Christ (Color) Part #11, The Church Around the World (Color), 
Growth in Our Idea of God (Color), And Jesus Said (Color), The 
Church in New Testament Times (Color), A.D. 29 (Color), Our 
Protestant Heritage (Color), Story of the Christian Church (B&W), 
Brothers All (Color), Great Personalities (B&W), Our Old Testament 
Heritage (Color), Life of Paul (Color). 


"P.S. to Puzzled Parents by John and Dorathea Crawford, one 
of the latest publications of Christian Education Press, is one 
of the book titles being recommended by the United Lutheran Church 
to its members. An initial order of 1800 copies of this book has 
been placed with us by the United Lutheran Church. 


"We have received nearly 200 requests for examination copies 
of Bob Fauth's ‘Our Common Protestant Heritage’ Part I. Regular 
users of this adult course, plus additional orders received as a 


30 


14 ~ president's report 10/20/59 


result of this communication to our pastors, will bring the total 
circulation of this adult study course in the United Church of 
Christ to well over 40,000 copies. Part II of this course will be 
ready about November 1 for use in the January-March 1960 quarter. 


"Religious Ideas for Arts and Crafts by Russell and Ruth Barbour, 
another recent publication of Christian Education Press, was featured 
in a special exhibit during the month of August by the Free Library 
of Philadelphia. 


"A forthcoming book, which will be of special interest to our 
people, is entitled Letters From Ghana. Written by Dr. Richard Braun 
and his wife, whom you will recognize as medical missionaries under 
appointment by our Board of International Missions, these revealing 
letters have created considerable interest among those who have read 
the manuscript. Dr. Braun is a son of the Co-Editor of United Church 
Herald. This book will be published about October 15 and we should 
have advance copies on hand at the time the General Council meets in 
Philadelphia. 


"Youth, our bi-weekly magazine for young people, has now reached 
a circulation of more than 36,000 per issue. Church School Worker, 
our monthly publication for church school teachers and leaders, now 
has a circulation of over 32,000 per issue." 


Missions Overseas. The Rev. Laverne R. Dauderman, Treasurer of our 
Board of International Missions, was kind enough to give me a copy of a form 
letter dated September 25 which he had begun using to acknowledge special gifts 
received by the Board. It was so revealing that I secured sufficient number of 
copies so that I might include it as an appendix to my report. Shortly after- 
ward I received from Missionary Paul H. Streich a copy of the report he had 
prepared at Dr. Ehlman's request concerning German and Hungarian people in 
South America of Reformed and Evangelical background. Mr. Streich took 
advantage of his trip to the World Alliance meeting at Sao Paulo, Brazil, to 
gather much of the data he wanted. I believe that his report is so illuminating 
on a matter with which we have been concerned for some years that it merits 
inclusion also as an appendix to my own report. 


Theological Education. Lancaster Seminary engaged in what proved to 
be two really notable experiments in theological education during the past 
summer. A total of 47 persons enrolled for the one-week Lay School of Theology 
(last minute cancellations account for less than the 50 limit which had been 
placed on enrollment). The group included 16 Congregational Christian and 
31 Evangelical and Reformed, 32 men and 15 women including five husband-and- 
wife couples, and they came from 15 States, only 13 from Pennsylvania, others 
from Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Missouri, New Hampshire, North Dakota, Ohio, Texas, Utah, Vermont and Wisconsin. 
Seven were homemakers, six public educators, at least eight from categories of 
ownership or management in industry, three engineers, two missionaries, three 
denominational staff members, three nurses, three accountants, and a wide range 
of other vocations represented by one or two each. Educational background of 
those enrolled ranged from several who had never completed high school to one 
person with a Ph.D. degree. Student evaluations have been unanimously 
affirmative. Encouraged by the success of this experiment, Chicago Theological 
Seminary is putting on lay courses in theology this winter, and our own Eden 
Seminary will probably conduct a similar Lay School of Theology next summer. 
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An equally significant venture at Lancaster was that institution's 
"first school of graduate study for ministers" in which 38 were enrolled. 
The venture was sponsored jointly by the Tri-Faculty Conference, the Commission 
on Church and Ministry, and the Committee on Urban Strategy of the Board of 
National Missions. Planned as a 3-year experimental program, the summer school 
will hold its second session on the campus of Eden Seminary in 1960. Two 
Congregational Christian leaders serve on the administrative committee for 
this 3-year project. 


United Church of Christ 


Second General Synod. The Second General Synod of the United Church 
of Christ is now history, and it is no exaggeration to say that we moved forward 
a long, long way toward completion of the processes of unification. Among out- 
standing recollections of achievement are these: the exalted moment when the 
Statement of Faith, only slightly revised, was approved; the adoption of the 
Call to Christian Action in Society which can henceforth be looked upon as the 
charter and platform for the work of the United Church in that vital area; the 
generally favorable response to the use of Review Committees to evaluate and 
process at the General Synod the reports of the instrumentalities of the United 
Church, this being @ procedure new to our Congregational Christian friends but 
familiar to us as the device by which work is done at our own General Synods. 


So far as one has basis for judgment, reaction to the draft of the 
proposed Constitution and By-Laws was generally favorable. It is perhaps not 
an overstatement to speculate that if the Executive Council had so recommended, 
or if at the sessions a few of us in places of responsibility in both 
constituencies had flicked a finger to this end, the Second General Synod might 
have voted its approval of the draft and reference to the synods (ER) and 
churches (CC) for vote as provided in the Basis of Union. The generally 
favorable reaction certainly is reflected in the General Synod's action reducing 
to one year the period for study, comment and revision, and setting an 
adjourned special session a year hence, a session which is now scheduled to be 
held July 6-8, 1960, at the Hotel Cleveland, Cleveland, Ohio. That one-year 
schedule has, however, placed upon some of us a burden of work and an increased 
multiplicity of meetings which it was much easier for the delegates to impose 
by their action than it is for us who have to carry that action out. 


Board for Home Missions. Members of this General Council and the 
Evangelical and Reformed members of the Commission to Prepare a Constitution, 
and the Congregational Christian counterparts of both, were well aware that 
all the issues relating to the boards and agencies of the United Church, 
especially the Board for Home Missions, had not been settled. This was one 
reason why the Executive Council recommended a two-year period for study, 
comment and revision. It also underlay what we understood was the mutual 
agreement that Board for Home Missions issues would not be brought to the floor 
of the General Synod but would be wrestled with further in consultations between 
the smaller groups most immediately responsible and who were therefore most 
fully aware of all the delicate differences at issue. 


It was violation of this issue by an untimely speech made at the 
Wednesday evening session which precipitated the only really unpleasant aspect 
of the General Synod, which constituted what I ventured there to characterize 
as an affront to Evangelical and Reformed parties to the mutual agreement on 
further consultation, and which only made more difficult the negotiations which 
have had to be carried on since the General Synod. Our sense of affront was 
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compounded when Co-Editor McCracken carried in the August 6 issue of United 
Church Herald an article entitled "Homeland Mission Reviewed and United Agency 
Proposed", an article the nature and contents of which Co-Editor Braun asserts 
was unanticipated by him until he received from New York the plates to be used 
in printing the St. Louis edition of United Church Herald. This article 
repeated and amplified the position and arguments which had been set forth in 
the objectionable speech made to the General Synod on Wednesday night. 


In a letter written in Sao Paulo, Brazil, where I had received a copy 
of the August 6 United Church Herald, under date of August 14 I circularized 
members of General Council and Evangelical and Reformed members of the Commission 
to Prepare a Constitution as to whether I should send a copy of our position, as 
I had stated it in a document dated July 18, to CC delegates to the Second 
General Synod, CC members of the Commission to Prepare a Constitution, CC members 
of the Committee of Fifty of the Board for Home Missions, and CC Conference 
Superintendents. Response of those whom I had circularized and whose judgment 
I had asked may be summarized as follows: 25 in favor, two conditionally 
favorable, and nine opposed to my making such a response. On the basis of a 
preponderant majority in the affirmative I think I would have been fully 
justified in proceeding as I had suggested. But among the nine giving opposing 
replies were two of the highly respected lawyer members of the Commission and, 
of greatest significance to me, Chairman Grauer of the Commission and Dr. Donald 
L. Helfferich, chairman of the Commission's sub-committee on boards and agencies. 
The judgments of these four as individuals weighed heavily with me, and since 
Dr. Grauer and Dr. Helfferich were carrying the major load in negotiations 
especially as they touched on the whole boards and agencies problem, it seemed 
to me wise not to compromise or weaken their position as negotiations would 
continue; so I did not send out the document to the selected CC recipients I had 
indicated, although by far most of you had favored my doing so. 


I now venture the judgment that it was probably just as well that I 
did not do so; although it must be disquieting for us all to realize that 
responsible Congregational Christian leaders, especially those in the four 
categories to whom it was proposed to send the statement of our position, have 
really never had an opportunity to understand what our position has been or the 
many considerations which have seemed to us to weigh heavily in support of that 
position. 


Two things grow out of the troublesome process which I have thus 
reported: 


1. The Commission held its scheduled meeting on October 1-2. A whole 
day was given to hearing presentations from representatives of our Boards of 
National Missions, Christian Education and Publication, Pensions and Relief, 
and Business Management, and the Commissions on Evangelism, Higher Education, 
Health and Welfare Services (formerly Benevolent Institutions), Stewardship, 
World Service, and Christian Social Action. Meanwhile the Board of/for Home 
Missions had made at least two clarifying moves, proposing creation of a new 
Division of Health and Welfare and specifically providing (however, on terms 
not yet quite satisfying and acceptable to many of us) for a Council on Health 
and Welfare Services and a Council of United Church Colleges and Seminaries. 

I had a long conference privately with Drs. Douglass, Spragg and Lenhart after 
the first day's meeting of the Commission had recessed for the night. I think 
it was a mutually fruitful conference. I did not sleep alone that night, for 
I went to bed with this issue and it was there when I got awake next morning! 
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But there had come to me meanwhile a counter-proposal which Dr. Douglass feels 
that he and his associates would be willing to accept and which I believe would 
satisfy substantially the concerns we have had with regard to Higher Education 
and Health and Welfare Services. To sum up, I am encouraged, and believe that 
we have now got to the place where we can see daylight on this long and 
burdensome controversy. 


2. It is apparent that Co-Editor McCracken is not yet quite fully 
aware of the fact that he is editing a journal for the United Church including 
to be sure the Congregational Christian constituency, and not a journal for 
Congregational Christians alone. This was suggested by his publication of the 
Powell article in the August 6 issue. It is further suggested by the reply 
which he wrote to seven of our people who had written him letters criticizing 
or expressing regret at the article's publication. Among the seven were four 
members of this General Council, and three members of the Commission on 
Constitution including one of our most thoughtful Synod Presidents. The fact 
that he addressed all seven of them in a jointly-addressed letter would itself 
seem to be a little lacking in taste. Moreover, some of the phraseology suggests 
that he (and this is to some extent understandable) thinks somewhat as if he 
were still editing a paper for Congregational Christians alone. His treatment 
of an article in the September 3 issue by Dr. Howard F. Schomer, of which at 
least the sub-heading must have been written by Dr. McCracken - "Executive 
Council must trust judgment of Synod membership on critical issues before our 
churches" - seems to lend editorial sympathy and support to a criticism of the 
Executive Council which, on the matter dealt with in the article, acted in light 
of difficult and delicate considerations which it believed pertinent, and for 
which it might have expected sympathetic understanding from the Co-Editor of the 
denominational journal especially at this critical stage of union developments. 
Moreover, the fact that Dr. Braun was unaware of the nature and contents of the 
Powell article until he received the printing plates for the August 6 issue from 
New York indicates a lack of adequate consultation and mutual respect between 
the two. They have agreed on a division of labor which assigns to Dr. McCracken 
primary responsibility for the journal's general articles and to Dr. Braun 
primary responsibility for the news sections; but it is inconceivable that 
either would operate without the fullest consultation with the other, as appears 
to have been the case with reference to the Powell article. Let me be clear on 
this:- Dr. McCracken, judging from the very few conversations I have ever had 
with him, seems to be a fine Christian gentleman, and there is no disposition 
on my part to question his editorial competence; but he does seem to have 
evidenced in the instances specified a fractional awareness that the journal of 
which he is now Co-Editor is a journal of the United Church, that he has a 
responsibility to the Evangelical and Reformed constituency as well as to the 
Congregational Christian, and that the journal is now the journal of the whole 
Church and not to be used as in any special way a journel with primary 
responsibility to one Board of the Church. Ail this is undoubtedly one symptom 
of the growing pains incident to any venture in church union, but it suggests 
what may be a legitimate concern for further clarification in the Joint 
Publication Committee. 


Proposed Management Consultant. The Executive Committee of our 
Board of National Missious last February 16 adopted the following resolution: 


“RESOLVED: That the Board of National Missions express itself as 
being in favor of securing the services of a Management 
Consultant to study the present church structure, and 
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"to recommend a structure which would best serve the 
needs of the United Church of Christ and its boards 
and agencies; and that this resolution be brought to 
the attention of the joint staff of the Division of 
Church Extension and Evangelism, and the General 
Council of the Evangelical and Reformed Church.” 


Dr. Deitz writes that he "presented the matter orally to the Joint 
Staffof our Board of National Missions and the Congregational Christian Division 
of Church Extension and Evangelism," adding that "no formal action was taken 
except that recommendations as to structure should be channeled through the 
Committee of Fifty of the Board for Home Missions". His communication then 
raised the question as to "whether it should go to the Evangelical and Reformed 
General Council or the Executive Council of the United Church". The President 
of the Church believes that General Council will share his feeling that the 
proposal is somewhat premature, that we have enough work on our hands to complete 
the drafting and adoption of the Constitution and By-Laws and thus stabilizing 
life and work in the United Church in the light of the experience and wisdom 
each constituency brings to this most pressing task, and that when at some later 
time the situation is free and steady enough to promise an objective 
confrontation of the structure of the United Church by then achieved, such a 
proposal might well come before the Executive Council if perhaps most properly 
it should not originate there. 


Study of the Proposed Constitution. Our Synods appear to be taking 
seriously their responsibility to study the proposed Constitution and By-Laws 
and forward their suggestions to the Commission by December 1. Some Synods 
have called special sessions for this purpose. Others vary in the procedure 
being followed. For example, Kansas City Synod has scheduled four regional 
meetings at which the Rev. Ernst Press, President of Mid-West Synod and a member 
of the Commission on Constitution, will be present as a resource leader. 


Commission on Christian Unity and Ecumenical Study and Service. The 
Second General Synod adopted the recommendation of the Executive Council for 
establishment of a Commission on Christian Unity and Ecumenical Study and 
Service. It is provided that this Commission "shali be composed of 24 persons, 
twelve from each of the uniting communions, elected for a term of six years, 
terms to be so arranged that approximately one-third shall go out of office at 
the end of each biennium...." General Synod referred to the Executive Council 
with power (1) the nomination and election of the members of this Commission 
for this biennium, and (2) the matter of classification of those elected as to 
terms of service. Our responsibility as a General Council will be to nominate 
to the Executive Council twelve Evangelical and Reformed persons to serve on 
this Commission. Could this responsibility be referred to the Administrative 
Committee (ER)to report back at our meeting in February? Might we venture to 
hangs to the Executive Council the classification of our nominees as to 2-, 

» and 6-year terms? And might we not suggest that, in view of the fact that 
the proposed By-Laws designate the President of the United Church as “the 
official representative of the Church in ecumenical and inter-denominational 
matters", and in view of the inherent relationship between overseas and mission 
strategy and the ecumenical movement, the President of the United Church and 
the cnief executive of the overseas instrumentality vactiiacin be ex officio 
members of this Commission? 
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"Lift Up Your Hearts!" It is with a sense of confidence and 
encouragement that I conclude this section of my report dealing with "The 
United Church of Christ". We have gone through many discouragements and 
difficulties along the way. There were days early in my administration after 
union negotiations were resumed when a few voices were raised, or whispered, 
that the President of the Church was “dragging his feet". He was moving slowly, 
terribly anxious that we should do nothing in haste of which we would have to 
repent at leisure. There have been occasions during these recent years when I 
have stood as firmly as I could for positions which I believed were supported 
by their own intrinsic worth and which I believed were essential if the United 
Church, in its doctrinal position as well as in its structure, was to be a 
reality which we could present to the eyes of the whole Christian Church through- 
out all the world with some assurance that the worldwide Church would recognize 
the United Church as a true partaker of the great tradition within which the 
Church Invisible has lived and grown through the centuries. I believe that we 
have now reached the point where we can feel that most of the basic needs have 
been achieved, and that we can look back upon the way we have come surer than 
ever that the care and firmness which have marked our labors have been more 
than justified. There is much work yet to be done, but I feel that we are now 
in position to contemplate the future of the United Church with assurance and 
gratitude. 


Personnel Matters 


One of the matters referred by the 1959 General Synod to the General 
Council was the election of delegates to represent us respectively in the World 
Council of Churches, the National Council of Churches, and the World Alliance 
of Reformed and Presbyterian Churches. This action , based on Constitution 39c, 
was taken “in view of uncertainty at the present time as to the number of 
delegates" we will be allocated to each of these bodies. Further reference of 
this matter should be made to the Administrative Committee for recommendation 
to General Council. 


With regard to the Historical Society, General Synod revised the 
recommendation of the Commission on Constitutional Matters to provide that the 
Executive Committee include among others "four members elected by the General 
Synod". The Nominating Committee, meanwhile, acting on the basis of the 
original proposal of "five members elected by the General Synod", nominated 
that number, including the names of Dr. David Dunn and Dr. L. W. Goebel. When 
the eventual contradiction was discovered, Dr. Dunn, in a spirit so 
characteristic of him, immediately withdrew his name although he had for long 
been active in the Society, indeed its incumbent President. Ina letter dated 
July 17 Dr. Goebel writes that only later he learned what had happened and 
wrote further: "That is not as it should be. Dr. Dunn is indispensable and I 
am not. So I am asking to be relieved of membership on this Commission in the 
hope that Dr. Dunn will accept an appointment from the General Council". To 
complicate matters still further, Dr. Dunn meanwhile had been re-elected to 
membership on the Board of International Missions. Heretofore his membership on 
both the Board of International Missions and the Historical Society have not 
been considered in violation of By-Law 107-c which provides that "A person shall 
not be a member of more than one Board or Commission or Board of an Auxiliary 
Organization". The 1959 General Synod amended By-Laws 125b and 142 so that the 
Historical Society is removed from the category of Committees of the General 
Synod and placed in the category of Auxiliary Organizations. If Dr. Dunn prefers 
to continue as a member of the Board of International Missions » it would appear 
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that he would be ineligible for service as a member of the Executive Committee 
of the Historical Society. However, the fact that the latter requires of its 
members specialized interest and competence, is, in point of time required, a 
relatively minor agency of the Church, and has only a minor interest in the 
budget of the Church, justifies the question as to whether it should be 
considered as an Auxiliary Organization in the sense that the Guild and Brother- 
hood are. Some expression of General Council is desirable on ths point. 


Other appointments or elections to Church agencies for which we are 
responsible by assignment in the By-Laws or reference from the General Synod 
include: 


Members of the Board of the newly-established Foundation of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church which is to serve also as a Board of Investments: 
two ministers and five laymen. With regard to our former Board of Investments , 
considering it for a moment as the potential nucleus of the new and enlarged 
Board, Attorney Louis H. Goebel becomes ineligible to serve by reason of his 
election to General Council. Mr. Louis W. Fischer and Dr. Joseph A. George 
were ineligibel for re-election because of the 2-term limit. First question:- 
in strict technical approach to the question, since the Board of the Foundation 
is a new creation, does the 2-term limit apply to persons who had served on the 
Board of Investments? It appears that Mr. Fischer would not wish to be re- 
elected, but that Dr. George would be willing to be re-elected if the 2-term 
Limit would not prohibit it. 


Members of the newly-established Committee on Theological Education, 
to be composed of the administrative head and one additional faculty member 
from each of our three theological seminaries, the chairman and the executive 
secretary of the Commission on Church and Ministry, and three pastors and 
three laymen or laywomen, all to be appointed by the General Council. 


Members of the Committee on Liturgics, seven persons to be appointed 
by the General Council. — 


Establishment of a Committee on Theological Education raises the 
question as to whether we should continue as a separate instrumentality the 
Theological Committee which has served us so well in recent years. I believe 
we should, since the Committee on Theological Education is to concern itself 
with matters precisely in this field while the Theological Committee was 
established to do what it has done so well, namely, as a committee of responsible 
and competent persons to which theological matters per se, or ecclesiastical 
matters involving theological presuppositions, could be referred. An expression 
of judgment on this problem should be registered by General Council. 


It is recommenced that nominations for the aforementioned be referred 
to the Administrative Committee, either with power of appointment (which would 
expedite procedures) or to report back to the February meeting of General 
Council. 


Approval of General Council is requested of the following elections 
and appointments: — 


Additional members of the Commission on Christian Social Action, 
elected by the latter in accord with By-Law 128:- Harold C. Kropf, Orrville, 
Ohio, and Robert D. Smink, Williamsport, Pennsylvania, for 2-year terms to 
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succeed themselves after having served one six-year term. 


Additional members of the Board of Christian Education and 
Publication, elected by the latter in accord with By-Law 114:- Miss Marie E. 
Helland, San Antonio, Texas, to succeed herself; and Richard A. Howard, lay 
Director of Christian Education in Trinity Church, Akron, Ohio:- each for a 
e-year term. 


Pending final action of the Board of Christian Education and 
Publication, the appointment of Miss Florence Vail, of East Marion, Long Island, 
N.Y., as a field worker in the staff of the Board. Miss Vail would succeed the 
Rev. Johanna W. Stroetker, who resigned to accept a position with Zion Church, 
Lodi, California. Miss Vail is scheduled to receive a salary of $4,500.00 
annually. She holds both B.S. and M.A. degrees in elementary and religious 
education respectively, taught for 23 years in elementary schools, served as 
Director of Christian Education in a number of Congregational Christian Churches. 


Miscellaneous Matters 


International Greek New Testament Project. It will be recalled that 
at our February meeting a contribution of $300 was authorized in support of 
this project which had been brought to our attention by Professor Richard L. 
Scheef, Jr., in behalf of our Inter-Seminary Faculty Conference. While we made 
no further commitment, we looked with favor on the possibility of contributing 
the equivalent of this amount annually for a period of ten years during which 
the project will be carried on. Our initial contribution was duly forwarded. 
In reply, Merrill M. Parvis, Director of the project, wrote from Emory University 
acknowledging receipt of our check, expressing the thanks of the Editorial Board, 
and then wrote further as follows: 


"It would be a great boost to the Project at the present time if, 
as you suggest, the balance of $2,700.00 could be paid as the total 
contribution of the Evangelical and Reformed Church for a ten-year 
period. As you undoubtedly know, the International Greek New 
Testament Project is going through a period of rather difficult 
times financially. If I had available an additional $2,000.00 for 
the academic year 1959-60 I could use it for a student assistant- 
ship. This would not only enable the Project to have the half- 
time services of a competent graduate student, but it would also 
guarantee that the student would be able to remain in school and 
to continue his graduate studies. Every dollar that is contributed 
to the project for this purpose is really doing double duty. It 
supports the project and it supports a student." 


I venture, therefore, to raise once again the question whether we 
might not now, from overage, or other contingent sources, complete the 
contribution we felt favorably inclined toward making eventually, since it 
appears that such support at this time would be doubly helpf 


Staff Salaries. I transmit to General Council the following 
communication from Dr. Donald L. Helfferich whose business experience and his 
service as chairman of the Commission on Constitution's sub-committee on boards 
and agencies of the United Church lend pertinence to his words: "I respectfully 
urge that General Council give serious consideration to increasing the salaries 
of all executives of our church. I refer to members of the staff at all levels. 
I think this needs to be done in order to approach the scale of the 
Congregational Christians." 
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Fund Campaign for Nursing Home. The Rev. Lawrence A. Leonard requests 
General Council approval of a campaign within the bounds of Southern Synod for 
“our proposed Evangélical and Reformed Church Nursing Home in North Carolina”. 
He writes further:- "We would have made this request sooner had we not been 
led to believe that it was not necessary since we do not intend to cross Synod 
lines in an attempt to raise funds. The 1959 Blue Book for Synods, page 185, 
Item (3) leads us to believe that we do not need the endorsement of the Council 
and/or the Commission if we 'challenge' our people to support the proposed 
project with their money as well as prayers and sustained interest. We do not 
intend to interfere with the payment of the Apportionment and other 
denominational requests. We believe in paying these requests of our beloved 
Church". The Blue Book item referred to is a reiteration of General Council 
policy adopted in September, 1957, to wit: "Appeals within a synod for any 
additional funds (National Missions, Benevolent Institutions, camp sites, etc.) 
should be made in the form of a challenge rather than an assessment." If 
General Council approves the Southern Synod request it should do so pending 
approval of the Commission on Health and Welfare Services (formerly known as 
the Commission on Benevolent Institutions). 


Miami, Florida, Hungarian Church. The Magyar Synod requests General 
Council in behalf of General Synod to subsidize 50 per cent of the court costs 
and attorney fees in the case now in process against certain members of the 
Hungarian congregation at Miami, Florida. Our Counselor, Dr. John W. Mueller, 
will report on this case and the extent, if any, of our involvement in it. 
Since the President of the Church, on advice of our Counselor, signed as a 
party to the complaint, it would seem in order for us to share in the expense 
involved. 


United Seminary Appeal. An initial planning conference on the United 
Seminary Appeal for $2,000,000 during 1960-61 was held in St. Louis on July 13. 
Decisions were taken there as to the general nature of the organization and 
promotion of this appeal and of the committee which would be set up to carry it 
forward. The project in general was shortly thereafter presented to the Kingdom 
service chairmen of the Synods. Then, on September 29 at Cleveland, a meeting 
of the Committee on United Seminary Appeal was held. Dr. Haas was elected 
chairman of this committee and it was announced that Dr. L. W. Goebel had 
agreed to serve as Director of the Appeal in co-operation with the Department 
of United Promotion which is charged with promoting the Appeal. News that 
Dr. Haas and Dr. Goebel will head this important project is welcome news indeed, 
and the former at least will have a report on the plans agreed upon. The 
Department of United Promotion is to be commended for the first leaflet it 
prepared to present the USA project, the leaflet going to every pastor and 
sufficient quantities being made available for all persons attending the fall 
synod meetings. This leaflet is entitled "Serving the Church Through the 
Ministry". Likewise deserving of commendation is the Department's new leaflet, 
"Greater Works Than These", in which the theme of the biennium, "Evangelism-- 
Life Enlistment--Expanding Mission" is simply and briefly expounded and the 
General Synod budget is set forth in effective fashion. 


Commission on Christian Social Action. Two communications from 
Dr. Huber F. Klemme will ‘be of interest to General Council. Under date of 
July 23 he reported that the Commission had voted "to increase the salary of 
each of its three staff members to the extent of $100 per year, making this 
increase retroactive to February 1, 1959. This is in addition to the $300 


housing allowance increase previously voted.... It is my understanding that this 
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"is still well within the range approved by the General Council. The salary 
scale now in effect within the Commission is as follows: for executive 
secretary, $6,600; for associate secretaries, $6,300; housing allowance,$1,500." 


Dr. Klemme wrote on August 18 noting the fact that the Second General 
Synod of the United Church approved the calendar year as the fiscal year for the 
United Church. He raises the question whether our Commission, its work now so 
closely allied with that of the (CC) Council for Social Action through 
establishment of the (UCC) Council for Christian Social Action, could immediately 
adopt the calendar year as its fiscal year without complicating unduly our 
general observance of February 1 to January 31 as our fiscal year. 


"So You're A Consistoryman:" By the time General Council meets I 
will have turned over to the Department of United Promotion the copy for a 
thoroughly revised edition of "So You're A Consistoryman!" This will be the 
eighth edition of the booklet, the previous seven having been published in a 
total of 50,910 copies, and a printing of 15,000 copies being contemplated for 
this one. First written in 1949, the biggest satisfaction to its author has 
been the place of usefulness which it appears to have found in the Church. Synod 
Presidents Bredeweg, Press and Rest, at my request made almost two years ago, 
gave innumerable suggestions looking toward the revision, and I am greatly 
indebted to them for their help. The Department hopes to have the new edition 
available by the end of the year. 


“Book of Prayers". Dean Gunnemann, chairman of our Committee on 
Liturgics, takes note of General Synod's action deferring publication of a 
revised edition of the Book of Worship, based on the extensive work which the 
Committee has done. He raises thequestion as to whether that action implied also 
anything that would hinder the Committee from proceeding with publication of the 
Book of Stated Prayers on which the Committee has been at work for several years. 
My own judgment is that General Synod's action has no bearing on the latter 
project, and that the Committee should feel free, and indeed be encouraged by 
General Council, to proceed with publication as soon as the Committee feels 
their work on this volume has reached that stage. 


Allocation to Higher Education Institutions. General Synod approved 
the formula developed by General Council's special Committee on a Formula for 
Allocations to the Colleges and Academies of the Church "and the provisos and 
supplementary resolutions relative to the implementation of the formula adopted 
by the General Council". 


One section of the Study Committee's report proposed "that there be 
established by the General Council a permanent committee which would become 
responsible for regular consultation with all educational institutions and for 
continuous oversight of those matters which are set forth in the proposed 
formula for allocations to colleges and academies." 


Having the foregoing in mind, there are several observations submitted 
for General Council's consideration and advice. 


1. It would seem that, since the Commission on Higher Education at 
their meeting in January, 1959, "went on record unanimously in favor of the 
plan", and since the annual procedure of securing the necessary data from the 
academies and colleges and then applying the formula is an administrative 
procedure solely, this responsibility might well be assigned to the office of 
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the Treasurer of the Church. Our action provided that statistics should be 
based on campus population as of November 30 each year. 


2. The Study Committee's proposal quoted above concerning "a 
permanent committee...." does not appear to be among “the provisos and 
supplementary resolutions" inherent in the basic idea of the formula, and if 
that is so we are not under compulsion to set up such a committee. Further, one 
is reluctant to contemplate setting up additional "permanent committees" at this 
stage so near to the complete reorganization which full establishment of the 
United Church of Christ will require. Moreover, the responsibility proposed for 
this “permanent committee" and the Study Committee's other stress on the 
desirability of "some procedure....through which the educational institutions 
would strengthen and expand the Christian witness on the campus, classroom and 
community" seem both to be precisely within the responsibilities already 
assigned by our By-Laws (131) to our Commission on Higher Fducation. It is 
therefore recommended that the President of the Church be directed by General 
Council to call these two proposals of the Study Committee to the attention of 
the Commission on Higher Education with the request that their implementation 
as aspects of the Commission's By-Law responsibility be assigned to a competent 
committee of the Commission to be composed of ministers and lay persons chosen 
from the twelve elected to the Commission by the General Synod. 


Under date of October 2, 1959, the Board of Trustees of Lakeland 
College has expressed its concern that on application of the formula "Lakeland 
College may receive less than in former years, or at least no more" and 
“urgently requests that Lakeland College not receive a decrease, but that rather 
some increase in allotment be made for the next biennium". In view of the 
following considerations: (1) the Commission on Higher Education, Lakeland 
College representative presumably concurring, is “unanimously in favor of the 
plan"; (2) the very generous special allocation of $65,000 to Lakeland College 
by the General Synod of 1956; (3) General Council's proviso that "no 
institution (shall receive) a decrease of more than $3,000 over the allocation 
it received the preceding year"; and (4) to violate the formula and this 
pertinent proviso in the very first year they were to be applied would tend to 
nullify the very ends the whole study sought to serve:- it would seem that 
General Council would be ill-advised to accede to the request of the Lakeland 
College Board. 


Change in lakeland College Articles of Incorporation. ILIakeland 
College requests approval of a change in its Articles of Incorporation to 
provide for an increase in number and certain conditions of election of its 
Board of Trustees. At present its Articles provide for a Board of 16 elected 
members plus the President of the College as a full voting member of the Board: 
eight to be elected by the General Synod, eight by the other Trustees with a 
proviso that among the latter "not less than two shall be members of 
denominations other than Evangelical and Reformed". ‘The proposed amendments 
would provide for a Board of Trustees "of not less than sixteen nor more than 
twenty-four members.....in addition....the President....shall serve ex officio 
as a member...with voice in the deliberations of the Board, but without vote". 
It is provided, further, that "Eight Trustees shall be elected by the General 
Synod....The remaining Trustees (not less than eight nor more than sixteen) shall 
be elected by the Board". It is apparent that these amendments could reduce from 
one-half to one-third the proportion of members of the Board elected by the 
Church; but since on this point some of our church-related colleges have require-~ 
ments of smaller proportions than that there would seem to be no valid objection 
to be raised to the proposed amendments. 
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Mission House Theological Seminary. The study conducted under super- 
vision of Professor Victor Sera of Chicago Theological Seminary, under the 
joint auspices of our Commission on Higher Education and the Congregational 
Christian Division of Higher Education, as concurrently authorized by General 
Council, has been completed and a report thereon was presented to the October 7-8 
meeting of the Executive Council of the United Church. The study and recommen- 
dations are strongly in favor of a merger of Mission House Theological Seminary 
and Yankton School of Theology and their relocation in the Twin Cities area as a 
seminary of the United Church. Favorable sentiment has been expressed by 
representatives of both CC and ER constituencies in the several-state area 
centering in the Twin Cities. The Yankton board and faculty and the General 
(German) Congregational Christian Conference increasingly inclines to favor the 
idea. The Mission House Board and faculty are prepared to make the move if 
circumstances ultimately favor it. The Executive Council expressed itself as 
"impressed" by what was reported to them. However, it was proposed that before 
any final decision on the Mission House-Yankton merger and relocation is taken, 
the joint committee should be enlarged and under its auspices an additional 
similar study should be made of the possible responsibility of the United Church 
for theological education in the far Northwest centering perhaps in Seattle. It 
was urged that this area might have a larger claim upon the United Church than 
the nearer Northwest centering in the Twin Cities, and that the United Church 
might not have resources adequate to meet responsibilities in each area. General 
Council should (1) discuss the merits of this new proposal and perhaps express 
some judgment thereon, and (2) if the new study is undertaken be prepared to 
share to the extent of perhaps $1,000 toward expenses involved. 


Among the many sights and experiences of my recent 40-day journey 
overseas, there is one so vividly etched on my memory that I doubt if T shall 
ever forget it. On Sunday, August 9, my last day in Rio de Janeiro, in the after- 
noon I took the little cog-wheel car and then walked up the 222 steps to get at 
last to the top of Corcovado (Hunch-back) Mountain. Its name is very appropriate, 
for the towering hulk of this mountain is forward of the heights leading up to 
it, just as if it were stooping over to keep watch on the city beneath. There, 
2,300 feet above the city, at the forward tip where the mountain drops sheer and 
precipitous to its buse almost perpendicularly straight beneath it, in 1931 was 
erected a huge statue of Christ, 98% feet high, beautiful in all its lines, 
where the Saviour is depicted standing with arms outstretched so that, from a 
distance, the uprightness of His body and the horizontal outreach of His arms 
combine to suggest the Cross as well as the Saviour who hung upon it. The 
height of the statue is equivalent of that of an eight- or nine-story building. 
It is brightly spotlighted by night. They say it can be seen by the sailors on 
ships still out at sea as they move toward the harbor entrance; and certainly, 
save when the clouds hang low and cover it, it can be seen by the populace of 
that great city. Even when the clouds encompass it, they know it is there:- a 
fact which itself might be for us as for them a parable! And there, by day and 
by night, year in, year out, in cloud and in sunshine, in times of peril and in 
times of peace, this symbol of Him stands as He must have stood when 
(St. Luke 13:34-45) He wept over Jerusalem; His arms outstretched as if He 
were beckoning to the city below and to all the cities of man's making saying, 
"Come unto me, all ye thet labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me: for I am meek and lowly in heart: and 
ye.shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light". (St. Matthew 11:28-30). 
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And I remind you as I remind myself that, as we give ourselves to the 
discharge of the Church's business, to the stewardship of the resources our 
people make available to us, to the planning of programs and the stabilizing of 
our procedures, and to a contemplation of the needy world and of the unsearchable 
riches of Christ which it is our high privilege to help in channeling to that 
world in its need, the transaction of our business, otherwise as mundane and 
prosaic as that of a supermarket or the meeting of a corporation board,- the 
transaction of our business takes on the glow and gladness of being the King's 
business only as ever we remember that lonely, loving, beckoning figure of the 
Son of God. He is the source and the poetry of all the Church's doing. His 
purposes alone are those by which our own are judged. The extent to which what 
we do when we meet as the General Council advances His Name and His Kingdom 
among men, is the measure by which our actions are in His sight justified. May 
the remembrance of His earthly life and the present fact of His abiding with us 
constrain and guide us while we consider the work before us. 


Respectfully submitted, 


JAMES E. WAGNER, President 
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PRESIDENT'S SCHEDULE, February 2, 1959 - October 22, 1959 


February 2-5 - 


March 


en 
J. 
5 iw 
13 - 
14 - 


15 - 


16 - 
2e - 
ah - 
25 - 
26-27 - 


12 
14-15 - 


16<17 « 
21-22 


22-2) . 
24-25 - 


26 - 
28 - 


Cleveland, Ohio, General Council 

Cleveland, Ohio, Committee on Program for Conference of Synod 
Presidents 

Havertown, Pa., St. James Church, TWO SERMONS 

Philadelphia, Pa., Conference with Rev. Stephen M. Bessemer 
Conference with Rev. Ray Harwick 

Philadelphia, Pa., Conference with Dr. Donald L. Helfferich 

Lancaster, Pa., Franklin and Marshall College Board of Trustees 

St. Joseph, Mich., 6:30 PM, St. Peter's E&R Church, ADDRESS 
9:30 A.M., First Congregational Church, SERMON 
11:00 A.M., Zion E&R Church, SERMON 

Ann Arbor, Mich., Conference on UCC, Congregational Church 

New Philadelphia, Ohio, First Church, SERMON 

Hartford, Conn., N.C.C., General Policy and Strategy Committee 
N.C.C. General Board 

New York City, Sub-Committee on Boards and Agencies, 
Commission on Constitution 


Cleveland, Ohio, Consultation on theme and program for UCC 
General Synod 
Cleveland, Ohio, UCC Administrative Committee 
Philadelphia, Pa., Conference with the Rev. Wm. T. Longsdorf 
Quarryville, Pa., St. Paul Church, Anniversary Sunday, SERMON 
Chicago, Tll., E&R Administrative Committee 
A.M., Shillington, Pa., Immanuel Church, SERMON 
New York City, Sub-Committee on Boards and Agencies, 
Commission on Constitution 
P.M., Dinner with the Rev. Everett C. Parker 
Committee on Interpretation, N.C.C. 
Conference with Dr. Hoskins, Dr. Frazier, and Dr. Miller 
Noon, Lunch with Dr. Bridston, World Council of Churches 
Conference on discontinuance of "Conference on Church Union" 
Luncheon with Drs. Hoskins, Klemme, and Gibbons 
Press Conference on Statement of Faith 


- Philadelphia, Pa., Lunch with Dr. Donald L. Helfferich 


Doylestown, Pa., union Good Friday breakfast, ADDRESS 
Jenkintown, Pa., Union Easter Dawn Service 
Cleveland, Ohio, Committee of 20 on Financial Structure 


Cleveland, Ohio, Constitution Commission 
UCC Executive Council 

Springfield, Pa., St. Paul's Church, SERMON 

Cleveland, Ohio, Committee of Nine 


~ Mercersburg, Pa., Mercersburg Academy, SERMON 


Cleveland, Ohio, Magyar Synod, Denominational Representative, 
ADDRESS 
UCC Constitution Editorial Committee 


~ Richland, Pa., Lancaster Synod, Denominational Representative, 


ADDRESS 
Buck Hill Falis, Pa., U.S. Conference, World Council of Churches, 
Executive Committee 
York, Pa., Festival of Preaching, SERMONS 
Reading, Pa., St. Stephen's Church, 75th Anniversary, SERMON 
Philadelphia, Pa., Conference with Dr. Hoskins 
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May 2 


June 


Cullman, Ala., Regional conference of ER-CC Church representatives 
from northern Alabama 
A.M., St. John's Church, 85th Anniversary, SERMON 
P.M., Birmingham, Ala., Pilgrim Congregational Church, 
Cornerstone-laying ADDRESS 
New York City, dinner conference with "Stanley Jones" Church 
Union group 
N.C.C., Committee on Public Interpretation 
Chicago, I11., Commission on Constitution 
Madison, Wis., North and South Wisconsin Synod meetings and 
union meeting with Wisconsin State Conference 
Evening, joint meeting, ADDRESS 
North and South Wisconsin Synods, Denominational Representative, 
TWO ADDRESSES 
Temple, Pa., Christ Church, 50th Anniversary, SERMON 
Philadelphia, Pa., Franklin and Marshall, Board of Trustees, 
Luncheon 


~- New York City, Editorial Committee, Commission on Constitution 
~ Findlay, Ohio, A.M., First E&R Church, 100th Anniversary, SERMON 


P.M., First Church of God, ADDRESS 
Findlay College, Founder's Day ADDRESS, received honorary 
D.D. degree 
New York City, UCC Administrative Committee 
E&R Administrative Committee 


- Lancaster, Pa., Franklin and Marshall College Board Committee on 


Nominations 
Seattle, Wash., A.M., Broadview Community (ER) Church, SERMON 
P.M., St. Paul's Church, Conference with pastors and lay 
representatives of Seattle area E&R churches 


Seattle, Wash., N.C.C., Committee on Program and Arrangements 
for 1960 Assembly 
N.C.C., Committee on Policy and Strategy 
N.C.C., General Nominating Committee 
N.C.C., General Board 
lancaster, Pa., Franklin and Marshall Board of Trustees 
Taped TV panel on the Ecumenical Movement, WGAL-TV 
Chambersburg, Pa., Penn Hall, Baccalaureate SERMON 
Lancaster, Pa., evening, Lay School of Theology, Opening ADDRESS 


~ Richland, Pa., Feast of Roses, Tulpehocken Church, SERMON 
- Oak Grove, Ill., General Eldership of Churches of God in North 


America, ADDRESS 
New York City, Press Conference on UCC Constitution and By-Laws 
Lititz, Pa., St. Luke's Church, 50th Anniversary, SERMON 


Oberlin, Ohio, Oberlin College, E&R General Synod 
UCC General Synod 
Departure for Sao Paulo, Brazil 


Sac Paulo, Brazil, General Council, World Alliance of Reformed 
and Presbyterian Churches 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Presbyterian Centennial 

Island of Rhodes, Central Committee, World Council of Churches 

Athens, post-Rhodes meetings 
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September 2O - Evansville, Ind., Zoar Church, Centennial, SERMON 
2? - Buffalo, N.Y¥., 7Oth Anniversary, Jerusalem Church, ER-CC Panel 


October 


Discussion 
TV panel program with Dr. Hoskins, Dr. Julius Kuck 


28 - New York City, UCC Administrative Committee 


1-2 - Cleveland, Ohio, Commission on Constitution 


Elmhurst, I11., Elmhurst College, Dedication of Chapel, SERMON 


¢ ~- New York City, N.C.C. Committee on Public Interpretation 


7-8 
LO 


UCC Executive Council 


- Framingham, Mass., Fall Assembly, Massachusetts Conference, 


ADDRESS 
Nazareth, Pa., St. John’s Church, 100th Anniversary, SERMON 
Princeton, N.J., Franklin and Marshall College Trustees Seminar 
Philadelphia, Pa., General Council 


od 


PERSONNEL MATTERS 
APPLICATIONS FOR PRIVILEGE OF CALL 


Rev. James Miller Busch, 142 Barbour Street, Hartford, Connecticut. 
Age 28. Schooling: Morris Brown College, Boston University School of Theology, 
Hartford Seminary Poundation. Ordained by the African Methodist Episcopal Church 
in 1955. Married. References: Rev. Howard S. Fuller. 


Rev. Donald Thomas Engler, 36 S. Third Street, Columbia, Penna. 
Age 32. Schooling: Asbury College, Temple School of Theology. Ordained by 
the Methodist Church in 1957. Married, ome son. References: Rev. Gerald H. 
Hinkle. 


Rev. Christopher T. Garriott, 18220 Gottschalk Ave., Homewood, I11. 
Age 43. Schooling: Millikin University, Chicago Theological Seminary. 
Ordained by the Disciples of Christ in 1938. Married. References: Dr.William 
L. Rest, Rev. Herbert P. Bloesch. 


Rev. Adelbert M. Gordon, Jr., R.D. 2, Box 156, Delta, Penna. Age 31. 
Schooling: Bluffton College, Kent Stete College, Western Maryland College, 
Temple University, United Theological S-minary. Ordained by the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church in 1956. Mercied. References: Rev. Harold A. Henning, 
Rev. James W. Moyer. 


Rev. Theodore W. Martin, 2104 N. New Jersey St., Indianapolis 2, Ind. 
Age 27. Schooling: Montclair State Teachers' College, two summers at Wheaton 
College, one summer at Houghton Colleg2, Faith Seminary, Covenant Seminary. 
Ordained by the Bibic Presbyterian Church in 1957. Married. References: 
Rev. Gilbert Anderson. 


Rev. Dennis Walter Patterson, 106 S. Western Ave., Bartlett, Illinois. 
Age 32. Schooling: University of North Dakota, University of Southern 
California, University of Chicago, Lvangelical Theolcgical Seminary. Ordained 
by the Evangelical United Brethr:n Church. Married, two children. References: 
Dr. William L. Rest, Rev. litizin J. Hoefer. 


Rev. laszlo Szoboszisy, Box 74, Anawalt, West Virginia. Age 58. 
Schooling: Debrecen University, Debrecen Theological Seminary. Ordained by 
the Hungarian Reformed Church in 1925. Widower. References: Dr. Tibor 
Szilagyi, Dr. Bela Botykos. 


Rev. Marion LaVerne Zenke, Coronation, Alberta, Canada. Age 28. 
Schooling: Mission House College, Kansas City Conservatory of Music, Mission 
House Seminary, St. Stephen's College (University of Alberta). Ordained by 
the United Church of Canada in 1955. Married, two daughters. References: 
Rev. Jean Paul Zenke, Rev. Stanley L. Kuck, Rev. Gerhard W. Schmidt. 


APPLICATION FOR RENEWAL OF PRIVILEGE OF CALL 


Rev. Everett F. Wright, Fayette, New York. Age 57. Schooling: 
Hartwick Seminary Academy, Wittenberg College, Hartwick Seminary. Ordained 
by the United Lutheran Church in 1934. Married. References: Rev. H. L. 
Siegner, Dr. Julius W. Kuck, Rev. E. H. Spindler. Pastor of the Federated 
congregation at Fayette. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR PRIVILEGE OF CALL APPROVED BY THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 


Rev. Russell B. Barbour, R.D. 1, Perkiomenville, Penna. Age 52. 
Schooling: Ursinus College, Pendle Hill, Quaker Center for Social and 
Religious Studies {one year), Colgate Rochester Divinity School. Ordained by 
the American Baptist Convention in 1942. Married, four children. References: 
Dr. Fred D. Wentzel, Dr. Franklin I. Sheeder, Dr. William E. Wimer, Dr. Alfred 
C. Bartholomew, Rev. John C. Shetler, Rev. John C. Heater. 


Rev. Clarence Russell Funk, 385 N. Partridge Street, Lebanon, Penna. 
Age 29. Schooling: Lebanon Valley College, Lancaster Seminary. Ordained by 
the Evangelical United Brethren Church in 1956. References: Dr. Merritt J. 
Jeffers, Dr. Allen S. Meck, Dr. Pierce E. Swope, Dr. A. N. Sayres. 


Rev. Andrew Hamza, 58 Midland Avenue, Yonkers, New York. Age 38. 
Schooling: Budapest, Hungary. Ordained by the Evangelical and Reformed Church 
in 1951. Dismissed to the Presbyterian Church November 1, 1957. Married, two 
children. References: Rev. S. M. Boszormenyi, Rev. Julius Paal, Rev.J. Butosi. 


Rev. James Andrew McCollam, 246 W. Thirty-third Street, Holland, Mich. 
Age 41. Schooling: Roosevelt University, Chicago; Reformed Episcopal Theolog- 
ical Seminary. Ordained by the Reformed Episcopal Church in 1944. References: 
Dr. Frederick D. Eyster. Married, five children. 


Rev. Reginald L. Norman, Box 204, Ashcroft, British Columbia, Canada. 
Age 44. Schooling: Memoriai University, St. John's, Newfoundland, Mt. Allison 
University, Sackville, New Brunswick, United Theological College, Montreal, P.Q. 
Ordained by the United Church of Canada, 1952. Married. No E & R references. 


Rev.Orlan D. E. Pottieger, 1608 Market Street, Harrisburg, Penna. Age 36. 
Schooling: Albright College, United Theological Seminary. Ordained by the 
Evangelical United Brethren Church in 1947. Married, family. References: 

Dr. A. M. Billman, Rev. Jacob M. Singer, Rev. C. William Ebbert, Rev. E. J. Groff. 


Rev. Joseph W. Schober, 4O E. Cherry Street, Palmyra » Penna. Age 51. 
Schooling: Albright College, Colgate-Rochester Divinity School. Ordained by 
the Evangelical United Brethren Church in 1945. Married. References: 

Rev. Warren E. Adams, Rev. Alton P. Albright, Rev. C. Lamar Derk. 


Rev. Bela Szigethy, 58 S. Main Street, Wharton, N.J. Age 48. 
Schooling: Szekelyudvarhely, Transylvania, Kolozsvar, Basel, Zurich. Ordained 
by the Hungarian Reformed Church of Transylvania in 1935. Married. References: 
Rev. Rodney Heckman, Dr. Julius W. Kuck, Rev. S. M. Bessemer, Dr. Alexander 
Toth, Rev. Imre Bertalan, Rev. Alexander Babos. 


Rev. Denes Tamas, 11 Evans Street, Franklin, N.J. Age 34. Schooling: 
Reformed College, Papa, Theol. Akademia, Papa, Theol. Akademia Budapest. 
Ordained by the Presbyterian Church USA. Married. References: Rev. Imre 
Bertalan, Rev. Francis Vitez. 


Rev. Joseph L. Vredenburgh, R.D. #1, Canal Road, Princeton, N.J. 
Age 26. Schooling: New York State College for Teachers, Albany; Union, 
Schenectady; New Brunswick Theological Seminary. Ordained by the Reformed 
Church in America. Married. Reference: Dr. Henry I. Aulenbach. 
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Applications Approved by the Administrative Committee - Continued 


Rev. John L. Woods, Box 96, Alverton, Penna. Age 44. Schooling: 
Findlay College, Winebrenner Seminary. Ordained by the Churches of God in 
North America in 1941. Married. References: Rev. R. V. Johnson, Rev. George 
Osterwise. 


Rev. Charles W. Wentling, Marbury, Charles County, Maryland. Age 33. 
Schooling: Butler, Pennsylvania, 9th grade; State of Maryland High School 
Equivalence Certificate, University of Richmond, Extension Course, Junior 
College, State Teachers College, Towson, Md.; University of Baltimore; New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. Ordained by the Northern District 
Association of Maryland Baptists in 1955. Married, three children. References: 
Rev. Roy L. Frazier, Dr. Paul R. Pontius. 


Rev. Carlton L. Young, 2299 S. University Blvd., Denver 10, Colo. 
Age 36. Schooling: College in Jamaica, London University, Jamaica; University 
of Denver, Iliff School of Theology. Ordained by the Methodist Church in 1954. 
Married. References: Rev. Frank McCall, Rev. Robert Knapp, Rev. H. J. Damm. 


APPLICATIONS FOR PRIVILEGE OF CALL MADE BY CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN MINISTERS 
AND APPROVED BY DR. WAGNER. 3 


Rev. Jonathan Parker Albright, College Highway, Southampton, Mass. 
Age 26. Schooling: Haverford College, Hartford Theological Seminary. 
Ordained by the Congregational Christian Churches in 1958. Married, two 
children. References: Rev. A. P. Albright, Rev. James W. Moyer, Dr. Truman A. 
Crist. 


Rev. Lloyd James Austin, Jr., R. 1, Box 326, Wilsonville, Oregon. 
Age 27. Schooling: San Francisco State College, Pacific School of Religion. 
Ordained by the Congregational Christian Churches in 1958. References: 
Rev. T. H. Van Dyck, Rev. Harvey T. Goodling, Rev. August Elshoff. 


Rev. Harold H. Becker, 4616 Mason Drive, Boise, Idaho. Age 46. 
Schooling: Western Union College (now Westmar), Eden Theological Seminary, 
Iliff School of Theology. Ordained by the Evangelical and Reformed Church in 
1940. Dismissed to the Congregational Christian Churches in 1954. Married, 
three children. References: Rev. Robert T. Fauth, Dr. Purd &. Deitz, 

Rev. Robert G. Beck. 


Rev. Thomas H. Britton, 1057 Leckie Street, Portsmouth, Virginia. 
Age 36. Schooling: College of Charleston, University of South Carolina, 
Vanderbilt University. Ordained by the Congregational Christian Churches in 
‘1949. Married. Reference: Chaplain George S. Thilking. 


Rev. Roy C. Curless, 319 N. Main Street, Seymour, Wisconsin. Age 66. 
Schooling: Teachers Normal School, Richland Co., Wis.; Reading Course CC 
Conference furnished from Jr. Theological Seminary, Chicago. Ordained by the 
Congregational Christian Churches in 1944. Married. References: Rev. Elmer 
A. Becker, Rev. William F. Koehler. 
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Rev. Joe Amos French, Franklin, Virginia. Age 56. Schooling: Elon 
College, Vanderbilt University, Scarritt College. Ordained by the Christian 
Church in 1928. Married, two children. References: Rev. Joshua L. Levens, 
Rev. Lonnie A. Carpenter. 


Rev. John Edmund Iliff, 1007 N. Sixth Street, Boise, Idaho. Age 37. 
Schooling: Franklin and Marshall College, Lancaster Theological Seminary. 
Ordained by the Evangelical and Reformed Church in 1945. ‘Transferred to the 
Congregational Christian Churches in 1954 because health of one of his children 
demanded living in a certain type climate. Married, 5 children. References: 
Dr. Ralph S. Weiler, Dr. James EH. Wagner. 


Rev. Herbert W. Keebler, 7O Cumberland Street, Westbrook, Maine. 
Age 39. Schooling: Muskingum College, New Concord, Ohio; Oberlin Graduate 
School of Theology. Ordained by the Congregational Christian Churches in 19, 
Married, two children. Reference: Rev. Donald H. Shimler. 


Rev. Albert Robert Herman Miller, P.O. Box 537, Sunnymead, California. 
Age 66. Schooling: Wayne, Nebraska Normal School, Yale University Divinity 
School. Ordained by the Protestant Episcopal Church. Now Congregational 
Christian. Married, three sons. References: Rev. Carl Burkle, Rev. Rudolph 
§. Allrich, Rev. T. H. Van Dyck, Dr. John W. Flucke, Rev. R. M. Jensen. 


Rev. Russell R. Myers, Box 68, Buckland, Ohio. Age 39. Schooling: 
Lebanon Valley College, Southern Methodist University, University of Alabama, 
Pa. State University, Lutheran Bible Institute, Burton College, Crozer 
Theological Seminary. Degrees from Crozer and Burton. Ordained by the 
American Christian Church in 1953. Married. References: Rev. Ralph K. Todd, 
Rev. Norman B. Bucher, Jr., Rev. Stanley Fritz, Rev. Winfred Stoerker. 


Rev. Alfred August Niederhelman, 357 Linden Street, Fond du Lac, Wis. 
Age 49. Schooling: Iowa University and Elmhurst College; Union Theological 
Seminary. Ordained by the Congregational Christian Churches in 1933. Married, 
three children. Reference: Rev. Karl Koehler. 


Rev. Kenneth G. Peterson, 10 Brookside Way, Petaluma, Calif. Age 32. 
Schooling: Drew University, Yale Divinity School. Ordained by the Congre- 
gational Christian Churches in 1949. Married. References: Rev. Gordon Sperry, 
Rev. Louis Landgrebe. 


Rev. Philip F. Pfaffmann, 126 Dixon Street, Stevens Point, Wis. 
Age 75. Schooling: Tri State College, Angola, Ind.; Butler University. 
Ordained by the Disciples of Christ in 1906. Now Congregational Christian. 
Married. References: Rev. W. H. Ortwein, Rev. Vernon Dolde, Rev. C. H. Nagel. 


Rev. Oliver V. Stageberg, 14138 S.W. Knaus Road, Oswego, Oregon. 
Age 44. Schooling: Seattle Pacific College, University of Washington, Burton 
College, Simpson Bible College, Burton Seminary. Ordained by the Congregational 
Christian Churches in 1943. Married, two children. References: Rev. Harvey 
T. Goodling, Rev. V. F. Deditius. 


Rev. Homer J. Studebaker, Ossian, Indiana. Age 60. Schooling: 
Fort Wayne Bible College. Ordained by the.Congregational Christian Churches in 
1933. Widower, three children. References: Rev. R. C. Koch, Rev. Matthew 
Worthman. 
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CC Applications approved by Dr. Wagner - Continued 


Rev. Judson Townley, 1790 Mayfield Road, Chesterland, Ohio. Age 35. 
Schooling: University of Kansas, Union Theological Seminary. Ordained by the 
Congregational Christian Churches in 1949. Married. References: Rev. Harold 
H. Wilke, Rev. Henry Noffke. 


Rev. Frank B. Harcey, 409 Clay Street, Neillsville, Wisconsin. Age 47. 
Schooling: Winona State Teacher's College, State College at Mankato, Minnesota, 
Reading Course with Methodists and C.C.'s. Ordained by the Congregational 
Christian Churches in 1948. Married, two children. References: Rev. Jacob 
Grether, Rev. Carl Serr, Rev. George Hohmann, Rev. George Grether, Rev. Benjamin 
Stucki. 


Renewal granted to Rev. T. Richard Herbert, 601 N. Front Street, 
Harrisburg, Fa. Age 30. Schooling: Catawba College, Salisbury, N.C.; 
Andover Newton Theological School. Ordained by the Congregational Christian 
Churches in 1954. Married. References: Dr. Lionel A. Whiston, Jr., Dr. Bruce 
A. Wentz, Rev. Haroid G. Myers, Dr. Truman A. Crist. 
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BOARD of INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS of the EVANGELICAL and REFORMED CHURCH 


Executive Office: 905 Schaff Building, 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2, Pennsylvania 
Auxiliary Office: 1720 Chouteau Avenue, St. Louis 3, Missouri 


September 25, 1959 


I regret that I am only now sending you the enclosed receipt for your recent 
contribution for the work of International Missions, The delay has been caused 
by my not having time to write the personal note of thanks with which we have long 
been accustomed to acknowledge each and every gift. With our annual meetings 
scheduled for the month of October and the preparation of our budgets for 1960 now 
before us 1 knew very well that there would be no time to write "thank you letters", 
and for this reason I am resorting to the use of a mimeographed letter. 


Tt occurred to me that it might be of interest and inspiration to you, as it 
is always inspiring to me, to know about some of the recent gifts for which I have 
receipts lying here on the desk before me. Naturally they come from all parts of 
our country; some are large, and some are small; some are for the work in general, 
and others are designated for special projects. Each represents someone's concern, 
the fruit of someone's labor, and the faith that the witness of the Church over~ 
seas is a worthy cause in which to invest one's money. 


Bethel Church in Evansville, Indiana that has been supporting for over forty 
years a missionary in India, who has now retired, begins a second chapter in its 
history of missions by sending in its first check for the support of Dr. and Mrs, 
Michael Gass, who are going to the field for the first time. This Church and 
many others for whom I have receipts here before me support missionaries in addi= 
tion to paying their apportionment in full, 


A high school class in Barrington, Illinois, sends in $50.00 for a missionary 
doctor, who is an alumnus of their school, This class has also supported orphans; 
Sent CARE packages; and helped a former school principal, who is on an educational 
mission in Pakistan, This reminds me of the receipt for Mercersburg Academy 
whose student body has been supporting our work for almost fifty years; in recent 
years they have been providing the salary of Prof, Carl Sipple in Japan. I like 
to think that young people who have caught the challenge of service, and who have 
a concern for peoples both far and near, promise great things for the future. 
Juvenile delinquency is not preventing the Church from challenging its young 
people to commit themselves to the cause of Christ, 


Many of our gifts in late summer come from daily vacation Bible schools and 
Church camps. Especially have we been encouraged by their gifts for the work in 
Iraq, for although our missionaries were asked to leave, there are evidences 
that Christian work continues, our financial support is still needed, and we are 
hopeful that the missionaries may soon return to continue their work, 


Many of our gifts maturally come from farmers, One receipt which I hold in 
my hand is from an Ohio farmer who grows hybrid seed corn, and each year a tithe 
of his profit is used for agricultural missions. The pastor of this donor tells 
us that he is "a liberal contributor to all the work of the Church, although he 
is not a wealthy man and has a large family to support with one child afflicted 
by polio", Another farmer from Oklahoma sends a generous check every year. He 
has usually designated his money for agricultural work, but this year asks for 
the privilege of supporting a Japanese pastor in a new mission church in Japan, 


oi 


I am sure you would be surprised to see the receipt for a gift of 9500.00 which 
will help a Christian Cooperative to buy a bone=crushing machine which is used to 
make fertilizer, for the farmers in that area of India where our mission is work- 
ing. 


Not all of our gifts come from young people or from the well-to-do. Here is 
a gift of 10.00 from a retired minister and his wife who wish it to be used for 
a new church building in Japan, And a retired missionary, who worked many years 
in China, sends a gift for the work in Ghana, 


No gift is too small; this contribution of $2.00 "for the lepers" from an 
anonymous donor in Missouri will bring a ministry of love and compassion to some 
needy one in India, 


Nor do all of our extra apportionment gifts come from large churches. Here 
is a gift of $350.00 from a mission church only three years old that has a debt 
of over “76,000 on its own property, but it cannot postpone sharing the Gospel 
overseas until it has paid off its debts at home. Here is another gift for a 
wheel chair in the Adidome Hospital from a mission church in Oregon which is not 
yet organized, and is not to be found on the roll of our congregations, 


Many gifts come from individuals, annually, quarterly, and sometimes monthly. 
A long-time friend from Dayton, Ohio has sent in her annual contribution, A lady 
from Rochester, N, Y. sends in monthly her support for a seminary student. A 
widow in Iowa sends a memorial wreath of 10,00 in memory of her husband, and a 
devoted church woman here in Pennsylvania has given us ‘33,000 in exchange for an 
annuity agreement whereby we will invest her money and pay her $180,00 a year as 
long as she lives. From Indiana we received a check of $300.00 with a note say- 
ing, "I have come into a little inheritance so I want to add some more to the 
Mawuli Chapel fund". 


Years ago a friend of mine asked me to let him know whenever I needed help 
for some project which for one reason or another had to have support which was 
not available from any source. He will be receiving a receipt for $100.00 which 
he sent in response to my 5.0.5. of some weeks ago. 


You can see that a treasurer's job is not simply a matter of figures and 
budgets, bills and checks, but it can be a thrilling experience to know the 
many sources from which our funds come, and the many wonderful causes in which 
they are invested. 


We are daily mindful of those who serve in our stead in foreign places, 
and we are just as mindful of those of you who support the church in your own 
community here at home and also support the work overseas, We praise God for 
the church in all lands and all places--the church that lives, and serves, and 
shares. 


Yours sincerely, 


Laverne R, Dauderman 
Treasurer 
LRD:ew 
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GERMAN REFORMED AND HUNGARIAN REFORMED WORK IN SOUTH AMERICA - 1959 
eee eae seenenertenaien edie ereneee  N EE AMBNLUA = 1797 


I wish to express my deep appreciation to the Board of International Missions 
and the General Council of the Evangelical and Reformed Church for the opportunity 
to attend the meetings of the Alliance of Reformed Churches held in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, from July 27 to Aug. 6, and part of the Brazilian Centennial in Rio de 
Janeiro for a few days following. Here I had an opportunity to meet several Ger- 
man pastors and the one Hungarian pastor active in Brazil. 


As on all such occasions, it was a privilege to meet persons who had previously 
been only names. But more than that, it gave me a perspective on Latin America 
which several years of working in one small Latin country could never give. 


The special air excursion rate, actually lower than the regular round trip fare 
between New York and Sao Paulo, permitted certain stop-overs of a day or more at 
various points in addition to Sao Paulo and Rio, namely, Caracas, Montevideo, Buenos 
Aires, Quito, San Pedro Sula in Honduras and Guatemala City. At all times I was 
especialiy observant of the development of Protestant work, and, on the east coast, 
was able to investigate to some extent the progress of religious work among the 
Hungarian Reformed element ana among the German immigrants, as requested by the 
Board of International Missions. 


Obviously, this report, resting as it does upon observations during a rather 
hasty trip, will be found lacking at some points. And, in any case, the data here 
Should be checked with other persons, such as Dr. Bela Vasady, who also made some 
of the same inquiries. What I have seen makes me feel that something more should 
be done to give adequate attention to the needs of all Latin Americans, both native 
and foreign, if we are interested in Seeing more than a token ministry in the name 
of Jesus Christ. 


My basic conclusion is that the Protestant immigrant groups have largely been 
ignored by the American churches of the Reformed and Presbyterian family. A majori- 
ty of the Protestant immigrants have, of course, been Lutheran, and the Lutheran 
World Federation has now placed a Lutheran church in every capital of South America, 
and carries on in many other cities as well. There is no corresponding comprehensive 
program of outreach on behalf of the Reformed element, although immigrants of this 
group number many thousands. 


Among the Hungarian Protestants, for example, it is said that roughly two-thirds 
are Reformed, one-third Lutheran. Yet the Lutherans are much more active among the 
Hungarians than are the Reformed Churches. And the Catholics have more priests 
working among them than their Supposed percentage of the population would warrant. 

In Caracas, for example, there is a Lutheran Hungarian Church, but no Reformed 
Church. In Rio and Sao Paulo there are thousands of Hungarians, with Lutheran ana 
Baptist pastors working among them, but only one Hungarian Reformed pastor among the 
Supposedly larger Reformed element. — 


Among the German immigrants in Brazil, some of whom are Union Church people, it 
is said again that the Lutherans are much more active, proportionately. The German 
@roup which is least well-cared for is that which is a mission of the German Congre- 
gational Conference of the U.S. Whereas the churches attended by Reformed missions 
from Germany have the obviously poor ratio of one pastor to four churches, the 
Congregational group has one pastor to eight churches. The Congregational pastors 
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have much less professional preparation, less missionary personnel to assist them, 
and the congregations have a poorer record of giving. 


I believe that we are faced here with the tragic consequences of a too-tolerant 
and easy-going religious loyalty which has developed more among the Reformed than 
among the Lutheran churches. We have not been sufficiently zealous to conserve our 
Reformed family in the face of the tremendous population shifts of the past several 
decades. Apparently, while responding well to the physical needs of thousands of 
refugees of numerous nationalities through the World Council, we neglected the spirit- 
ual needs of those who were nearest to us in the household of faith. 


Apart from this, we can hardly be proud of the fact that in the States, we have 
followed the migrations of our people with new mission churches, while we have neg- 
lected thousands of our spiritual brothers just because they happened to move to a 
different country. We come again to the ancient problem of the inequity between our 
concern for people of our own nation and those of other nations, in the face of the 
fact that Christianity knows no national boundaries. 


Following are some specific details of my inquiry. 
CARACAS, VENEZUELA (pop. 1,000,000) 


In Caracas I went to the Lutheran Church located in a lovely residential area 
(La Castellana), where four Lutheran missionary pastors are serving various language 
Groups, including German and Hungarian. The Hungarian pastor was not at home, but I 
was able to speak to the fine young German pastor who had recently arrived to replace 
an older man. He gave me some information, later confirmed by a letter from Rev. 
George Posfay, the Hungarian Lutheran pastor. (Dr. Vasady had spoken with Mr. 
Posfay briefly at the airport.) Mr. Posfay's letter states that he has the addresses 
of about 500 Hungarians, of whom 350 are members of the Lutheran Church in Caracas. 
He says that his mother was amember of the Reformed Church and therefore he has a 
warm feeling for both Reformed and Lutheran Hungarians. He believes that the bulk of 
the Reformed families are being adequately cared for in the Lutheran Church. Dr. 
Stuart Herman, who directs the Latin American work of the Lutheran World Federation, 
told me the same thing when I saw him in New York last spring. Presumably the time 
to have started Reformed work here was in the 1930's when a large wave of immigration 
occurred, or at least in the 1940's. It is probably true that some Reformed people 
are not being cared for, but apparently a large number have found a home among the 
Lutherans. And if the situation is like Quito, Ecuador, many Swiss Reformed are pro- 
bably now in the German Lutheran Church. 


I was likewise unable to see the World Council of Churches representative in 
Caracas, so again I must quote Mr. Posfay. He states that the WCC policy of providing 
assistance to refugees for only one year does not care for the many cases of sickness 
and other calamities’ thit-occur later-on. The church group itself has no fund for 
this purpose, since it is obligated first of all to work toward self-support of its 
religious work, aided at the moment by the Lutheran World Federation. I was not able 
to form any judgment on this situation. 


It is evident, however, that the cost of living is quite high in Venezuela, 
probably higher than anywhere else in the hemisphere. It is readily understandable, 
therefore, that some refugees might be having some economic troubles beyond the first 
year of their residency there. 
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THE HUNGARIANS IN BRAZIL 


The largest number of Hungarians in Latin America are to be found in Brazil. 
Brazil's population is now past 62,000,000 and the two main cities, Rio and Sao Paulo 
are each about 3,000,000 and thoroughly cosmopolitan. It is said that there are 
over 500,000 Germans in Brazil, 500,000 Arabs and 400,000 Japanese (the largest 
Japanese colony outside of Japan). 


Among the thousands of Hungarians in Brazil there is only one Reformed pastor, 
Rev. Janos Apost61, who arrived in 1932. He was originally sent by the Reformed 
Church of Hungary, later studied one year at Princeton. There are three seminary 
Students, but they will not be ready for another two or three years. (one of these 
students served as translator at the World Alliance meetings, and all three were 
present at some of the sessions.) 


Mr. Apostol calls his church the "Christian Reformed Church of Brazil". It has, 
of course, no connection with the church of that name in the States. 


There is one rather well-constructed relatively small church building with a 
few garden shelters where some Sunday School classes meet, anda basement social 
hall. The stage and one adjoining room serve as the parsonage. About 100 people 
attended church on the Sunday we visited there. Dr. James E. Wagner spoke and the 
pastor translated into Hungarian. Part of the worship and some of the Christian 
education activity is carried on in Portuguese, but there is a cultural barrier that 
keeps many Hungarians from feeling at home in the Brazilian churches. The church is 
a member of the Confederation of Churches of Brazil, which brings together Presby- 
terians, Methodists, and several others. 


A church office is maintained in the downtown area at a monthly rental of about 
US$15.00. From this point the refugee work was carried on by one of the seminary 
Students, a man in his thirties, who is in business while studying. For serving the 
refugees full time he was paid a salary of about $120.00 per month, corresponding to 
his business income. The pastor's Salary is about US$100.00 per month. Food and 
other prices are about two-thirds of what they are in the States. 


A 40O-page magazine is published about four times a year. In some years the 
pastor dedicates more time to publication and at times it has been issued monthly. 


A summer camp site was purchased and remodeled with about US$3500.00 in funds 
received from the States. 


For some years this congregation was self-supporting and nine-tenths of the cost 
of the church building was raised locally. Since 1957 the value of the Brazilian 
currency has experienced a new drop and many people have not increased their giving 
proportionately, so that for the last year or two some funds from the U.S. have been 
used for church expenses as well as refugee work. 


There follows a condensed statement (in round numbers) of total receipts and 
expenditures for some recent years, showing the amount of outside aid received from 
three sources: The Fresbyterian U.S.A. (now the United...), the Methodist Church and 
the Evangelical and Reformed Commission on World Service, 


1956 
Previous balance and local receipts .......4.. . « Cr. 522,000.00 
Gift from Presbyterian U.S.A. (US$3000.00)* ........ 195,000.00 
*at 65 cruzeiros to the dollar 
TOTAL.. Ti. {,000.00 
Total GXMENSES « « « ws 6% 6 em eH ee Ue eh hh -539 .000.00 
End-of-~year balance 170, COO .00 
Merl 
Previous balance and local receipts ........... . Cr. 736,000.00 
Gift from PUSA (US$3000.00) .........-.2 68206 - 198,000 .00 
" . 7 . te 8 ee we em we & a ee oe 280 ,000 .00 
Gift from E&R Com. on World Serv. (US$600.00) ...... 39, 300.00 
_—- 8 _ "  (US$200.00)*# . 2... . 34,000 .00 
*¥at 170 cruzeiros to the dollar 
TOTAL.. 1,287, 300.00 
Current Expenses of congregation. . . Cr. 614,405.00 
Refugee care. . . 2. 1 se se ee eee 400,000 .00 
Total expenses. Pe ee enveee & et es ~1,014,405.00 
End-of-year balance. ... 272,095 .00 
1958 
Previous balance and local receipts ...........- £Cr. 772,640.00 
Gift from PUSA (US$3500.00) .........42.0.6.24e88-8 343,000.00 
" " i‘ : ieee = ee we es we *e e * * 471,000.00 
" " "  (US$5000.00-additional for refugees)... 674,000 .00 
Gift from Methodist Church (US$2000.00) ......... 269 ,000 .00 


TOTAL... 2,529,640.00 


Current Expenses of congregation .. .Cr. dyU5S 35657 «OO 


Refugee care . .... +s. se se eee 800 , O00 .CO 
TOLAL SXPENSES « «+ 2% w bie we wee ew eh ele ae ee tlk =], 833,257.00 
End-of-year balance 696, 383.00 


1959 (partial) 
Gift from PUSA (US$3500.00) 
i" i (US$3500.00) 
Gift from E&R Com on World Serv. (US$1000.00) 
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The exchange rate in the summer of 1959 was about 150 cruzeiros to the dollar. 


a 
Mr. Apostol said that he did not know in advance if the Presbyterian or 


Evangelical and Reformed contributions were going to continue. He did say quite 
frankly that the refugee needs were practically at an end for the time being, and 


that is why some of the money was diverted to the purchase of a church camp, which, 


I suppose, could be classified as an expenditure for rehabilitation. The refugee 


worker is back at his job, and only an office secretary is maintained. 


For the sake of the record it should be reported here that on Aug. 18, 1957, 


foliowing the visit of some Presbyterian leaders to Brazil, Mr. Apostol had put in 
writing an official request to the Presbyterians for assistance, primarily for refugee 


work. (Letter attached at end of this report.) 


The request was as follows: 


Sl 
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Refugee aid . . 2. 1 2 1 1 wee ee ew ee ee « US$H, 000.00 
Social worker and secretary .........-. 3, 600.00 
Travel involved ..... i; « 4 : «. « 1,200.00 


Total for refugees . $10,800.00 


Radio program to reach refugees 
and others; 5 minutes daily, 
15-20 minutes Sunday. . ..... 2... 2 ew 3,600.00 
Grand total. . .. . $14,400.00 
During the following year, 1958, outside gifts increased to a total of $14,000.00, 
but I did not find out in detail how this was spent. 


When I saw Mr. Apostol, he stated that he wanted to make clear that he was not 
asking for aid. He felt that the work should stand on its own feet. However, he 
Said that if it were possible to give some assistance, it should be along the follow- 
ing lines: 


1. A parsonage. As noted, the pastor is at present living in two 
rooms at the church. When he eventually leaves his present 
pastorate, he hopes to have a parsonage for his successor, and 
he feels, quite rightly, that the present arrangement is very 
inadequate. With the exchange varying so much from time to 
time, it is not possible to give an estimate on the cost of a 
building, which would be accurate very long. 


2. A new church in another section of Sao Paulo, closer to where 
a group of Hungarians live. 


3. A new church in Rio de Janeiro where at present services are 
held only occasionally. 


4. A grant for assistance in publishing a magazine and other 


religious literature to reach the Hungarian colony throughout 
Brazil. 


2+ Additional books for the Presbyterian Seminary at Campinas 
where the Hungarian students are enrolled, along with about 
120 Brazilians. (The E&R commission on World Service donated 
Some excellent books a few years ago. Importation is very 
difficult and should only be done in consultation with 
Mr. Apostol. ) 


In Montevideo I saw the Methodist church where the Hungarian pastor from Buenos 
Aires holds services occasionally, but when I arrived in Buenos Aires the pastor was 
not home, so I could not see the work there,where our Commission provided a house. 


THE GERMANS IN BRAZIL 


A large group of German immigrants arrived on the east coast of South America 
in the early part of the 19th century. In Buenos Aires, Argentina, there is a large 
German church in a prominent downtown location, which was first established in 1830. 
Many of these Germans were undoubtedly engaged in commercial ventures involving some 
outlay of capital. Others were somewhat lower in the economic scale and some even 
came to Brazil in free boats Supplied by the Brazilian government in an effort to 
populate its interior. My main informant here was Rev. Valerius Schultz, an E&R 


minister serving as a missionary under the German Congregational Conference of U-.S., 
who began his first six-year term in March, 1959. 


The Germans in Brazil today are to be found in every social level and are being 
ministered to by Brazilian-born German ministers as well as German-born, Swiss and 
American missionaries, representing all the groups that have historically developed 
out of the German and Swiss Protestant movements-the German Evangelical Church, the 
Union Church, the German Baptists, Swiss Reformed, the Missouri Synod, American 
Lutheran, German Congregational, and possibly others. 


he lowest economic grouping seems to be the one in the care of the German 
Congregational Conference of U.S., which came to the aid of these people about 60 
years ago. Some of these Germans are of the German Russian group, and practically 
all are low income farmers. There are about 110 congregations, served by about 14 
pastors. Some of these pastors serve as few as three congregations, others up to 18, 
the average being eight. Most of them are located in the northwest section of the 
province of Rio Grande do Sul, with some others in the provinces of Santa Catarina 
and Parana. Most of the towns in these areaS are less than 25 years in existence, 
So the situation is much like our frontier days in Kansas 80 years ago. Most of 
these German families are operating farms of 10 to 60 acres, usually with an ox-plow. 
Mr. Schultz does not believe that any of his members has a tractor, although there 
are many tractors to be found in Brazil. Typical crops are: corn, wheat, clover, 
alfalfa, cattle, citrus. Rainfall is abundant. A great many of these farmers have 
obtained their land through "squatters' rights" on virgin soil, and in many cases, 
after a generation of presumably poor conservation practices the land has become so 
low in fertility that many of the families have moved still farther into the interior, 
some on to Argentina and Uruguay. 


Ten of the 14 pastors received a D-year course at the German Congregational 
Seminary at Concordia, Argentina, on the Brazilian border. The Argentine Congre- 
gational work was ‘adopted" by the U.S. group about 30 years ago. There are about 
80 German Congregational churches in Argentina, obviously a more progressive group 
than their counterpart in Brazil, for the Argentine group has 70 students in the 
seminary, the Brazilians only five. The previous academic training of most of the 
students, however, is only six grades, but they must be 17 years of age or over in 
order to enroll. The Argentine group supplies three teacherg and for three months 
a year Mr. Schultz is to assist in the teaching, which is in the German language. 
His principal job is supervision of the 14 pastors and general oversight of the 
Brazilian work. His residence is at Ijui, 200 miles northwest of Porto Alegre in 
southern Brazil. Three of his seminary men were well-enough along to do Supply work 
during the school vacation of 1959. The Brazil Congregationalists usually wear 
gowns, the Argentine group does not. Three of the fourteen pastors have cars, three 
use motorcycles, and 8 depend on horses only for their circuit riding. Mr. Schultz 
has a Volkswagen which in Brazil costs about US$3600.00 


The drop in value of the Brazilian currency has left many of the pastors under- 
paid, with the highest salary about US$75.00 per month. Mr. Schultz believes that 
the standard salary should be at least US$50.00 (at current exchange) since the 
government minimum wage recommendation is nearly that. The German families have the 
custom of paying annual quotas, which usually amount to only one or two dollars per 
year. The German Congregational Conference in U. §. is currently paying Mr. Schultz' 
Support and a subsidy of about $5,200.00 per year (up 20% in 1959) for some salary 
aid to the Brazilian pastors. Church attendance at its best runs to about 200 in 
Some communities. During World War II many of these Germans suffered from the general 
anti-German feeling which was very Strong in certain areas. This brought about a 
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weakening of the churches, since many did not want to be involved in this nationali- 
ty and political quarrel. The Civil Registry of Brazil in some cases required 
parents to give their children Portuguese rather than German names. Quite a number 
of the Brazilian-born people in these churches still do not speak Portuguese. There 
are many communities in the interior where the Germans are far greater in number 
than the native Brazilians, yet it is very rare for one of these Germans to be a 
local office-holder. Such offices usually go to the town folk who are Brazilians 
and not to the Germans who are farmers. In Argentina the anti-German feeling during 
the war was not so strong, and the churches there consequently did not suffer the 
corresponding decline. 


Mr. Schultz is in no way making an appeal, since he has only recently come on 
the scene, and it was I who initiated the conversations about possible aid. But 
after some discussion, the following items came into the picture as possible recom- 
mendations for this work among the Germans: 


1. Additional missionaries. Teachers for grades 4, 5 and 6 would 
be useful, since most of the rural communities have schools of 
only three grades. A seminary professor is needed, and the 
parent body in the States is seeking one. (Missionaries should 
preferably be of German background, German-speaking, ready to 


learn Portuguese and capable of working among low income rural 
people. ) 


2. Theological and other religious books for pastors and seminary 
Students, titles to be supplied by Mr. Schultz. 


3. Three portable organs, to be purchased in Brazil, since the 
import tax is prohibitive. 


4. Additional financial Support for churches and pastors may 
eventually be needed if the amount supplied by the German 


Congregational Conference should prove insufficient for 
future needs. 


GENERAL CONCLUSIONS 


1. I think it is clear that neither the Hungarian Reformed nor the German 
Congregational group are being adequately ministered to, especially in view of what 
other groups are doing and in wew of the objective need which the situation presents. 
I frankly felt ashamed of the small amount of work being done by our own and other 
groups for these two specific immigrant peoples. We ought to be in the forefront 
of those responding to need, but we are apparently quite far back. 


2. I believe that some effort should be made to interest other churches of the 
Reformed and Presbyterian family in developing a comprehensive aid program, both 
material and spiritual, for these Hungarian and German groups. Perhaps it could be 
a sub-committee of the North American Committee of the World Alliance, or a joint 
venture with the United Presbyterian Church which is already making some contribu- 
tion to the Hungarian program. In any case, I am not in favor of sending money with- 
out more adequate supervision of its use on the field. (The Presbyterians channelled 
some money through the Confederation of Churches of Brazil, apparently for the pur- 
poses of local control, but I believe this is no longer done.) If it would help 
maintain self-respect among the Brazilian Hungarians and Germans, perhaps the idea 
of a fraternal worker might be developed, but someone of the groups sending aid 
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Should be on hand to help supervise the use of the funds supplied, and keep the 
North American groups properly informed of the needs. 


3. Limited material aid should in any case be supplied, for such items as are 
contained in the above lists, namely, portable organs, books, etc. 


4. Some effort should be directed toward the development of a cooperative 
relationship between the various German groups in Brazil of Reformed background. 
This could lead to a strengthening of standards and local cooperation where groups 
are serving adjacent communities. Some of the pastors met each other for the first 
time at the World Alliance meetings: One of the German-born missionaries had 
appealed to the Lutheran World Federation for a jeep because he did not think there 
was any other group interested in helping in this respect. 


Finally, I should like to make some additional observations which I trust may 
be of interest to those of our church who are seriously concerned about the oppor- 
tunity for Protestant witness in Latin America. 


First, it was indeed an inspiration to see, although hurriedly, how God has 
used our church to bring about some real accomplishments in the Honduras field 
during less than forty years of missionary activity. There is a fine corps of 
Honduran pastors and teachers, an excellent school program on a par with the best 
in Latin America, and a growing number of Christian lay people. Twenty or more 
persons made decisions in a series of special services led by Cecilio Arrastia while 
I was in San Pedro Sula. Is it not time to propose to the Honduras Synod that it 
recruit young people for missionary service to other Latin American areas, possibly 
for our Ecuador field? I believe that such a challenge would not deplete the pre- 
Sent national staff, but would arouse and challenge additional Honduran young people 
to go into full time Christian service, both at home and abroad. 


secondly, I was impressed again with the tremendous growth of Protestantism in 
most of the countries, in contrast to the slow growth which has been experienced in 
Ecuador since the first missionary entered some 60 years ago. My stop-over in 
Guatemala, another Indian country, was very brief, but in 75 years Guatemala, 
smaller than Ecuador, has over forty times as many Protestants, scattered through 
every social class, both Indian and non-Indian. I also saw in Guatemala-- in the 


Chichicastenango area--more evidences of pre-columbian paganism than I have ever 
seen in Ecuador. 


Thirdly, my feeling about the need for leadership training, which le@ to the 
development of the Uyumbicho Student Center, has been strenghened through this 
South American trip, and I feel that this emphasis must be put in the forefront of 
all our activity in Ecuador if we are to move ahead in the rural areas where as an 
Indian mission we are committed to work. The Presbyterian Churches of Brazil, for 
example, have 500 pastors, a larger number in ratio to the total population than 
all the pastors of all the missions of Ecuador combined. Our program preparing 
pastors, workers and teachers must inevitably involve drawing into rural Christian 
leadership young people of both Indian and non-Indian origin, with training in some 
cases limited to lower schools and in other cases guiding talented young people 
through professional schools, university and seminary. This has happened in almost 
every Latin American country but is only now beginning in Ecuador, simply because 
most of the missions have only recently become aware of this need for national 
leaders. I am convinced that mission agencies are making a serious mistake in by- 
passing the normal schools and universities of Ecuador, where the leaders of tomorrow 
are being educated with practically no contact with the Gospel and no guidance 
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toward a Christian solution of the Indian problem--widely recognized as the major 
problem facing Ecuador today. 


"But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumph, 
and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of Him 
everywhere." »wli Cor. 2:14 


September, 1959 -- Paul H. Streich 
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE CHURCH 


October 18 - 22, 1959 


To the Members of the General Council: 


It is with the sense that the life and work of the Secretary of the Church 
are to be viewed against the backdrop of a history-making process that this 
report is presented to the General Council. The labors which are a part of 
such a process need always to be viewed as necessary to the response to the 
claim of God in Jesus Christ that the divisions of the Church be healed and 
that witness in His name might be stronger and more relevant to the critical 
needs of man and the world in our time. Unless the Secretary of the Church 
Looked at his labors from such a perspective it would be difficult for him 
to see much real significance in the innumerable details which persistently 
demand his attention. 


The preceding paragraph is simply a statement of fact concerning a situation 
which exists. Inevitably the responsibilities which have come to me as Co- 
Secretary of the United Church of Christ have grown considerably. Such as 
these are have but added to the full-time task of the Secretary of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church. In like fashion they have placed increased 
responsibilities upon my office staff. A mere rapid reading of the list of 
meetings, addresses, etc., which have called for my participation, and later, 
correspondence and planning, as these have been necessary for the United 
Church of Christ, will reveal a skeleton outline of those matters which have 
added to the more than sufficient task which the Secretary of the Evangeli- 
cal and Reformed Church has always before him. More than once, your Secre- 
tary has suffered a twinge of conscience as he has, by reason of a much too 
crowded schedule, found it necessary to neglect some of the responsibilities 
which are really part and parcel of his defined duties in the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church. While such neglect has been held to a minimum it must 
nonetheless be reported. No way has appeared, nor is it likely to appear in 
the immediate future, by which the Secretary of the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church may give all proper attention to every aspect of the work before hin. 


Now, having confessed some of my many sins of omission, let me set down such 
matters as will account for the use of my days since the last meeting of the 
General Council. 


MEETINGS OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL 


All necessary arrangements for the meeting of this General Council were made 
through the office of the Secretary of the Church. As was announced in the 
"call" to this meeting, arrangements have been made whereby the Philadelphia 
Synod will act as host to the members of the General Council and executives 
at a dinner meeting to be held in Trinity Church on Tuesday evening. fPul- 
pits were filled in the Philadelphia area Churches on Sunday, October 18, by 
members of the General Council and executives. Once again it should be noted 
that there were not enough persons ready to accept pulpit assignments to fill 
all of the requests that were made. 


The Annual meeting of the General Council is scheduled in the Coronado Hotel, 
St. Louis, Missouri, during the week of February 14, 1960. 
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YEAR BOOK 


Despite the fact that the publication date of the 1959 YEAR BOOK came at a 
time when the Secretary's office was deeply involved in preparations for 
two General Synod meetings, the YEAR BOOK was published just about on sche- 
dule. The use of the new statistical report forms caused some difficulties, 
but these difficulties were caused by certain omissions on the report form. 
Tt is our belief that we have overcome these difficulties and have estab- 
lished procedures which will make the handling of these reports more 
efficient in the coming years. 


INSURANCE 


Once again the Secretary's office has assumed responsibility for the detailed 
work involved in providing the authorized insurance coverage for members of 
the General Council and for staff personnel of the boards and agencies of 

the Chureh. All correspondence and the billing necessary have been handled — 
by the Secretary's office. Changes in salary schedules and further changes 
in personnel make this a constant area of labor, even though the major por- 
tion of it is concentrated at one time during the year. 


SCHEDULES FOR THE FALL AND SPRING MEETINGS OF THE SYNODS 


The Secretary has carried on correspondence with all Synod Presidents and 
with many of the executives of the boards and agencies with regard to the 
dates and places of the Fall Meetings of the Synods. It seems that our 
Synods have not yet come to the point where they can plan for dates and 
places for meetings far enough in advance so that schedules can be estab- 
lished in adequate time to make it possible for members of boards and 
agencies to be assigned on some reasonable schedule. However, as soon as 
schedules are completed, listings are provided by the Secretary's office 

and transmitted to all boards and agencies of the Church as well as to Synod 
Presidents. 


At the time of this writing the schedule for the 1960 Spring Meetings of the 
Synods is almost complete. It is hoped that by the time this report is made 
to the General Council that a complete listing of Spring Meeting schedules 
can be attached to this report along with proposed assignments of denomi- 
national representatives. Furthermore, it is our earnest hope that the 
members of the General Council assigned to these Synods will be gracious 
enough to accept the assignments as noted. Such acceptance wili eliminate 

a great deal of correspondence and will enable the Secretary of the Church 
to indicate to the Synods those General Council members who are assigned to 
them. If it seems necessary that shifts be made in the schedule of assign- 
ments it is here suggested that such changes might be made sometime during 
the sessions of this General Council. 


MONTHLY CALENDAR 


With but few deviations from schedule the Secretary's office prepares and 
distributes a monthly calendar of events as they are planned in the Evangeli- 
cal and Reformed Church and the United Church of Christ. When these are 
received in the offices of our boards and agenices they should be perused 
immediately to see whether there are corrections which need to be made. It 
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should be noted also that when boards and agencies of the Church plan for 
meeting dates such dates should be cleared with the Office of the Secretary. 
Such clearance is called for in order that any major conflicts may be 
avoided which would require personnel to be present at two meetings sche- 
duled at the same time. Such clearance is also a factor in the plans of the 
Secretary himself as he makes arrangements to meet with these several boards 
and agencies in their regular sessions. 


QUALIFICATION FORM FOR COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS 


A special committee of persons in the Congregational Christian Churches 
studied the Qualification Form which the Secretary's office prepared and 
which the General Council approved for use in securing information concerning 
possible nominees for such offices as need to be filled by the Evangelical 
and Reformed General Synod. Attached to this report (Appendix 3) is a report 
to the Congregational Christian Joint Policy and Planning Committee relevant 
to this form. Since the General Council approved this form as it is presently 
used in the Evangelical and Reformed Church, it would seem that consideration 
should be given to the Congregational Christian proposal and that the Adminis- 
trative Committee of the General Council should be authorized to proceed with 
such changes on our form as may seem agreeable. 


OVERTURES TO THE GENERAL COUNCIL 


Several of the Synods at their 1959 Spring Meetings adopted the following 
Overtures addressed to the General Council: 


1. Southeast Ohio Synod is disturbed by the growing trend of boards 
and agencies to have professional staff developing policy and program 
for local congregations and synods. Therefore, we express this con- 
cern to the General Council of the Evangelical and Reformed Church and 
the Cabinet on Correlation and Promotion, asking them to consider more 
satisfactory ways of enlisting pastors, lay men and lay women in the 
development of policy and program for synods and congregations. 


2. Pittsburgh Synod requests the General Council and the Department 
of United Promotion to plan a new program for the fall conferences of 
the synods to replace the present procedure which appears to have 
lost interest for pastors and lay leaders. 


3. Philadelphia Synod petitions the General Council to request the 
Department of United Promotion to study the possibility of changing 
the present emphasis in the use of the Weekly Bulletins from the pro- 
motion of the denominational program to the emphasis upon educating 
congregations and members in the Christian year, Christian symbolism, 
and other themes related to the liturgy and public worship of the 
Church. 


4, Mercersburg Synod overtures the General Council to authorize the 
Committee on Liturgics to pursue conversations with other Churches of 
the Reformed tradition, with a view to cooperative and ecumenical 
study and publication. 
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5. Missouri Valley Synod overtures the General Council to instruct 
its Committee on Constitutional Matters to make its report in the 
Blue Book for the Synods rather than in separate pamphlets which at 
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It is here proposed that the Overture No. 1 be referred to the Committee on 
Correlation and Promotion and the Cabinet; that the Overture No. 2 be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Correlation and Promotion and the Department of 
United Promotion; that the Overture No. 3 be referred to the Committee on 
Correlation and Promotion; that the Overture No. 4 be referred to the Ad- 
ministrative Committee. 


DATA CONCERNING MINISTERS AND CONGREGATIONS 


There is attached to this report (Appendix 4) a listing of data concerning 
ministers and congregations which has not yet been presented to the General 
Council or its Administrative Committee. 


TWO GENERAL SYNODS 


Heavy responsibility fell upon your Secretary and his office staff during 
the months which have passed since February because the major responsibility 
for the preparations for both of these meetings fell upon the Secretary of 
the Evangelical and Reformed Church and Co-Secretary of the United Church of 
Christ. 


The preparation and the editing of the White Book for the Second General 
Synod of the United Church of Christ were the responsibility of your Secre- 
tary. Voluminous correspondence, the printing of materials, plans for 
housing and meals for the delegates, the physical arrangements for the meet- 
ings themselves and for the numerous committees called into session during 
the time of the General Synod Meetings - all of this and much more fell 
within the realm of your Secretary's responsibility. 


The secretarial staff in the office of the Secretary of the Church worked 
long hours overtime for many weeks throughout the period of preparation and 
during the sessions of the General Synods. To these persons we owe a real 
debt of gratitude. They gave themselves without stint to the tasks which 
were set before them and they accomplished their work wonderfully well. It 
seems to your Secretary that we owe not only our gratitude to these persons, 
but also that we owe them some material compensation for the many, many 
extra hours which they put into the work both before and during the sessions 
of the General Synods. Probably the secretarial staff of no other office in 
the Church is called upon to give so much additional time and effort for so 
long a period as is the staff in the Office of the Secretary. 


The multitudinous details required for the arrangements necessary for two 
General Synod Meetings, together with the fact that the Congregational 
Christian Churches needed to be cared for as far as their own delegates and 
visitors were concerned, simply swamped my office for several months prior 
to the meetings of the General Synods. 


As I see it there will be no tremendous problems in the preparations for the 
Adjourned Meeting of the General Synod of the United Church which is forth- 
coming next summer. At the same time, as we anticipate the meetings of the 
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General Synod of the Evangelical and Reformed Church, the General Council of 
the Congregational Christian Churches and the General Synod of the United 
Church of Christ in 1961, it would seem that some arrangements would need to 
be made whereby some person or persons would be given full responsibility for 
arrangements for the General Synod meetings. To place this responsibility in 
the hands of persons who already have tasks to perform which occupy them 
fully seems unfair to those persons and to their staffs. An evaluation of 
the General Synod of the United Church of Christ was made to the Adminis- 
trative Committee of the Executive Council of the United Church of Christ in 
which it was proposed that exactly this be done. 


The many small details which go into making a smooth running General Synod 
meeting simply require mountains of time in order that all matters might be 
attended to properly. To secure, edit and distribute White Books for two 
General Synods is a task in itself. To add to such a task all the minutiae 
which call for attention simply lays too heavy a burden upon any presently 
established office in either the Evangelical and Reformed Church or in the 
Congregational Christian Churches. It is my hope that we might concern our- 
selves with this aspect of the work required for General Synod meetings so 
that the General Council might speak its mind and, together with the Execu- 
tive Committee of the General Council of the Congregational Christian Churches, 
reach some conclusion concerning procedure to be followed in the future. So 
long as there will be three biennial meetings held in future years this seems 
to be an absolute necessity. 


At the time this report is being written it is possible to express the hope 
that the printed Minutes of the General Synod of the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church as well as the printed Minutes of the General Synod of the United 
Church of Christ will be available. Miss Helen Wolff, in your Secretary's 
office, has done yeoman work in preparing the Minutes of the Eleventh General 
Synod of the Evangelical and Reformed Church while your Secretary himself has 
done all of the work necessary for the compilation of the Minutes of the 
second General Synod of the United Church of Christ, their editing and print- 
ing. 


One could not make a report concerning the General Synod meetings without 
expressing a word of gratitude to all those who assisted in any way the work 
which was required to make these General Synod meetings as smooth-running as 
possible. To members of my own staff, Miss Brosz, Miss Wolff and Miss 
Hawkins, Mrs. Kerschner of Dr. Wagner's office, Dr. Sheeder, Rev. Strauch, 
the many persons who assisted in the registration of delegates and visitors 
and to many others who helped in countless ways we are truly indebted. A 
special word needs to be said concerning the work which was done by Dr. Elam 
Wiest, president of our Northeast Ohio Synod, who, once again gave many hours 
of his time and energy in helping to establish the physical arrangements for 
the General Synod sessions. Mrs. Kerschner, Miss Hawkins and Miss Brosz 
worked long hours in preparation for the registration of the Evangelical and 
Reformed delegates and then continued their labors far into the night in the 
office which was established at Oberlin. As all of you know Miss Hawkins 
herself remained to operate the office which was established for the work of 
the sessions of the Second General Synod of the United Church of Christ. We 
dare not overlook the faithfulness of all these people who helped so much in 
making the General Synod sessions run along so smoothly. 
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PROPOSED CONSTITUTION AND THE STATEMENT OF FAITH 


Following the General Synod of the United Church of Christ your Secretary 
was given responsibility for preparing letters which were mailed to all 
pastors, all churches and delegates and all. boards and agencies of the two 
communions. These letters accompanied copies of the proposed Constitution 
and By-Laws together with order blanks for the Statement of Faith. These 
latter were printed with both gummed and plain backs. The Statement itself 
was printed after consultation with Dr. Arndt and Dr. Horton. All of this 
was accomplished within a very short time following the conclusion of the 
sessions of the General Synod. Large quantities of both the Constitution and 
the Statement of Faith have been ordered and distributed as of this date. 
Your Secretary carried on correspondence with Dr. Elmer Arndt and with Eden 
Publishing House concerning the preparation of an interpretative statement 
to accompany all orders for the Statement of Faith. This interpretation has 
been printed and is now being provided to all who desire the Statement of 
Faith. 


WEEKLY BULLETIN FOR THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 


A second meeting of the special committee appointed to study this matter was 
held in Philadelphia on September 17. General agreement was reached on the 
format of the Weekly Bulletins as this refers to both the front and back 
covers of the Bulletin. However, it seemed to the Committee that the matter 
of determining who should print and distribute the Bulletins when they are 
eventually prepared for the United Church of Christ should be referred to 
those bodies which can make ultimate decisions in this regard. The General 
Council, through its Committee on Correlation and Promotion, should have 
some recommendation on this score as should those persons or bodies responsi- 
ble in the Congregational Christian fellowship. Eventually it would seem 
that this matter should be disposed of in the meeting of the Executive Coun- 
cil of the United Church of Christ. 


CONFERENCE ON CHURCH AND STATE 


Your Secretary has reported previously concerning these conferences. He 
continues still, at the request of the General Council, to participate in 
these conferences, the next of which will be held in Washington, D. C., with- 
in a few weeks. As was indicated to this General Council in earlier reports, 
the conferences are being held with the hope that out of them might grow 
some positive Protestant statement concerning the relationship of Church and 
State. All aspects of this relationship are being thoroughly and seriously 
discussed. Not only the representatives of the denominations which are 
members of the National Council but others as well, together with leaders in 
Government, are being drawn into these conferences. 


MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT OF THE U. 8S. A. 
AND THE STATE DEPARTMENT 


On September 9, 1959, your Secretary represented the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church in a conference which brought together the representatives of all 
denominations to present to the President of the United States the Program 
for Peace inaugurated by the National Council of Chruches of Christ in the 

U. S. A. One hundred representatives of the denominations met with the 
President in the White House. Dr. Dahlberg presented the Program to the 
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President of the United States and the President, in turn, addressed the 
group expressing his deep appreciation for the work which the churches are 
doing in this most critical area. Following a noonday luncheon which was 
addressed by Senator Hubert Humphrey, the group spent the afternoon with 
leaders in the State Department for a briefing on those critical areas of 
concern which confront our nation and the world in our time. Your Secretary 
is altogether convinced that the excellent Program for Peace with its study 
guide, "Christian Responsibility on a Changing Planet’, is one which deserves 
the most serious attention of all members of our congregations. The Com- 
mission on Christian Social Action and the Council on Christian Social Action 
will be doing everything in their power to bring this to the attention of our 
pastors and people during this year. 


SEMINARY SENIORS AND THE PROGRAM OF THE CHURCH 


On April 8, 1959, selected executives of our boards and agencies together 
with your Secretary, who acted as moderator, met in a Panel Discussion with 
the seniors at the Lancaster Theological Seminary to present and discuss the 
program of the Evangelical and Reformed Church. As a result of this initial 
discussion, and after having received comments from the seniors themselves, 
it is your Secretary's firm conviction that this is a program which needs to 
be continued in Lancaster Seminary and instituted in our other seminaries on 
an annual basis. All who were present and who participated agreed that in 
this fashion it was possible to acquaint our seminary seniors with the work 
in which they will be involved in such a short time after their graduation 
from the seminaries. This matter will be brought to the attention of the 
Committee on Correlation and Promotion with the hope that a recommendation 
might be made to the General Council. 


SOME EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES DURING VACATION 


Your Secretary was grateful for the fact that he was able to spend some time 
with his family on a vacation period during August. However, in order to 
try to stay ahead of some of his work he included the following in his sche- 
dule during this time: 


1. Reviewed the Folder on the United Seminary Appeal proposed for 
use in the Fall Meetings of the Synods and made certain suggestions 
concerning its contents to Dr. L. C. T. Miller. 


<2. Read copy prepared by Dr. Elmer Arndt for the interpretative 
statement on the Statement of Faith and cleared this for printing 
and distribution by Eden Publishing House. 


3. Prepared an article, "How to Secure a Pastorate in the Evangeli- 
cal and Reformed Church" for the Ministers Quarterly published under 
the aegis of the Department of the Ministry of the Congregational 
Christian Churches. 


4, Edited the Minutes of the Second General Synod of the United 
Church of Christ and sent them to Eden Publishing House for printing. 


>. Met in Boston with representatives of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, the Board of International 
Missions, the Commission on World Service and the Service Committee 
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to discuss proposals which might be suggested to the Commission to 
Prepare a Constitution. 


6. Conferred with Dr. Hoskins concerning a replacement for Mrs. 
Nellie W. Baker in the office of the United Church of Christ, 
257 Park Avenue South, New York. 


Vacations are wonderful: 
CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 


In the near future a self-cover edition of the amended By-Laws of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church will be printed and distributed to all of 
our pastors. Ballots will be prepared by the Secretary's office for distri- 
bution to the Synods in order that they might report their voting, in their 
Spring Meetings, upon the Amendments to the Constitution of the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church as these were approved by the General Synod for ratifi- 
cation by two-thirds of the Synods. 


ADDENDA 


Attached to this Report is a listing of engagements met by your Secretary 
Since the last meeting of this General Council. He has sought to divide this 
into certain categories, but often these categories seem to overlap. 


FINALLY 


Very quietly during these past months your Secretary noted the twentieth 
Anniversary of his Ordination to the Christian ministry as well as the 
twentieth Anniversary of his marriage. It is good to be able to tell the 
General Council that Mrs. Mackey is quite well once again and that all men- 
bers of the Mackey household are hale and hearty. 


It is with gratitude to the Officers of the Church, the members of the General 
Council and the executives and staff personnel of the boards and agencies for 
their constant cooperation and with praise to Almighty God for His constant 
care that this Report is submitted. 

Respectfully submitted, 


SHELDON E. MACKEY 
Secretary 


SEM: h 
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Appendix I 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Secretary - Evangelical and Reformed Church 
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Committee on Weekly Bulletin (E&R - CC), New York 
General Board - National Council of Chruches, Hartford, Conn, 


Administrative Committee of the General Council, Chicago 


Meeting with Dr. Wagner on plans for General Synod 
Conference on Church and State, New York 


Denominational Representative - East Pennsylvania Synod 
Visit of Lancaster Seminary Seniors and others to Schaff Bldg. 
Denominational Representative - Philadelphia Synod 


Denominational Representative ~- Lehigh Synod 
Fraternal Representative of E & R Church to Annual Conference 
of Church of the Brethren, Ocean Grove, New Jersey 


28-July 5 General Synod - Evangelical and Reformed Church 


Feb. 19 
25-26 
March LO 
April 4 
30 

May 5- 6 
8 

20-21 

June 3- 4 
19 

30 

July 13 
Sept. 9 
LZ 

og 

Oct. 19-22 


General Council, Wilder Hall, Oberlin, Ohio 

United Seminary Appeal, St. Louis - Initial Planning Comm. 

Meeting - Representatives of denominations with President of 
the U. S. A., and with State Department officials, Wash., D.C. 

Committee on Weekly Bulletin, Philadelphia, Pa. 

United Seminary Appeal Committee, Cleveland, Ohio 


General Council, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Administrative Assistant 


Feb. 16-17 
March 9 
April 8 
13 

22-23 

May 19 
July 21-22 


Executive Committee - Board of International Missions, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Commission on World Service, St. Louis, Mo. 


Moderated Panel Discussion with Seminary Seniors on 
Program of the Church, Lancaster, Pa. 

Commission on Church and Ministry, New York 

Sermon: Installation of Rev. Bruce Kriete 

Board of Christian Education, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Board of National Missions, Baltimore, Md. 


Kingdom Service Conference, Cleveland, Ohio 
Address: United Church of Christ General Synod 


Secretary's Report - 10/18-22/1959 - page 10 


Appendix I 


United Church of Christ 


Feb. 9 


9 
13 


Oct. 


Meeting with special committee (Office of Communication) 
on proposal for Constitution 

Meeting with Ronander and Guptill - Plans for General Synod, 
New York 

Meeting with David Sandstrom - Stewardship and Promotion, N. Y. 


Conference on UCC emphases for Biennium, Cleveland, Ohio 
7:30 p.m. - Administrative Committee - Executive Council 
Administrative Committee - Executive Council, Cleveland, O. 


Committee on proposal for regional emphasis (E&R-CC), Phila., Pa. 


Administrative Committee - Office of Communication, Phila., Pa. 
Plans for General Synod, Oberlin, Ohio 


Site Committee - United Church of Christ General Synods, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Executive Council - United Church of Christ, Cleveland, Ohio 

Conference with Wiest and Babcock on General Synod, Cleveland 
Conference with Dr. Hoskins on Report of Executive Council to 
General Synod 

Meeting with Drs. Hoskins and Wagner - Plans for General Synod, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Meeting with Ronander and Sales Manager of Bellevue-Stratford 
Hotel - 1961 General Synods, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Consultation - United Promotion, Missions Council, Stewardship 
and Missionary Education, New York 

Address: Delaware Valley Association (CC), Carversville, Pa. 

Administrative Committee of the Executive Council, New York 


General Synod, United Church of Christ, Oberlin, Ohio 
Executive Council - United Church of Christ, Oberlin 

Meeting with Drs. Hoskins and Wagner - Follow-up of General 
Synod, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Conference (E&R-CC) - Representatives of Board of International 
Missions, American Board, World Service and Christian Social 
Action, Boston, Mass. 


Meeting with Guptill, Ronander, Strauch - Evaluation of General 
synod, New York 
Administrative Committee of the Executive Council, New York 


Address: 
Executive Council - United Church of Christ, New York 


76 


Glenolden Congregational Christian Church, Glenolden, Pa. 


00 
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Other Engagements 


Feb. 


March 


April 


al. 


Address: First Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Sermon: Rededication of St. John's Church, Slatington, Pa. 

Address: (Masonic), Harrisburg, Pa. 

Two Sermons: Dedication of New Church School, Lakewood, Ohio 

Address: Received Comenius Day Award, Moravian College, 
Bethlehem, Pa. 

Sermon and Address: Hungarian Church, Elyria, Ohio 

Sermon: Dedication of Immanuel Church, Shillington, Pa. 

Address: Dinner honoring retiring employee (Eden-Heidelberg 
Bookstores), Philadelphia, Pa. 


Meditation: Lancaster Seminary Chapel, Lancaster, Pa. 
Address: Philadelphia Synod Heritage Heyday, Royersford, Pa. 


Sermon: 216th Anniversary, Brownback's Church, Spring City, Pa. 
Address: Rededication of St. John's Churcn, Orwigsburg, Pa. 


Sermon: Glenside Church, Glenside, Pa. 
Sermon: Fairless Hills, Pa., Church of the Reformation 


Sermon: Dedication of Corinth Church, Hickory, N. C. 
Sermon and Address: Immanuel Church, Catonsville, Md. 


Address: YW-YMCA Student Retreat, Ursinus College 

Sermon: Bausman Memorial Church, 50th Anniversary, 
Wyomissing, Pa. 

Address: Beaver College 

Sermon: Trinity Church, Skippack, Pa. 
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SCHEDULE OF SPRING MEETINGS OF SYNODS - 1960 


Synod 


California 


Central Pennsylvania 


Dakota Synod 

East Pennsylvania 
Kansas City 
Lancaster 

Lehi gh 


Magyar 
Mercersburg 


Michigan-Indiana 
Midwest 
Missouri Valley 


New York 


Northeast Ohio 
Northern 

North Illinois 
Northwest Ohio 
North Wisconsin 


Pacific Northwest 


Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 
Potomac 
Reading 

Rocky Mountain 
southeast Ohio 


southern 

South Illinois 
South Indiana 
southwest Ohio 
South Wisconsin 


Susquehanna 
Texas 


West New York 


Date 
LO=12 


26-28 
27-28 
3- 4 
26-28 
10-11 
3- 4 


a 
10-11 


2— 
5 h 
10-12 


oD 
17-18 
20-21 


26-27 
10«1}2 


aD 


24.25 
18-19 

8-10 
18-19 
10-12 
26-28 


26-27 

3- 4 
26-28 
10-11 


26-27 
L7-19 


L7-19 


Zion Evangelical & Reformed Church 
Lodi, California 

St. John's Church, Mifflinburg, Pa. 
St. John's Church, Zeeland, N. D. 
St. John's Church, Howertown, Pa. 
New Basel Church, Elmo, Kansas 

First Reformed Church, Lancaster, Pa. 
New Goshenhoppen Church, East Green- 
ville, Pa. 

2? Washington, D. C. 

Starview United Church of Christ 

Mt. Wolf, Pa. 

St. Paul Church, Warren, Michigan 
Zion Church, Hubbard, Iowa 

Hope Evangelical & Reformed Church 
St. Louis, Mo. 

First Evangelical & Reformed Church 
Bridgeport, Conn. 

St. John's Church, Lorain, Ohio 

St. John's Church, Fairmont, Minn. 


St. John's Church, Archbold, Ohio 
American Baptist Assembly Grounds, 
Green Lake, Wisconsin 

second Evangelical & Reformed Church 
Portland, Oregon 

Ot. Paul's Church, Fort Washington, Pa. 
Christ Church, Latrobe, Pa. 

Hood College, Frederick, Md. 
Frieden's Church, Hegins, Pa. 

Zion Church, Gering, Nebraska 

First Evangelical & Reformed Church, 
Alliance, Ohio 

First Church, Burlington, N. C. 

Zion Church, Milistadt, Ill. 

Zion Church, Evansville, Ind. 


American Baptist Assembly Grounds, 
Green Lake, Wisconsin 

St. John Church, Freeland, Pa. 

Zion United Church of Christ, 

Waco, Texas 

Grace-Parkridge United Church of Christ 
Buffalo, N. Y. 


Appenalx i144. 


Mail to the Office of the United Church of Christ 
257 Fourth Avenue, New York i0, N. &. 


ie anal 


QUALIFICATIONS FOR A MINISTER OR LAY MEMBER FOR ELECTION 
TO NATIONAL AGENCIES OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, THE EVANGELICAL 
AND REFORMED CHURCH, OR THE CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 


Name CC E& RR 
(Local Church Affiliation) 

Address 

Age (Approximate, if exact age not known) 


General Education and Specialized Training (High School, College, Postgraduate, 
Other ) 


Occupational Experience 


Service Within the Church 


a. Local Church (If minister, note special emphases) 
b. Denominational 

Interdenominational or Community Service 

Special Interests 


In what Board, Agency or official capacity do you believe he (or she) could 
serve well? 

SIGNATURE 

Office 

Address 


Date 


Use other side for added comments if desired. 
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DATA CONCERNING MINISTERS AND CONGREGATIONS OF THE CHURCH 
MINISTERS 
Received into Membership 


Rev. George A. Hazen, Cumberland, Md., by Pittsburgh Synod on 
September 1, 1959, from the Congregational Christian Churches. 


Rev. Fred R. Manthey, Jr., Philadelphia, Pa., by Philadélphia Synod on 
May 8, 1959, from the Congregational Christian Churches. 


Rev. Philip F. Pfaffmann, Stevens Point, Wis., by North Wisconsin Synod 
on May 14, 1959, from the Congregational Christian Churches. 


Rev. Donald H. Voss, Chelsea, Mich., by Midwest Synod on March l, 1958, 
by Midwest Synod, from the Congregational Christian Churches. 


Rev. Peter Young, Philadelphia, Pa., by Philadelphia Synod, on 
June 5, 1959, from the Evangelical United Brethren Church. 


Dismissed 


Rev. William W. Hall, McCall, Idaho, by Lancaster Synod, on 
September 5, 1959, to the Presbytery of Boise, Idaho. 


Erased from the Roll 


Rev. Charles E. Hess, Ngudu, Africa, by Philadelphia Synod, on 
June 5, 1959, at his own request. 


CONGREGATIONS 
Received into Membership 
Peace Church, Minnesota Lake, Mich., by Northern Synod, on May 24, 1959 


Immanuel Church, Kettlersville, Ohio, by Northwest Ohio Synod, on 
May 22, 1959 


Edgewood United Church of Christ, Burlington, N. C., by Southern 
Synod, on June 19, 1959 


Dissolved 


St. John's Church, Los Angeles, California, by California Synod, on 
September 8, 1959 


St. John's Church, Humboldt, Nebraska, by Midwest Synod, on 
September 1, 1959 


St. Paul's Church, Maniy, Iowa, by Midwest Synod, on August 25, 1959 


84} 
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Immanuel Church, Black River Falls, Wisconsin, by North Wisconsin 
Synod on April 6, 1959 


St. Paul's Church, Lingle, Wyoming, by Rocky Mountain Synod, on 
October 23, 1958 


CHANGES IN SYNOD ROSTERS 
East Pennsylvania Synod 
The Fountain Hill Charge was dissolved and the former constituents, 
Grace Church, Bethlehem, Pa., and Jerusalem Church (Salisbury Twp.), 
Bethlehem, Pa., were constituted separate charges. 


Missouri Valley Synod 


St. Andrew Church and Pilgrim Church of St. Louis, Mo., have been 
constituted the St. Andrew-Pilgrim Charge. 


North Illinois Synod 


St. Paul's Church, Deerfield, Illinois, and St. John's Church, High- 
land Park, Illinois, have been merged and is now Trinity Church, 
Deerfield, Illinois 


Reading Synod 


Christ Church, Barnesville, Pa., and St. Peter's Church, R. D., 
Barnesville, Pa., have been constituted the Barnesville Charge. 


Susquehanna Synod 


The Ringtown Charge has been realigned. Emmanuel Church, Nuremberg, 
Pa., St. Paul's Church, Ringtown, Pa., and St. Peter's Church, 
Shumans, Pa., now constitute the Ringtown Charge, with St. John's 
Church, Girard Manor, Pa., becoming a supply point. 
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A RECOMMENDATION 
To: Members of the General Council 
From: The Executive Committee of the Commission on Health and 


Welfare Services, V. B. Hauck, President. 


It is respectfully recommended that the General Council approve 
the nomination of this Executive Committee by confirming the appoint- 
ment of the Rev. Lee W. Rockwell to the position of Executive Secre- 
tary of this —e 

It is further recommended that; 

1. The appointment be at the salary listed in the previously 
approved budget. 

2. That the appointee assume his new duties on January 1, 1960, 
or as sisi, thbuiedbees as he can be released from his present 
position. 

3. That the office be located in St. Louis or Cleveland, as 
mutually agreed upon by the Committee and the appointee at 


@ later date. 


September 23, 1959 


Sa 


a 


A CANDIDATE RECOMMENDED FOR THE FOSITION OF 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
COMMISSION ON HEALTH AND WELFARE SERVICES 


LEE W. ROCKWELL 
3737 North Mozart Street 
Chicago 18, Illinois 


PERSONAL: 


ACADEMIC ; 


Born: St. Louis, Missouri, May 14, 1915 (44 years of age) 
Grew up in Belleville, Illinois 
Married: September 1, 1940, Eden Seminary Chapel, 

Johanna Jung Rockwell. 


Od 


One son, Michael Rockwell, born May 5, 1949, ten years oic. 


1937 Bachelor of Arts, Elmhurst College 
1940 Bachelor of Divinity, Eden Theological Seminary 
1951 Master of Social Administration, Loyola University 


PRESENT POSITION: 


Superintendent, Uhlich Children's Home, Chicago, since June 1, 1946. 


MAJOR OFFICES HELD: 


Past President, Commission on Benevolent Institutions 

Past Chairman, Executives of Children's Institutions, Welfare 
Council of Metropolitan Chicago 

Past Chairman, Child Welfare Planning Committee, Welfare 
Council of Metropolitan Chicago 

Past President, Chicago Federation for Crime Prevention and 
Delinguency Control 

Former Member, Chicago Community Fund Budget Review Committee 

Chairman, Committee appointed by Governor of Illinois to re- 
write standards for children's institutions in this state 

Lecturer for three years, Elmhurst College, “Introduction to 
Social Work" 


CURRENT MEMBERSHIPS: 


Executive Committee, Commission on Benevolent Institutions 

Corporate Members-Elect, Board for Home Missions, United Church 
of Christ 

Advisory Board for Social Welfare, Church Federation of 
Greater Chicago 

Family and Child Welfare Committee, Church Federation of 
Greater Chicago 

Illinois Committee on Child Welfare Legislation 

Technical Consultant to Illinois Committee on White House 
Conference for 1960 

Child Welfare Planning Committee, Welfare Council of 
Metropolitan Chicago 

Tliinois Child Care Executive 

Welfare Council Public Relations Forum 


For General Council = October 1959. 
TREASURER'S REPORT 


Apportionment Receipts. 


1959 1958 Overage 
Or 

(Shortage). 
February pel, 743.00 $310,565.17 ® 5,177.53 
March 26,052.55 279,383.78 668.77 
April 499,48) .07 42h 5172.29 75,311.78 
May 286,130.79 342,018.54 (55,007.75) 
June 319,760.67 303,743.93 16,016. 7], 
July 333,534.59 364. 5238.47 (30,703.88) 
August 26,027.11 258,870.34 5,156.77 
September 342,170.96 334,682.78 7,488.18 


Total 2,674,903. 74 2,647 5675.60 27 5228.11 


Guaranteed Monthly 
Advance Paid 
(8 months) 3,060,768.00 2,976,688.00 


1959 - $382,596. per mo. 
1958 - 372,086. " 
Deficit = Sept. 30 385,864.26 329,012.10 
Total Apportionment Receipts for last 

four months of fiscal year 1958 - 1,863 869.49 
Total Apportionment Receipts necessary 


for last four months of fiscal 
year 1959 - 1,916 446.26 


World Service Receipts. 


| 1959 1958 
September 30, $426 14.25 #413,196.7 12,947.51 


Charles H. Lockyear, 
Assistant Treasurer. 


BOARD OF NATIONAL MISSIONS 


Since last reporting to the General Council, we have been through the gratifying- 
disappointing experience of the meeting of the General Synod at Oberlin. It was 
gratifying to have the Board's new loan policies endorsed and to note the widespread 
interest in securing loan funds, from various sources! An impetus was given to our 
Loaned Cdurch Building Fund, which now stands at about $300,000. 


On the other hand, it was disappointing to find that for the biennium 1960-1961 
an increase of only 7.7 per cent was voted for National Missions. The need for church 
extension is still outstanding. The United Lutheran Church assigned $3 million of its 
1958 budget receipts for this purpose; the Christian Churches have entered upon a 
dramatic ten year program to start 1,500 new churches in that period, an increase of 
300 per cent from the present rate of about 50 per year. Our hope is that with a 
smaller increase, there may be a higher percentage of contributing, with an increased 
“paying basis", especially in the General Fund where the pinch of the cost of estab- 
lishing new churches is now being felt. Our new loan policies will ease the situation 
somewhat in the Church Building Department, although present "earmarkings" of loan 
funds show the continuing need for new capital. 


We are gratified also at the decision to raise capital funds for the theological 
seminaries, for National Missions has a great stake in the recruiting and training of 
pastors. Reports from the experimental school for ministers held last summer at Lan- 
caster Seminary indicate a high level of work done. Our participation is through the 
in-service training program of our Committee on City Church and Urban Strategy. The 
guided selfestudy program carried on by this committee has been completed in Baltimore, 
is in progress in Indianapolis, Indiana, and Rochester, New York, and has begun in 
Buffalo, New York and St. Joseph, Missouri. 


The Convocation on the Town and Country Church held in Oberlin, Ohio, September 
1-3, proved to be an outstanding project of the United Church. The theme was "The 
Christian Witness in the Rural Revolution” and there were 420 in attendance, of which 
E. and R. delegates numbered 226, C.C., 182, and others, 12. 29 synods and.29 con- 
ferences were represented. The new film, "Shadow on the Land", was introduced and re- 
ceived wide favor as a discussion-starter type of presentation. The pilot project on 
the Renewal of the Church in Town and Country, centered at Merom, Indiana, is now be- 
ginning with Rev. Keene Lebold as director. 


After maintaining a rate of 20 new churches each year for several years, we are 
planning for 24 or 25 during 1959, of which 20 have at this writing been staffed or 
have property purchased. Seven will be sponsored jointly with Congregational Chris- 
tian agencies, namely: Levittown, N. J., Rev. Gerald Kummer; Orlando, Fla., Rev. 
Horace Sills; Tacoma, Washington, Rev. Paul Pruitt; with pastors not yet secured for 
Syracuse, N, Y., Indianapolis, Ind., Columbia, Mo., and Denver, Colo. (Rev. Richard 
Davis has begun work in Clearwater, Fla.) Joint planning for new work requires some 
additional effort in the early stages, but we have worked out an arrangement for 
allocating major responsibility for administration to one staff person or the other; 
and have also agreed that property and building financing will be handled by one 
denominational department or the other, alternating the fields. There seems to be 
considerable enthusiasm for these joint projects. 


Our Eastern Field Secretary, Rev. J. Edmund Lippy, has had a second period of — 
hospitalization this year, undergoing surgery for the removal of the spleen on Sep- 
tember 25th. We are happy to report that he is making good progress and that Dr. 
Ralph S, Weiler and fellow staff members are keeping his work going during his en- 
forced absence. 


10/1/59 Purd E, Deitz, General Secretary 


October 1, 1959. 


BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS 


RESUME OF 1957-59 AND 1960 PROSPECTUS 


(from the perspective of the personnel factor) 


In the beginning of the Triennium, 133 missionaries were on the field. 


During the Triennium, 51 withdrew from service. 


In the Triennium, 72 persons entered service or were appointed by the Board. 


This activity gives prospectively a net increase of 18 (plus 5 appointees not 


yet assigned) for the Triennium. 


In 1960 we need qualified people for 6 openings (65 persons). 


The 1960 field budgets provide for 35 openings (49 persons). 


GHANA 
TOGO 
HONDURAS 
HONG KONG 
INDIA 
INDONESIA 
IRAQ 
JAPAN 
ECUADOR 


Total 


Active 


ie) 
2 
22 
5 
20 
2 
2 


36 


Apvointees 
Assigned 


6 


23 


25 


—~aE_llCll Sle SOC 


Withdrawal Summary 


Completed Term 
Retired 

Died 

Resigned 
Transfers & Other 


Leave of Absence 


In 1957, it cost $2,975 to maintain a missionary in his station. 
the same items will cost $3,193, or a 174% increases 


4 if |oe 
Ee ImN& looraam 


In 1960, 


Field program, ecumenical projects, non-recurring items and home base 
expenses are not reflected when we focus only on personnel. 


86 


The above does not include expansion in program or net increase in personnel. 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND PUBLICATION 


The Leadership Development and Field Interpretation Program for the United 
Church Curriculum got under way with the National Training Laboratory for Pre-School 


Education held at Elmhurst College in July. There were representatives present fron 
30 of our 33 synods and from most of the CC state conferences, Training was givan 
to enable key leaders to present "Christian Foundations in Pre-School Years" - basic 
program for parents and church school leaders preparatory to the use of the new 
United Church Curriculum - in synods and local churches, 


A Specialized Training School for directors of Christian education for associ-~ 
ate pastors with special responsibility in Christian education is scheduled to be 
held at the Conference Center, Lisle, N.Y., duly 24reAugust 5, 1960, This is a train-e 
ing opportunity for full-time workers in Christian ecucation to deepend their theol- 
ogical interests and concerns, and is part of our Leadership Development Program. 


3's in Christian Commnity is the title of the new nursery course in the United 
Church Curriculum which will be in print about January 1, 1960 and ready for use in 
our church schools in the fall of 1960, In addition to the course guide there will 


be 8 four-color pupil's books, a portfolio of 18 four-color teaching pictures, and a 
manual describing the ministry of the church to children from birth through 3 years, 


The current adult course in our Church and Home Series was written by the Rever- 
end Robert T. Fauth, D.D., pastor of Peace Memorial Church, Chicago, and President cf. 
the Board of Christian Education and Publication, Entitled Our Common Protestant 
Heritage, it is well adapted to use in adult Sunday church school classes or for spe- 
cial study groups held at other times during the week, Examination copies have been 
sent upon request to more than 200 of our pastors, Regular users of our Church and 
Home Series materials together with those using this particular course will bring the 
circulation of this adult study book to approximately 30,000 copies, It is the ~~ 
first part of a two quarter unit which will run through March 1960. 


Youth, our bi-weekly magazine for young people, has been increasing in popular- 
ity until its present circulation in the United Church is 36,000. Church School 
Worker, our monthly publication for church school leaders, is now reaching more than 
32,000 regular readers, | 


Recent publications of Christian Education Press, which deserve special mention 
are: 

Sing to the Lord, the new hymnal for church school and home which has 
been five years in preparation, Hailed as an outstanding contribution to 
church school and home hymnody, a special feature of this book is an excel- 
lent section devoted to services for worship in the home. 

P.S,. to Puzzled Parents, by John and Dorathea Crawford is a timely pub- 
lication, since it offers practical guidance to parents of teen-agers, The 
United Lutheran Church has adopted it as one of the publications it is re- 
commending to its people and has ordered 1,800 copies for distribution in 
more than 600 of its churches, 

The Use of the Bible with Adults, by Robert E, Koenig, director of 
curriculum with the Board of Christian Education and Publication, is a 
leadership education text which is winning high praise, 

Letters from Ghana, by Richard and Gertruce Braun, medical mission- 
aries under our Board of International Missions, is scheduled for early 
publication, 

Religious Ideas for Arts and Crafts, by Russell and Ruth Barbour, in 
a regular and library edition, received special cisplay space in the 
Philadelphia Free Library during the month of August. 


, F, I, SHEEDER 
October 1, 1959 Executive Secretary 
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REPORT OF THE BOZRD OF BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 


At the close of the May meeting of the Board of Business Manegenent held in 
Ste Louis, Dr. Robert Kienle, Chairman, announced thet he had been elected 

to the General Council, which necessitated that he retire from this Board. 

The undersigned was elected Chairman. 


This is my first report of this nature, and I am not certain as to what it 
should include. Perhaps, a resume of our St. Louis actions are in order. 


le 
Ze 


er 


lle 


The Financial reports were given by the Treasurer, iir.e Fred A. Kaiser and 
it appears that our Budget is satisfactory for the current year. 

It was voted that Mr. John Wendell Cooper be appointed to fill the vacancy 
created by the passing of Mr. ‘Ime ifingle on the "Comittee of 50!, 

Dre Wine Toth, Editor of the "Lapja!" who announced his retircnent at the end 
of the year, stated that the new Editor would be elected at the Oberlin 
General Synod and it was agreed that the new Editor be invited to the Fall 
meeting of this Board. 

AS there was a request for the use of the United Church Herald mailing list, 
the Board voted not to permit the use of the United Church Herald mailing 
list to any Organization or Person. 

Following the report of the Schaff Heidelberg Corporation, it was voted 
that the Schaff Building be authorized to proceed with the necessary repairs 
and modernization to the extent of ‘50,000.00. The Schaff Heidelberg Cor- 
poration is in good financial condition and again contributed “15,000.00 
to the Board of Christian Education and Publication in accordance with 

the statement of intention, which stated that the first funds received 
from this Corporation as profits should be returned to the Agencies which 
had provided funds during depression yearse To date the sum of ‘35,000.00 
has been received from the Corporation and has been properly designated. 
The Eden Publishing House stated thet it was contributing “10,000.00 to 
the General Council of the Evangelical and Reformed Church without any 
recomiendation as to the distribution. This action was approved. 

No action was taken pertaining to the Congregational Christian Lay Pension 
Plane 

Reve Geo. Smith reported that the deficit for the 1958 Year Book was 
"32,027.05, and it was voted that the price of the 1960 Year Book be raised 
to Les 

DY. Henry Ie Stahr who has become incapacitated, sent a letter of resigna- 
tion which was accepted with regrets. 

Mre Fred C. Smith of Allentown Pennsylvania was elected to complete the 
unexpired term of Mr. George Hurmel. 

Assignnents were made for the nine (9) Fall Synodical Meétings which were 
the responsibility of this Board. 

it was voted that Rev. Norman Zulauf succeed Dr. Stahr on the Joint Pub 
lications Committee for the United Church Herald, and that Rev. George Je 
Smith fill the vacancy of Dr. Stahr on the Paper Committee. 

Dre Kienle was thanked for his service, and an informal testimonial dinner 
was held at Ste Paults Church on ay 26th honoring Rev. Otto Press and 
Robert Kienles 


Since the meeting, Dr. Wagner has requested that a detailed statement of 


affairs of the "Lapja" be made and be placed in his hands. This was donee 


It will be necessary for General Council to consider the usual Budget items 


for the year 1960 at its Fall Meeting. 


Respectfully submitted, 


(signed) Norman Ce Zulauf. 


l, 


2. 


4, 


De 


Board of Pensions and Relief 


Report to the General Council < October 19-22, 1959 


The enrollment of seminary seniors in the Ministers' Retirement 
Annuity Fund is completed with but a few delayed exceptions. 


All Fall Meetings zoned to this Board have been attended with 
exception of Texas Synod which meets in November. We question the 
advisability of numerous Sunday meetings now being inaugurated by 
some Synods. 


Since February 1, the following insurance checks were issued: 

3 @ $1,000.00 (Harvey Lyttle, Horst Jeschke, Robert Nienkamp) ; 
3 @ $500.00 (Harvey Shue, Walter Wilke, Theo. Honold) and 11 @ 
$200.00, 


We shall continue to cooperate with the Commission on Church and 
Ministry in setting up the Major Medical Plan for our pastors. 


Our Committee on Negotiations met once with the similar Committee 


of the Annuity Fund (C/C) and further meetings will be held in 
the coming months. 


Silas P. Bittner, Secretary 
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REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON EVANGELISM 


The Commission continues to concentrate its program and activities on the 
implementation of the Teaching-Reaching-Preaching Mission, launched so 
significantly and successfully in February, 1958, Since the last report 
of the Commission to General Council Missions have been conducted in the 
following Synods and areas within Synod: 


South Illinois Synod 
April 3-10 = Egyptian and St, Clair Regions with six 
churches participating in each region 
April 17-2) - Edwardsville with six churches participating. 


Michigan-Indiana Synod 
April 10-17 - Ann Arbor Region with three churches sharing 
' in the program, 


Potomac Synod | 
May 1-8 - Baltimore, Maryland with fifteen churches sharing 


in the program. 


The statistical record as to results in terms of accessions, etc. have been 
released in the recent issves of THE EVANGELISM ADVOCATE. 


TRPMs have been set up for the fall as follows: 


October 23-30 - Western Region, South Wisconsin Synod. 
Three units, Philadelphia Synod. 

October 30=November 6 = Two Units - Reading Synod. 

November 6-13  - Wausau Area, North Wisconsin Synod. 
Three Units, Central Pennsylvania Synod. 


Several Youth Evangelism workshops have been conducted on an area level. 
The Rev. Robert Happel served on the staff of the Women's Guild Summer 
Conference at Doane College, July 13-17, and Dr. James W. Bright will serve 
as instructor in evangelism and related concerns at the Voluntary Service 
Training Center, November 22-29, 


The Commission on Evangelism and the Board of Home Missions of the Congregational 
Christian Churches, acting through the Joint Committee on Evangelism has called 
Dr, Gerald J. Jud, Congregational Christian pastor of Worcester, Massachusetts, 
to become the General Secretary of Evangelism in the United Church of Christ. He 
will also serve as the Senior Secretary of the Commission on Evangelism in the 
interim until the agency of evangelism has been established by the adoption of 
the Constitution of the United Church of Christ, Dr. Jud plans to begin his 
work the early part of January, 1960 with headquarters in the present Commission 
offices, Cleveland, Ohio. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Fred C. Schweinfurth 
Executive Secretary 
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COMMISSION ON CHRISTIAN SOCIAL ACTION 


Report To The General Council, October 19 = 22, 1959 


The Commission On Christian Social Action continues to enjoy the advane 
tages of happy and fruitful cooperation with its Congregational Christian 
counterpart in the Council for Christian Social Action in the United Church 
of Christ. 


Since our last report to the General Council, we have participated in 
four successful regional Christian Social Action Institutes, A number of 
Evangelical and Reformed persons have traveled with the Rev. and Mrs. Herman 
Reissig on a study tour of Europe and the Middle East, while a number of 
others enjoyed a similar Seminar in Mexico with the Rev. and Mrs, F, Nelsen 
Schlegel, 


Other members of the staff, too, are looking forward to periods abroad, 
The Executive Secretary has been invited to visit West Germany and West Berlin 
during the month of November under the German Federal Republic's Exchange pro- 
gram, and has been given time by the Commission for additional travel, 


The Rev. Chester L. Marcus, our Secretary for Racial and Cultural Rela- 
tionships, is being released by the Board of National Missions and the Commis~= 
sion on Christian Social Action to the Board of International Missions for the 
calendar year 1960 in order that he may teach at the Theological Seminary at 
Peki, Ghana and render other services in furtherance of the fellowship between 
the United Church of Christ and the Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Africa, 
It is our expectation that Mr, Marcus will make a substantial contribution in 
interpreting the social outreach of the Church and bring back to his work in 
this country the benefit of his broadened experience and understanding, 


The Council for Christian Social Action has for some time been hoping to 
undertake a project designed to encourage a non=-segregated housing pattern in 
a community that showed promise of cooperation toward this end. Such an 
arrangement has now been entered into with a committee in greater Minneapolis 
for a three year experimental period, 


The Commission on Christian Social Action is deeply gratified by the steps 
taken by the General Synod of the United Church of Christ in approving the Call 
to Christian Action in Society and in encouraging the Council to discharge its 
responsibility of offering recommendations and statements on controversial cur- 
rent problems, It is grateful also for the support given by the General Synod 
of the Evangelical and Reformed Church to its proposal to cooperate with the 
Council for Social Action in strengthening the Protestant staff in Washington 
in cooperation with the Washington Office of the National Council of Churches. 
We look forward to further exploration of this proposal with the National 
“Council, now that the General Synod has expressed itself, and its implementation 
at as early a date as possible, 

Respectfully submitted, 
Huber F, Klemme 


Executive Secretary 
HFK sme 
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September 18, 1959 
A REPORT FROM THE COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION 


To the Members of the General Council: 

The Commission on Higher Education has very few new items of importance to 
report to the General Council since the Council's last meeting. A sincere effort was 
made to gather feelings on the part of the C C people at the meeting of General Synod 
last July. It was evident at the General Synod meeting that there are persistent 
differences of opinion concerning the philosophy of Higher Education in the United 
Church of Christ. The Commission is trying to do what it can to, in a Christian 
Spirit, uphold what we feel is very important in the relationship between our church 
related institutions and the church. 

All members of the Commission were asked to put their convictions concerning 
the provision which the proposed Constitution makes for a separate Agency on Higher 
Education in writing. These papers were sent to Dr, Alfred Creager, who officially 
represented our Commission at a special meeting called by Dr, Truman Douglas with 
reference to the items on Higher Education in the proposed Constitution. Several 
members of the Commission will meet with the section of the Commission on Constitu- 
tion dealing with Boards and Agencies, meeting in Cleveland on October 1. We have been 
invited by the Chairman of that meeting to attend. 

The members of the Commission feel very strongly that the church should sup- 
port our Educational Institutions as much as possible. We sincerely hope that the 
amount provided for colleges and scadenies in the new budget, adopted by General Synod, 
will be granted these schools without reduction, 

The importance of the Church's ministry in Higher Education is growing con- 
stantly, and we trust that the members i: the General Council will do everything 
within their power to strengthen the hand of our Educational Institutions in the im- 


portant ministry they are performing, 


Otto R. Gerber, Chairman 


The Commission on Stewardship 
ESLER SR A ATLA SE ETO SAAS ASS Stier TINE SEAS aE 


A Report to the Committee on Correlation and Promotion 
Philadelphia, Pa - October 18-22 


A special three-month tithing campaign is being sponsored by the Commission 

of Stewardship during September, October and November. Rev. Henry S. Raab, 
Pastor of Second Church, Harrisburg, Pas, has been granted a leave of absence 
to carry out a visitation to 70 churches in six Synods. The early reports 

from Southern Synod give indication of avery successful visitation. Mr. 

Raab developed a box for the use of tithers entitled, "The Holy Tithe," Since 
1953 nearly 200 members of his church in Harrisburg have accepted copies of 
"The Holy Tithe® and now make use of it. During the visitation in Southern 
Synod 130 members in 13 churches accepted copies of "The Holy Tithe" and about 
100 more signed tithers cards. This is the most intensive tithing campaign 
that has ever been conducted in the Evangelical and Reformed Church. Mr. Raabts 
itinerary will take him to churches in Pacific Northwest, California, Southeast 
Ohio, Rocky Mountain and New York Synods. 


"Christian Stewardship Strengthens Today's Family" is the general theme for the 
Annual Stewardship Project for 1960. The official announcement of the Project 
will be sent to all pastors, church schoql superintendents and Woments Guild 
Stewardship Chairmen by November 1. Last year 1300 churches participated in 
the Project and more than 9,000 resource booklets were distributed. The 
Project has shown a steady growth in participation over the years. 


The Commission held its Annual Meeting at Hood College, Frederick, Maryland, 
June 10 to 12. A number of representatives from the Congregational Christian 
fellowship were present as were three Synodical Stewardship Chairmen. The 
Commission approved a change of policy for the distribution of printed leaflets 
in order to provide for free distribution, Since that time more than 10,000 
copies of "Putting Christ into the Family Budget and Calendar," and 15,000 
copies of "The Christian Steward and the Tithe," have been distributed, This 
policy conforms to that followed by the Department of United Promotion. The 
Commission was honored to have Mrs. Milton Lang and Dr. Donald C. Dearborn, 
members of the General Council, visit their sessions and speak to the groupe 


The new members elected to the Commission by the General Synod are: Rev. Le 
Meid Becker of Youngstown, Ohio, re-elected for 6 years; Rev. Stephen Szabo 
of Cleveland, Ohio, for 6 years and Mr. Daniel R. Wanner of Philadelphia, Pa, 


Submitted by 


Car, CO AD arch. 


Paul E. Strauch 
Executive Secretary 
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WORLD SERVICE REPORT TO GENERAL COUNCIL 
October 19 = 22, 1959 


In 1956 = 1957 = 1958, the United Church of Christ gave more to support 
the work of World Service through Ecumenical Agencies than any other 
church in the world! 


Throughthe E. & R, Commission on World Service and the Congregational 
Christian Service Committee, the people of our churches responded 

to the call for help from Today's Jericho Road with a generous, compas- 
sionate outreach that places our United Church of Christ in the forefront 
in giving through ecumenical channels for the DIACONATE MISSION. 


Below is a summary of our gifts: 


World Council of Churches, Dept. Inter-Church Aid: 
BGR = $150,500; CuO.» $147, 5600; total ous. cvaesceccteseec $ 298, 000 


Worldwide projects through World Council: 
B&R = $352,048; CeC = $127, 4155 total’. sivawewaedundecens 479, 463 


Church World Service, NCCCUSA: 
EB & BB. = $746, 045; CoC $707, 1655 total . sins seuaccsewsavere 1,455,210 


Heifer Project, Inc.: 
E & R > $121,781; C=C $12, 853; total coeerveeceoeeeeeeseeeseeven 134, 634 


World's YW-YMCA, Refugees and projects: 
B&B = $52,000; C-G. = $21,000; total .o.s cvad vecweceucues 73, 000 


Meals for Millions Foundation: 
E & R sais $37, 070; C-C _ $9,293; total osevcoeoeceoeeeoseaveeeoveerve€e 46, 363 


Agricultural Missions, Inc.: 
E & R - $6,500 e®eeveeveeeeee ete total oeeeowpeoeeevovseeneee0e700 8 & 6,500 


United Christian Youth Movement: 
E & R - $4, 750 eeerev ew eG eeeve ee total eeoeevoeeeeveeoseeeoeeeosees 4, 750 


Albert Schweitzer Hospitals: , 
E&R -} $26,512 *e*eee#sseseseseees s TOT sci wis i Ow ec Oh eae 6% 26512 


Grand Total oeeoeeveveeveer eer eveeeeeeveeeneeenteeneeteeves $2,524, 432 


These figures indicate financial support of these ecumenical World 
Service programs. Not included are 1, 144, 276 pounds of new and used 
clothing; over $200, 000 worth of farm animals and over $100, 000 worth 
of CROP gifts in kind; the services of fraternal workers and overseas 
staff; the aid given through our own Mission Boards and the C-C Service 
Committee's special programs, etc. 


IO 


REPORT TO THE GENERAL COUNCIL from COMMISSION ON CHURCH AND MINISTRY 
October 18, 1959 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Reverend Fathers and Brethren; 


This report will not be a recapitulation of our report as found In the 
Blue Book for the General Synod, but will lift out several items specifically. 


Mr. Kriete, our new assistant secretary for life enlistment, is being 
enthusiastically received in many parts of the church, and his services are 
regularly called for to introduce the topic of life enlistment. The writer too 
$s still called upon regularly for such life enlistment services. 


The first session of the Summer School for Ministers, a school at the 
graduate level for ministers on sabbatical leave, was held in Lancaster, Pa, 
for one month, with remarkable success. Unfortunately, there were no Gongre= 
gational Christian ministers present in spite of some "beating the bushes'', 

The next year's session will be held at Eden Seminary, and it is strongly hoped 
that there will be some €C.C. participation, 


Other In-Service training programs continue at an even keel, reaching 
about 600 ministers each year. 


The hospitalization insurance plan which the General Counc!! requested the 
Commission to present to it and thence to the General Synod was not adopted by 
the General Synod but referred back to the Commission to review further in coe 
operation with the General Counc!]. A letter and return addressed postcard Is 
going to all ministers and consistories, seeking their response to some of the 
Issues involved. 


In student care, the basic changes made by the General Synod are as follows: 
Revisions in the student loan program made by the General Synod are as follows: 


1. The general maximum for loans shall be § 400.00 for a college student 
and $ 350.00 for a seminary student. 
2. Part of the student aid fund (as it is now called) may be made avail- 
| able to graduate students planning to teach in United Church colleges 
or seminaries. 
3- A limited number of loans in preparation for church social work may be 
granted, 


It should be noted that these increases are for the fiscal year beginning 
February 1, 1960, and therefore this means the academic year beginning Sept. 1960, 
The possibility of larger grants in special cases of great need is still open to 
the Synod Committee on Church and Ministry and the Commission, as in this trien- 
nium, 


Concerning military chaplains, having been well over quota for about three 
and one half years, we are now under our quota, and should be accepting an ad- 
ditional seven or eight men into military chaplaincy active duty in the next 
year or so. (Thus we are building up a goodly number of reserves who have served 
three years, then go back to the pastorate, yet are ready to serve in case of 
national emergency. 

Respectfully submitted, 


a a 
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COMMISSION ON HEALTH AND WELFARE SERVICES 


Report to the General Council ~ October, 1959 


The major efforts of this Commission during the period have been concerne?’ 
with interpreting its area of work anil needs to study committees of the church, 
to memhers of the Congrezational Christian Fellowship, and to the Constitution 
Commission of the United Church. 

Menbers of this Gomnission served. on the several committees relating to 
health end welfare needs, which presented reports to the General Synod. Among 
these were study committees on Mentally Netardscd, Mentally Deficient, and Rela~ 
tionship of Hospitals and the Church, Deaconess Order, full-time Executive Sec- 
retary. Preliminary reports on these matters were reviewed and professional 
suggestions given by various groups of this Commission. 

At the present time plans are well advanced for participating with other 
concerned groups in a consultation on needs of the agirg. The consultation was 
developed by staff leadership of the Council for Shristian Social Action since 
this Commission wes without staff and adequate budget to spearhead the effort. 

The Commission is participating with other national groups in planning for 
the White House Conference on Children and Youth. 

A great deal of time and effort has been devoted to study and consultation 
on the Constitution of the United Church of Christ. Informal discussions were 
begun at Oberlin, with Congregational Christian representatives of the Board of 
Home Missions, ané were continued at Cleveland September 3rd for the purpose of 
developing better understanding of the work and purpose of this Commision. Invi- 
tations were accepted to appear before the Sub-Committee on Instrumentalities 
at Cleveland September 3-4, 1959 and also before the Constitution Commission on 
October 1, 1959. 

A Pexvsonnel Committee has been at work to secure an lHxecutive Secretary for 
this Commissicn, The Committee has had two meetings and considerable correspon- 
dence. <A candidate for the position has been secured arid will be presented to 
the General Council. 

In the field, work continues to progress and expand, For example, in the 
past six months new units were completed at Fort Wayne, Bethany and Evangelical, 
St. Louis. Protestant, Louisville, Ky., sold their present plant and will re- 
build an all new plant further from the city center. Hoffm@n Home is carefully 
restudying its program in line with recommendations of a Child Welfare League 
study. All of these events are in the area of service to children and their fam 
ilies. The other areas of concern show like progress and vitality in witness and 
service, 

The institutions and agencies in the Commission have been greatly encourage 
by the interest and concern shown by the General Council and are aes for the 
opportunity to serve. 


Respectfully Submitted, 


V. B. HAUCK 


CHURCHMEN'S BROTHERHOOD REPORT TO GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING 


OCTOBER 19th =- 22nd, 1959 — AT PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA, 


August 26th, 1959. 


Our work continues to grow in a most encouraging manner 
and we are grateful to God for all of His goodness to us, Our 
total number of local Churchmen's Brotherhood chapters is now 
over’ 1,000 compared to about 600 ten years ago, Thirty-five 
new chapters have organized and affiliated to date in 1959, 


The most interesting development of the year was the very 
successful "Lay School Of Theology" held at Lancaster Seminary 
in June, Our limit of fifty students was reached within a month 
after the first announcement, Other theological seminaries with-~ 
in the United Church are planning lay schools for the future, A 
sige eg is at work on the next lancaster Seminary Lay School 
for 1960, 


Cooperation between our men and the men of the Laymen's 
Fellowship proceeds in local churches, synods and between our two 
national boards, 


The Second Joint Convention of Congregational Christian 
and Evangelical and Reformed men is to be held in St, Louis P 
Missouri ~ August 25th - 26th - 27th, 1960, We invite and urge 
members of the General Council to attend this meeting, We have 
prospects of 1,200 or more registrants, 


Our Churchmen's Brotherhood men eagerly await the adoption 
of the proposed constitution for the United Church of Christ so 
that we may begin work in the new Council For Cooperation Between 
Men and Women, 


Faithfully yours, 


Kenneth Kohler, 
Executive Secretary, 
Churchmen's Brotherhood, 
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THE WOMEN'S GUILD SEPTEMBER 1959 


TO: MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL 


‘There afe several items about which you will want to have the latest information. 
I shall list them below so that you can easily choose the ones you would like to use. 


1. The Women's Guild held six summer conferences this year. Two of these were jointly 
planned by the Congregational Christian Women's Fellowship and The Women's Guild. 
Although we were disappointed in the number of Congregational Christian women who attended, 
there was a fine spirit and much interest in planning some joint conferences of this kind 
in the future. There were about fifteen hundred women at the summer conferences and the 
theme which followed the general emphasis in the denomination was "Growing in Witness". 


2. This fall "Institute for Leaders" will be held in the synods to which The Women's Guild 
was zoned for 1958-1959. This new form of leadership training is taking the place of 

the former coaching schools, It is expected that many pastors, local presidents, and regional 

and synodical executive board members will attend these Institutes. 


3. There will be regional fall educational meetings in all the 115 regionals of The Women's 
Guild. Materials for 1960 will be used at these educational meetings and help will be 
given to local groups who are using Women's Guild materials. 


4. The Education Committee of The Women's Guild and the Education Committee of The Women's 
Fellowship are meeting together in September to talk about possible joint plans and 
materials for 1961. The program book for 1961 is being planned by the four lay agencies of 
the two denominations making up the United Church of Christ. It is hoped that there will be 
a number of other materials besides the program book that will be planned by the two women's 

groups. 


5. The four lay agencies of the United Church of Christ and representatives of the adult 
departments of the Boards of Christian Education are meeting late in October to talk 
about implementing the Council for the Cooperation of Men and Women that is set forth in the 
new constitution of the United Church of Christ. Out of this meeting it is hoped that more 
definite plans may be developed for the men's and women's groups in the new church as well 

as for work that may be done jointly by men and women. 


6. Miss Dorothy Nyland has come to be a Secretary of Promotion on The Women's Guild Staff. 
This means that the professional staff of The Women's Guild is again, complete. 


